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TOUR THROUGH 

THE 

NORTHERN PARTS OF EUROPE, 

PARTICULARLY 

COPENHAGEN, STOCKHOLM, 

AND 

PETERSBURGH, 

Performed in the Year 177 4^ 

By NATHANIEL WRAXALL, Efq. 

INTERSPERSED WITH SOME OCCASIONAL R£MArICS« 



THE ingenious author of this tour is ^o well 
known, that it is unncceflar}^ in the pre-» 
fcnt day, to give any particulars ferpe6ting him 5 
and pofterity will be at no lofs to diltinguilh him 
among thofc who have contributed to inform or 
amufe the public, by his various valuable publica- 
tions. 

The preftnt tour, which, in order of time, pre- 
cedrs that through France in our laft volume, is 
written on ihe fame plan, and pofleffes the fame 
merit, Topreferve uniformity, and at the farce 
time to do juftice to the author, we have there^ 
fore given both in the fami<e manner. 
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2 WRAXALLS TOUR. 

Mr. WraxalVs objed qp this occafion, was to 
vifit the three northern capitals and courts, and 
to defcribe the prominent features of each. He 
has not, however, been inattentive to other fub- 
jefe which folicifthe regard of an enlighten- 
ed traveller. He has neither encumbered his nar- 
rative with details, which more properly belong 
to hiHory and geography; nor omitted fuch a 
view of the fcenes through which he palied, M 
was likely to aflford entertainment or inftrudion. 

We commence our acquaintance with him, jud 
as he was about to land on the iiland of Zealand ; 
and as far as circumti:ances alloW^, adopt his own 
eafy and elegant mode of defcription. 

April 19th, 1774, about fun-rife, fays Mr. 
Wraxall, I landed at Elfinoor : it was a pleafant 
day, though cold. I prefented my letters of intro- 
dudion to Mr. Fen wick, the Engl i lb conful, who 
received me very politely ; and as he was much 
engaged with a multitude of bulinefs, fent a do- 
medic to attend me over the caftle of Croniberg. 

This fortrefs (lands at the narrowed part of 
the Sound, and was probably intended to com-* 
mand its entrance ; but it appears doubtful if it 
would anfwer this purpofe againU a refolute ene* 
my. It is a noble pile, built early in the laft cen- 
tury by Cbriftian IV. and was then often honour- 
ed with the royal reiidence. It is of a fquare 
form, and within is a fine quadrangle. The 
turrets at the corners are very, uiperb, and in the 
inoft improved ftyle of Grothic architefturc. I 
was (hewn fevcral large apartments, which are 
flill denominated the king's: there is nothing, 
however, in them royal, except forae gilt leather 
chairs of equal antiquity with the cadle, and fe- 
deral daubings of kings mounted on white fteeds. 
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1 defired to fee the chapabers which were octupi* 
ed by her prefent majefly> queen Matilda, during 
her confinement herej but they are, I find, thofe 
in which the colonel comnaandant refides, who it 
feems had humanity and politenefs eiioughNto 
rcfign his, during her flay, as the royal apartments 
were not fit to be inhabited at the inclement fea- 
fon of the year when (he was committed here ; 
nor do they appear capable of being made com- 
fortable at any feafon. 

While I was furveying the court below, a poor 
flave * fettered, came up, and taking off his cap, 
ijddrefled me in French : I was charmed to tntet 
with any thing with which I could converfe ; fot 
the Daniih fentinel who accompanied me could 
only tranfmit his ideas in his own language, 
which to me was pcrfedly unintelligible. 1 there- 
fore entered into converfation with the French 
captive, and aiked him, if he was here when the 
queen Matilda was confiqed ? Ah ! Monficur, 
faid he, I faw her every day ; I had the honour 
to turn the fpit for her majefty*s dinner ; (lie even 
promifed to endeavour to procure me my liberty. 
I aifure you, added he warmly, fhe was the moft 
amiable princefs in the world. I could not riefift the 
force of his compliment to an Engliih and an in- 
jured queen. I put ray hand in my pocket, and 
gave him fome half dozen flivers. Matilda was his 
^^nefa&refs, and I bid him thank her, not me. 

About a quarter of a mile from £l(inoor, is a 

little hunting feat, where the king drives down 

frequently for a few hours in the fummer. No- 

' thing is wort!) feeing in or about the buil4fng ; 

• All mifdcmcanors arc pumfhed with the Danes by fervi- 
tude ii^ chains a longer or ihoiter tixce, accotding to the offence^ 
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4 WRXXAtLS rouE. 

but the profpe6t from the roof is beautiful beyond 
cxpreflion : it looks down on the town of Eld- 
noor and caftle of Cronlberg, and commands be- 
yond thefe the found and coaft of Sweden for a 
vaft way. The town of Hclfimborg in Sweden, 
which is exadly oppofite, forms a fine object. 

I peeped into the Danifh church here ; and was 
carried up to the high altar, which was entirely 
covered with a curtain, I expe6led a Corregio, or 
a Raphael, thus guarded. However, on drawing 
a fide the veil, I found it was only a collec- 
tion of faints, martyri, and apoftles, in wooden 
alto relievo, all drelTed out in gold leaf, with 
king Chriftian V. in the middle of them, who 
feemed to ftare like a man in ama^sement ; pro- 
bably, at finding himfelf in fuch company. I 
was difappointed, and yet could not help fmiling 
at my miftake. On turning round, I found my- 
felf furrounded by a number of yellow-haired 
boys and girls, who had formed themfelves into 
a femi-circle to look at the ftranger. I was as 
much pleafed to look at them, as they tould be 
at me 5 and feleding one of the girls, whofe c^e» 
veux bloudin% hung down on her neck in loofe 
diforder, and whofe whole figure was a beauty in 
miniature, for (he appeared to be only about 
eleven years of age, I went up to her, and pre- 
fented her with a fliver. The ** detur pvlchriort** 
was not more legibly written by the hand of na« 
ture on Paris's apple, than it was on my bit of 
filver ; but my goddefs was too young, and too 
hinocent, to interpret it. 

Mr. Fenwick's agreeable company and enter- 
tainment, detained me at Elfinoor till four o'clock 
or later, and I had then twenty-two miles to go 
in a chaifc to Copenhagen. This vehicle, which 

Digitized by C ^ y^^ 



WRAXALL S TOUR. 5 

u-as an indefinable fomewhat, apparently begot 
by a coach upon a cart, and partaking very much 
of both kinds, was drawn by four little Daniih 
horfes ; and notwithftanding it appeared to me, 
when I got into it, very ill calculated for fpeed ; 
yet the driver whipped his cattle fo frequently and 
fo well, that I got to the capital about nine 
o'clock, which in this country is travelling at a 
great rate. 

The appearance of the country between Elfi- 
noor and the capital did not much flrike me -, but 
I muft confefs, f faw it through a very bad me- 
dium, as I could not keep myfelf warm the whole 
way, though wrapt up in my great coat. The 
day clofed-in a long league before I reached the 
metropolis, and I was indebted to the moon for 
her light the remainder of the road. After the 
officers had ftopt me at the gates, enquired n^y 
name, and fearcbed my trunks, I was fet down at 
an ipn, oppoiite the royal palace. 

After fome general vifits, and private avoca- 
tions, during the firft week of my abode in Co- 
penhagen, I was accompanied, on the morning 
of the 25th, by two gentlemen, to Count Moltcke's 
palace.* It is very fplendid ; and a fin^ tafte is 
ihewn in the choice coUedion of the painting* 
which cover the grand drawing-room. Count 
Moltcke himfelf, who accompanied his prefent 
^ Danifli majefty to Engfand, lives now in a date of 
. retirement, fuited to his •advanced age, and di« 
miniihed influence over affairs of ftate. He was 
the favourite, and the minifter of Frederic V. and 
fddefpotic was his fway during tfii^ concluding pe- 
riod of the late reign, when the king, from per- 
fonal and mental incapacities, fcarce could wield 
Voi.XVlI. C - the 
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6 wraxall's tour. 

the fceptre, that he was commonly called Konig> 
or King Moltcke. 

The round tower in Copenhagen is very Angu- 
lar. It was built by phriftian IV. under whom 
the celebrated Tycho Brahe flouriflied, and de- 
ligned for an oblervatory. There is not a lingle 
ftep in it, though very lofty. The afccnt is by a 
fpiral road, of near fourteen feet broad, from the 
bottom to its fummit. A profeflbr, who fhewed 
me over it, affured me, that one of their kings, 
drove in his carriage up and down it 5 and be 
even produced a book, as I doubted it, to prove 
the veracity of his aflertion. I muft own it may 
be eafily done, though probably at fome rilk of 
the driver's neck. 

Every gerfon of fafhion here fpeaks French, 
and many of them Englifh. The gentlemen of 
the army and navy in particular, are almoft uni- 
verfally habituated to thofe languages : they 
were, at leaft feveial of them, with whom I for- 
tunately fell into company, extremely difpofed to 
treat a ftranger with every mark of urbanity and 
politenefs ; and I had abundant reafon to be 
grateful for their civilities. 

The weather was ftill very cold, for fome time 
after my arrival : we had hail almoft every day; 
nor were there as yet any marks of that fweet 
feafon, which the Italians fo juftly denominate 
the gioveniu del anno, but which is pretty much 
unknown to Daniili poets. Indeed, I apprehend 
th« year is more properly divided here into the 
fummer and winter, than as with us into four fea- 
fons. A fhort fummer fucceeds to the long feries 
of cold and darknefs, which environs them from 
^dober till April j and during this period^ the/ 

often 
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WRAXALL*S TOUR. 7 

often experience very great heats for a few days, or 
fometimes weeks. Certainly man is much afFe^ed 
by phyfical caufes, and one is not furprifed lo find 
the elegant arts chiefly confined to luxurious and * 
fouthern climates, and faintly railing their heads 
amid thefe fnowy and inhoTpitablc regions, where 
the inhabitants feem in forae degree to partake 
of the afperities of their foil, and where royal mu- 
nificence, however unbounded, can only raife a 
few fickly and flraggling plants. 

So few perfons vilijt this metropolis or king- 
dom from motives of curiofity, that they were 
quite furprifed when I afTured them I had no fort of 
buiinefs here, and was only employed in the fearch 
of knowledge. A fliort time, however, is ade- 
quate to the completion of every purpofe of this 
kind at Copenhagen. 

There is no face of induftry or buiinefs here j 
and Copenhagen, though one of the fineft ports 
in the world, can boaft of little commerce. The 
public places are filled with officers, either in the 
land or fea lervice, and they appear to conftitute 
three-fourths of the audience at the comedy and 
the opera. The number of forces are, indeed, 
much tdo large for this little kingdom, which has 
not been engaged in war thefe fifty years. They 
can boaft, it is true, a vaft extent of dominion 5 
but of what importance are the barren and almoft 
uninhabited mountains of Norway, and Lapland, 
flretching to the pole ; or the plains of Iceland, 
where the inhabitants are yet, and will probably 
ever remain, in the moft profound barbarifm? 
Their German dominions in Holftein are by far 
the moft rich, and furnifh a large part 01 the 
royal r^svenue. There needs, indeed, no ftrongcr , 

proof of the poverty of the kingdom, than the J 
C a o,..e...Googffcarcitjr I 
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fcarcity of fi)ecie. I faw no gold paffing, and 
hardly any filver. They pay every thing in pa- 
per j and if a fingle dollar is loft at the card or 
the billiard-table, it is paid in a bill. 

On the 27th, I went with a party of ladies to 
fee the palace of Rofenbourg. It was conftru^- 
ed, as I am afliired, by our celebrated Inigo Jones^ 
and ftands in the middle of a large garden. It is 
fmall, and at prefent very little occupied by the 
king, or royal family. There is an air of anti- 
quity in all the apartments, tapeftry, and furni* 
ture, which is not difplealing, and impreftes with 
refped. The hangings, which are not ill exe- 
cuted, reprefent the various adions by fea and 
land, which diverfitipd the ancient wars between 
the Swedes and Danes, who fecm always to have 
had the fame national rivalfhip and animofity^ 
which the French and Englifti are di ft inguifhed for, 
and which it is probable, they will ever in fome 
degree retain. At one end of this grand apart- 
ment, are three iilver lions, as large as the life, 
which feem, by the ferocity and rudenefs of their 
appearance, defigned to charaAerize the age and 
nation in which they were caft. It is a fort of 
favage magnificence, which ftrikes more eftemi- 
nate and luxurious times with wonder, to intro* 
duce fuch figures into a banqueting room of 
ftate. 

Here are feveral fmall cabinets full of curious 
rarities, which the various fovereigns of Denmark 
have fucceffively colleded, and left to their pofte- 
rity. Many of them are intrinfically valuable; 
others, only preferved from fome event or acci- 
dent conneded with them. Among the firft is a 
faddle, on which Chriftian IV. made a kind of 
triumphal entry into Copenhagen. It is covered 
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wraxall's tour. 9 

with pearls, diamonds, and other precious ftoncs 5 
and the fpurs are of gold, enriched with jewels. 
The coat worn by the king, and a light helmet 
on the fame occafion, are likewife covered with 
pearls. The value is immenfe. They preferve 
likewife, with great care, a handkerchief of that 
prince dyed with his blood, from a wound he re^ 
ceived by a ball, which deprived him of an eye. 
The man who accompanied us, fliewed me, with 
exultation in his countenance, a fword of Charles 
XII. of Sweden : it is fuch a fword as fuch a mo- 
narch may be fuppofed to have ufed, and would 
fuit the meaneft foldier : it, indeed, evinces his 
firength and vigorous frame of body, by its fize 
and weight. The blade is at leall four feet long, 
and both the hilt and garde are entirely compofed 
of brafs. 

I could not help fmiling when I entered the 1 
chamber in which Chriflian IV. died. There 
are, indeed, feme figures in it which may not im- 
properly be termed celellial and angelic j but 
they are rather ill calculated for the regards of 
an expiring man, and would better become the 
cabinet of a young and healthful voluptuary. If 
his majefly had been a Muffelraan, it might have 
been fuppofed he defigned them as reprefenta- 
tivesof the Houris, in whofe arms he was fo foon 
to repofe his wearied virtue, and forget the toils 
annexed to royalty j but it feems he died a Lu- 
.theran. 

The promenade in the gardens of this palace 
conftitute one of the chief amufements of the ci- 
ty, as they are always open, and on feftivals or 
Sundays, are crowded with company. They arc 
large, but not laid out witli tatle, or adorned with 
any productions of art ; one (latue only excepted 
C 3 - of 
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of Hercules vanquifhing the Naemean lion, 
which ftands under a portico raifed to defend it 
from the inclemencies of the weather. This is of 
Italiaa workmanfhip, and the artift has found 
means to difplay great anatomical fkill and beau- 
ty in the raufcles of the hero. 

Next day I went to fee a private colleftion of 
rarities, paintings, &c. made by a Monfieur Spen- 
gler. He is by birth a Swifs, but his urbanity 
and learning have made him a citizen of the 
world. I have always found the great and good 
to be of no country. His pieces of painting are, 
for a private individual, numerous, and yet very 
fcledt. Many of them have been prefented by 
the raafters themfelves, as tributes of friendiliip 
or admiration, made to his genius oi^his heart. 
They are, indeed, moftly the produdion of Ger- 
man, Dutch, and Flemiih artifts. He is an ex«- 
cellent mechanifl and anatomift, and has fome 
pieces of workmanihip in both thofe branches of 
fcience, cut by himfelf in ivory, which are rec- 
koned chefs d*Qeuvres. I was not furprifed to 
hear him call Dr. Fothergill his intimate friend j 
or to find that he kept up the clofeft correfpond- 
ence with the celebrated Linnaeus. In juftice to 
Denmark,! ought to add, that his late majefty made 
this gentleman keeper of the royal Mufeum, and 
that he enjoys ^ very eafy competence. I wai 
charmed to find that his elevated underftanding, 
and uncommon talents, had not allied him to po- 
verty, which is too commonly the cafe in every 
country. 

I afterwards vifite^ all the churches here, whe- 
ther German, French, or Daniih ; but it is not in 
Lutheran places of devotion one muft fearch for 
the produdions of art and elegance : Madonnas 
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«nd Magdalens are confined to catholic walls. 
There is one church here, indeed, where they 
have placed fix ftatues of plaifter before the high 
altar. As they have armed two of thefe with 
monftrous gilt fwords, as big as Charles XII's, and 
a third is employed in blowing a trumpet, I rauft 
own I took them, at firft fight, for a kind of 
guard drawn up to defend the holy place 5 but 
on a nearer approach, I found that they had 
chriftened them all, and placed their names, fe- 
verally and refpe^ively, at their feet, becaufe 
there was nothing appropriate to difilnguifli them. 
To four of them they have applied the Jewifh 
appellations of the angels, which occur in fcrip- 
ture, Gabriel, Uriel, Raphael, and Michael ; but 
unhappily, when they had got fo far, having yet 
two namelefs figures, and no more angelic titles, 
they feem to have been at a frid lofs ; under one 
of them, therefore, they have put the word Che- 
rub ; and to the other, is affixed Jeremiell. Whor 
the latter is, we leave thofe who are fond of fuch 
refearchcs to difcover. 

The police of Copenhagen is exceedingly good, 
and one niay walk through the whole city at 
midnight with the mod perfeA fafety. No roV 
beries, no aflaffinations are heard of. *They wear 
no cloaks, nor conceal any ftillettoes under their 
habits, as-in the fouthern kingdoms of Eufppe. 
Indeed, it is ufually almoft as quiet here at ele- 
ven o'clock at night, as in a country village j and 
fcarce a coach rattles through the fireets. 

I do not think this capital can be above the 
fourth part of the dze oi London, poiTibly not fo 
much. It is fortified towards the land by a foflfe, 
always full of water* The ftrects are commonly 
pf a good breadth, and the boufes very neat and 

handfome^ 
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handfome. There is one very beautiful place 
here, which approaches nearer to a circus than 
a fquare 5 each fide or divifion of which is only 
one palace, and in the centre is an equeftrian 
flatue, in bronze, of the late King Frederic V. 
I muft own I was nnuch more pleafed with this, 
than with the Place de Vidoires at Paris, and 
think it has a much better efFe6t; but fingle 
beauties always appear to greater advantage than 
when numbers invite attention. 

I had not had the honour of being prefented 
to the fovereign here, as is cuftomary with 

' Grangers from the other kingdoms of Europe, 
It was fufficieht that I was an Engliihman, not to 
wifh it* 3 and, indeed, with fo jealous an eye 
are we regarded, at prefent, in this capital, that 
fo little an individual as myfelf, fo humble and 
unknown a traveller as I am, was not only pub- 
licly talked of, but even fufpedted as 3 fpy, be- 
caufe I came from England, and had no avowed 
motive, except curiohty and knowledge. I 
therefore never went to the levee, which is every 
Friday} but attended the drawing-room, and 
mingled unnoticed among the crowd. I was 
there one night, when his majelty, the queen 

.dowager, and Prince Frederic, the king's brother,* 
were prefent. To give a pidture of the court, 
as it now exifts, I muft recur to the time of the 
late celebrated, and unhappy favourite, Count 
Struenfee. I have made it my endeavour, to gain 
the moft authentic and unprejudiced intelligence 
refpedting him, and the late extraordinary revo- 
lution, which expelled ^ queen from hci throne 

♦ This was written only two years after the cruel imprifoB- 
fncnt of ^ueen Carolina Matilda. 
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WlAXAtL's tOUR. 13 

and Isingdom^ and brought the minifters to the 
fcafFold. , 

Struenfee, it appear?, had not any noble blood 
in his veins, nor confcquently any hereditary and 
prefcriptive~ title to the immediate guidance of 
affairs of (late. Fortune, and a train of peculiar 
eircumftaoces, coinciding with his awn talents 
and addrefs, feem to have drawn him from his 
native mediocrity of condition, and placed him 
in an elevated rank. He originally pra6kired 
phyfic at Altena on the Elbe, and afterwards at- 
tended theprefent king of Denmark on his tra- 
vels into England, in quality of phylician. On 
his return, he advanced by rapid ftride^ in the 
royal favour, and feems to have eminently poflfeiT- 
ed« the powers of pleaiing ; fince he became equal- 
ly the favourite of both the king and queen. He 
wasinvefted with the order of St^ Matilda, infti- 
tuted in honour of Jier majefty, created a count, 
and pofleflfed unlimited minifterial power: his 
condud, in this fudden and uncommon emi- 
nence, marks a bold and daring mind j perhaps I 
might add, an expanded and patriotic Ifeart. 
Una wed by the precarious tenure of courtly great- 
Ijefs, and more peculiarly of his own^ he began 
a general reform. The ftate felt hira through 
all her members: the finances, chancery, array, 
navy,' nobles, peafants — all were fenfibie of his 
inflaence. He not only di6lated, but penned his 
replies to every important queftion or difpatch'; 
and a petition, or a fcheme of public import and 
utility, rarely waited two hours for an anfwer. 

The civil judicature of this capital was theii 
veiled in thirty magiflrates. Struenfee fent a 
mcffage to this tribunal, demanding to know the 
aoDoal ialary or penfion annexed to each mem- 
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ber : rather alarmed at this enquiry, they fent an 
anfwer, in which they diminilhed their emolu- 
ments two thirds. The count then informed 
them, that his majefty had no further occafion 
for their fervices, but in his royal munificence 
and liberality, was gracioufly pleafed to continue 
to them the third part of their avowed incomes, 
as a proof of his fatisfaction with their condu^. 
He at the fame time conflituted another court, 
compofed only of fix perfons of approved integri- 
ty, to whom the fame power was delegated. He 
proceeded to purge the chancery, and other bo- 
dies of the law. Then entering on the military 
department, he, at one ftroke, broke all the 
liorfe guards, and afterwards the regiment of 
Norwegian foot guards, the fineft corps in the 
fervice, and who were not dilbanded without a 
ihort but very dangerous fedition. 

Still proceeding in this falutary, but mod cri- 
tical and perilous achievement, he at lad began 
to attempt a diminution of the power of the no- 
bles, and to fet the farmers and peafants at per- 
5e6t liberty. It is not then to be wondered at, 
that he fell a vidim to fuch meafures ; and that 
all parties joined in his deftru6tion. Thefe were 
bis real crimes ; and not that he was too accepta- 
ble to the queen, which only formed a plaufiblc 
pretext. It was the miniiler, and not the man, 
-who had become obnoxious. I do not pretend, 
in the latter capacity, either to excufe or con- 
demn him ; but as a politician, I rank him with 
the Clarendons and the Mores, whom tyranny, 
or public bafenefs, and want of virtue, have 
brought, in almoft every age, to an untimely and 
Ignominious end j but to whofe memory impar- 
tial pollerity have done ample juftice. Yet I 
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muft avow, that though I cannot think Struenfce 
made a bad ufe, he certainly made a violent and 
imprudent one, of his extenlive power- 
He feems, if we may judge from his actions, to 
have been in fome meafure intoxicated with royal 
favour, and fuch accumulated honours 3 and not 
to have adverted futficiently to the examples 
which hiftory furnifhcs of Wolfeys in former 
days, and of Choifeuls in modern times, who 
moft ftrikingly evince the flippery foundation of 
political grandeur. When he was even prefled, 
only a ihort time before his feizure, to withdraw 
from court, and to pafs the Belts, with the moft 
ample fecurity for an annual remittance of forty, 
fifty, or a hundred thoufand dollars, an unhappy 
fafcination detained him, in defiance of every 
warning, and referved him for the prifon and the 
block. The queen dowager and prince Frede- 
ric were only the feeble inftruments to produce 
this cataftrophe, as being by their rank immedi- 
ately about the perfon of the fovereign ; though 
common report has talked loudly of tie former's 
intrigue, and attributed it to her imaginary abili- 
ties. The only mark of capacity or addrefs they 
exhibited, was in preferving a fecrecy, which de- 
luded Strucnfee and the queen Matilda, till the 
time of their being arrefted. 

I was aflured that, on the laft levee day pre- 
ceeding this event, the count was habited with 
uncommon magnificence, and never received 
greater homage or court fervility from the crowd, 
than when on the verge of ruin. Such is the 
friendihip of public men ! On the night fixed 
for his feizure, there was a balpari in the pa- 
lace 3 the queen, after dancing, as ufual, one 
country dance with the king, gave her hand to 
2 Strueofee 
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Struenfee during the reft of the evening. She 
retired about two in the morning, and was fol- 
lowed by him and Count Brandt. The crilis was 
now come. The queen dowager, and her (on 
Prince Frederic, haftened to the king's private 
chamber, where he was already in bed. They 
kneeled down befide it, and implored him with 
tears and expoftulations to fave himfelf and Den- 
mark from impending* deftrudion, by arrefting 
thofe whom they called the authors of it. It is 
faid, the king w^s not eafily prevailed on to (ign 
the order, but did it with relu6lance and heiita- 
tion. At length, their entreaties overcame hit 
refolution, and he affixed his fign manual to the 
paper. Colonel Roller Banner inftantly repair- 
ed to Struenfee*s apartment, which, as well as 
Brandt's, was in the palace ; they were both feiz- 
ed, nearly at the fame inRant, and, as all defence 
was vain, hurried a\^ay Immediately to the cita- 
del. 

It was five o'clock in the morning when the 
Count de Rantzau came to the door of her majef- 
iy$ antichamber, and knocked for admittance. 
One of the women about the queen's perfon, wa§ 
ordered to wake her, and give her information, 
that Ihe was arrefted. They then put her into 
one of the king's coaches, drove her down to £1- 
iinoor, and fhut her up in the caftle of Crpnf- 
berg. 

The zGtors in this tragedy were not infenlibte 
of their danger. As they dreaded an infurrec- 
tioix in Copenhagen, every military precaution 
was taken to prevent it j the moft infamous and 
filly reports were circulated among the populace, 
to render the Hate prifoners odious : that they 
' ^d put poifon in the king's coffee, to deflroy him j 
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■!^R. they Intended to declare him incapable of 
governing ; to fend the dowager, Queen Juliana, 
out of the kingdom, as well as her fon Prince Fre- 
deric; and to proclaim Matilda regent. To cou- 
firni thefe extraordinary and contradidtory re- 
ports, the king himfelf and his brother appeared 
in a (late coach, and paraded through the ftieets 
of the city, to (hew hinafelf unhurt, and as if 
efcaped from the mod horrid confpiracy. * 

During thefe tranfadions, Struenfee and 
Brandt -were detained in the mod rigorous ino- 
prifonment. They loaded the former with very 
heavy ch'ains about his arms and legs, and he 
was, at the fame time, fixed to the wall by an 
iron bar. The room of his confinement was not 
above ten or twelve feet fquare, with a little bed 
in it, and a miferable iron (love. Yet here, in 
this abode of mifery, did he, though chained, 
complete, with a pencil, an animated account of 
his life and condu6l, as a rainider* A tribunal 
was appointed for the trial of the queen, and the 
two counts, and a council a(figned for each, to 
prefefvc an appearance of juftice and equity. 
The refult, and the winding up of the whole, 
on the^Sth of April, 17/2, are well known^aud 
it is didrefBng to etiter into particulars. 

The equally unfortunate Count Bratidt rofe 
chiefly under Struenfee's aufpices, though he 
was originally of an honourable defcent. Dur- 
inga re(idence which the court made at the roy- 
%\ palace of Ktercfholm, it happened that his ma- 
jedy quarrelled with Brandt, and, what was (in- 
gular enough, challenged him. This the count 
declined. When they met foon after, the king 
repeated his defiance ; called him coward 5 and 
Brandt, dill behaving with teroperj as b.-camc a 

Vol. XVU. D fubjea. 
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fubje6t, he thruft his hand into his mouth, feized 
his tongue, and had very nearly choked him. In 
this iituation can it be wondered at, that he 
Ihould bite the king's finger, or flrike him, or 
both ? Self-prefervation mult neceffarily fuper- 
fede every, other feeling at fuch a moment, and 
plead his pardon. By Struenfee's mediation the 
quarrel was immediately made up 5 and the king 
promifed never more to remember or re fen t the 
circumftance of his llriking him. Yet was this 
blow, given to preferve himfelf from imminent 
deftrudion, and from the fury of an enraged 
man, made the pretence for his condemnation. 
They faid, he had lifted his hand againli the 
king's facred perfon, which was death by the 
laws of Denmark. His lawyer, on his trial, 
made an excellent "defence for him, and very 
forcibly remarked the effential difference between 
aflaulting the fovereign, and only defending him- 
felf from a private attack. ' One of our for- 
mer monarchs,* faid he, ' Chriitian V. was uf- 
ed frequently to unbend himfelf among his no- 
bles : on thefe occafions, it was his cufiom to fay, 
" The king is not at home." All the courtiers 
then behaved with the utmoft freedom and fa- 
miliarity, unreftrained by the royal prefence. 
When he chofe to refume his kingly dignity, he 
faidi ** The king is again at home." But what, 
added he, xnuft we do now, when the king is 
never at home?* — ^Ihis feems more like tl# 
fpeech of an Engliihman than a Dane, and 
breathes a manly and unfettered fpirit, which^ in 
the moft defpotic countries, w^ll fometimes ap- 
pear. 

The (kuUs and bones of thefe unhappy men are 

yet expofed nn wheels^ about a mile dud a half 
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out of town. I viewed them with mingled com- 
miferation and horror. They hold up an awful 
and affedting lelTon to future ftatefmen and fa- 
vourites. They teach moderation in profperity, 
by the mournful reverfe of fortune they difplay. 

It is faid Struenfee refigned himfelf to his own 
Tentence without jnurrauring, or attempting to 
deprecate the blow i but that he expreifed the 
utmoU pity and abhorrence, at the flagrant 
injuftice committed in fentencing Count Brandt 
to the fame death. Thqy have portraits of Stru- 
enfee in all the fhops, with this punnitig motto 
round them : Mala multa Struens-fee ipfum ferditit. 
Yet, in defiance of all the calumnies of a tri- 
unaphant party, the terrors of a defpotic govern- 
ment, and the natural referve among the people, 
there are, even here, who dare to fpeak, though 
ambiguoufly, their genuine fentiments on public 
aiFairs. « 

The king, in the opinion of all unprejudiced 
perfons, has certainly fuffered much in his Intel- 
ledual capacity, and they make very little fcru- 
ple, in genlral, to own it. He can play, indeed, . 
at cards; he can dance, or go to an opera 5 but 
he is, doubtlefs, in a ftate of imbecility, which 
difqualifies him for the conducing or fuperin- 
tending aifairs of national import, and public 
confequence. There is a vacuity in his majefty's 
afped, which is flrongly marked. The queen 
^wager and Prince Frederic live in the palace 
with him, and accompany him, like his Ihadow, 
wherever he moves. The prince has received 
no other mark of bounty from nature or fortune, 
than royal birth. He is very much deformed j 
and this perfpnal iraperfe6tion has gained him 
the appellation of Richard III. among thofe who 
D2 ^ ^ do 
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do not love the court, though it doubtlefs origi- 
nated among the EngliHi, 

They have a Daniih comedy here twice a week, 
and an Italian opera in the king's own opera- 
houlc in the palace every Saturday 3 but I neither 
admire their lingers nor dancers. 

I did not fee above three or four very hand- 
fome or very elegant women in Copenhagen. 
Perhaps I may be too premature in my determina- 
tion, but I do not think them, in general, to be 
compared, for lovelinefs, with our own women. I 
have heard this court likewife decried as very 
profligate, and very licentious. It may be fo, 
for any thing I can fby to the contrary 5 but there 
are no fymptoms of it vifible. 

M. Splcngler accompanied me through the 
royal cabinet, or mufeum. This colledion is very 
large, and extends through all the vegetable and 
mineral worlds, as well as the finer arts. It is 
more indebted to Frederic IV. than to any other 
fbvereign. Every nation has produced her heroes 
and her patriots, on^ whom hiftory (Rights to 
dwell. Some countries are, however, more fruit- 
ful in great and fublime fpirits, than others. la 
Denmark, they have had very few to grace their 
annals. Sweden can boaft her two Guftavufes, 
the firft and fecond 3 nor arc her Chriftina, or her 
Charles, unknown to fame. In what country is 
not the name of Peter celebrated, the greateft le- 
giflature that modern times have feenT But her? 
the fun of genius has never yet blazed from 5 
throne, and fhed a temporary luftre on the fur- 
rounding darknefs. There are, however, twp 
favourite monarchs of Danifh ftpry, whofe me- 
tnories are revered* and whofe golden days are 
frequently recalled with a figh. The firll of 
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thefe was Chriftian IV". who was the opponent 
and competitor of Giiftavus Adolphus, though 
with far inferior fame. The laft was Frederic 
IV. This prince loved the arts, and attached 
from that principle to the land where they feem- 
ed to hover and reiide, he made two vifits to Ita- 
ly. As Chriilian the IV. is ufually depidured on 
canvafs or tapeflry clad in armour^ and holding a 
javelin in his hand ; fo this latter fovereign ap* 
pears the patron of fcience, and the friend of the 
elegant and fbf ter^ occupations. During a carni- 
val at Venice, he refided in that city, and in one 
evening is faid to have won, at the card-tahle, a , 
bank worth two hundred thoufand zechins, or 
pearly one hundred thoufand pounds fterling, 
which he immediately prefented to a noble Ve- 
netian lady, in whofe- houfe this happened, and 
whofe whole fortunes were involved in thb pro- 
digious game of chance. This was an adk of muni- 
ficence, or rather of juftice, worthy of a fovereign. 
• They now keep, among the greateft and moft 
valuableSluriofities, the chair in which Tycho 
Brahe was ufed to fit, when he made his ailrono- 
mical obfervations at Uranibourg. The wood 
which compofes it is held in reverence, and pra- 
ferved with the utmoft care, as having belonged 
to fo great a man. Yet the aftronomer himfelf 
was driven from his native country by fadion 
«aod malevolence) and died at Prague, in the 
^urt, and under the prote6tion, of the emperor. 
Rodolphus, who fheltered this illuftrious fugitive, 
and afforded him an afylum. Thus it generally 
happens, that living merit is negleded or perfe- 
cnted j while pofterity, ropr^ juft, confccratc^ its. 
inemory to fame. 
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The collc6iion of paintings in the royal muV 
feum is very large; and though itconfifts raoft- 
ly of Flemrfh and German pieces, yet there arc 
fome few beautiful originals of Guido, Titian, 
Angelo, and even of Raphael's hand! Our o-wn 
Charles I. by Vandyke, and his fons, by Kneller, 
hold a diftinguifhed place. They were, by the 
mother's fide, of Danifh extra6tion. Their own 
painters or fculptors fcarcely appear in this nu- 
merous aflemblage. There are, however, fomo ^ 
paintings, chiefly hiftorical, by Charles Dremaa- 
der, a Dane, not ill executed. Among thefe is 
one of the famous Margaret de Waldemar, who 
united, in her perfon, the three kingdoms of 
Denmark, Norway, and Sweden, receiving the 
homage of this latter from its fovereign. 

The palace itfelf, of which the whole mufeum 
conftitutes only a very fmall part, was built by 
thfe prefent king's grandfather, Chriflian VI. and, 
though it coft fix millions of dollars, yet the in- 
fcription over the grand portal declares^iat the 
fovereign ereded it from the ordinary^venues 
of the crown, without laying any additional taxes 
or impofts on his fubjefe. This was, however, 
owing to the wonderous and laudable parfimony 
of his father, Frederic IV. who, notwithftanding 
the almoft continual hoflilities he was engaged 
in, with Charles XII. left his dominions in the 
moft flourifhing ftate, and an immenfe treafure, 
^t his death. It is of a prodigious fize j and, if 
I were inclined to find fault with it, I ihould foy, 
it is too fplendid and too magnificent for a king 
of Denmark; on the fame principle, as foreign- 
ers conftantly remark, that the palaces in Ertg- 
land are far beneath the dignity and greatnefs of 
he BritiiU empire. .Onie of the ftate apartmenu 
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is very remarkable, and may be properly called, 
the chamber of kings, as it contains no other 
paintings except the portraits of all the prefent 
reigning monarchs throughout Europe. ThefQ 
have been prefented by the refpedive fovereigns. 
I couid riot but IVnilc at the different chara<5ers 
and drefles in which they have been pleafcd to be 
drawn. The king of PruUia, who bad fpent his . 
Jife amid camps and armies, and has oftener ilept 
iti an uniform than ^ coat of velvet, has raodettly 
drefled hirafelf in a plain blue* fuit of clothes, 
and the vizor peeps out at one corner of the 
piece, juft to mark the warrior ; while Charley 
III. of Spain, who hasfcarce ever heard the claih 
of arms, has arrayed himfelf in complete armour, 
and frowns dreadful from the canvafs. This ri•»^ 
diculous oflentation of war only excites laughter, 
and ftands finely oppofed to the modeft portrait 
of a prince, who might, with fo much propriety, 
have invefted himfelf with military trophies. 

On th^|th of May, I made an excurfion in a 
party to^Ialmoe in Sweden. The pafTage is, 
at leaft, as broad as from Dover to Calais. We 
were, however, favoured by the wind, and got 
back again to Copenhagen about ten o'clock at 
night. It is a poor town, though fortified ; and 
we procured, with difficulty, a miferablc dinner 
at a wretched inp. We were' very ill repaid, in- 
deed, at Malmoe, for our trouble in vifiting it, - 
Except the body of a monk, who was immured 
in the wall of the great church, I faw not any 
thing curious. Tradition fays, this wretch lived 
nine days, as. they fed him through a hole with 
eggs 5 and that this puniihment was infii6ted for 
adultery, which was foriperly capital in this coun- 
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Finding little more to pleafe or entertain mc- 
in Copenhagen, I fet out on the 8th of May, with 
a large party, to view the palaces. Our firfl 
llage was to Rolkild, which is four Danifli, or 
fixteen Englilh miles from Copenhagen. It is 
one of the raoft ancient places on the illand, and 
is faid to have been a confiderable city, feveral 
centuries before the prefent metropolis was found- 
ed. This capital, indeed, owed its commence- 
ment, like Venice, to a few fifliermen, who ereft- 
ed their huts on the fea-ihore, and finding it con- 
venient for traffic, gave it the name it now bears^ 
of Koiben haven, or Merchant's Hav^n. The only 
remaining mark of the royal refidence, which Rof- 
kild yet retains, is, that of being the place of fe-^ 
pulture of the kings. From the mod remote anti- 
quity, the fovereigns of Denmark have been inter- , 
red in the cathedral. The vaults, under the church, 
are very numerous, and the ground is covered 
with the coffins of kings, queens, and princes, 
who, though born in different centurie^are all 
now collected together, and placed in We fame 
gloomy chanxbers, amidd filence and darknefs. 
The fplendor which accompanies thofe of exalt- 
ed birth, even after death, is, in many of thefe, 
almofl vaniflied, and time has deflroyed the gold 
and velvet, which originally marked their dignity.. 

I enquired for the celebrated Margaret de 
(Waldemar, to whom hiflory has given the epithet 
of the Semiramis of the North, and who united, 
under her reign, all the kingdoms beneath the 
polar (ky. The perfon who accompanied us over 
the vaults, aflfured me her body was interred 
here, and, by the light of his candle, enabled me 
juft to perceive an iron door, all accefs to which 
was blocked up by iatervening cofQn^ of.mo* 
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n'archs, her fucceflbrs. " Within that door,'" 
faid he, " is anolher, vault, where refts the queen 
you enquire for. You can fee no more." In 
inch a fituation, it was impoffible not to be im- 
prefTed with that fublime and awful melancholy, 
•which fcenes of this nature are peculiarly calcu- 
lated to produce. The chilly and unwholefome 
dampnefs of the air, the mournful light produced 
by a folitary taper, intruding on thefe abodes of 
darknefs > the numerous dead arranged lide by 
fide, and marked with crowns to denote their 
departed grandeur ; all thefe muft have a moft 
forcible effect on the mind^ and will tinge with 
a temporary folemnity the gayeft temper. 

In one of the chapels are two of the moft 
magnificent iponuments in Europe: they were 
rnade in Italy, 1)y order of Chriftian IV. and are 
erefted to the memory of liis^father and grandfa- 
ther, Frederic II. and Chriftian III. Round the 
tomb of Frederic II. all the events and warlike 
achievements, which marked his reign, are ex- 
quilitely^efigned in bafs relief. I could not but 
remark. That Chriflian IV. whoere6ted thefe mo- 
numents, and who is the idol of Danifli ftory, haa 
yet received no fuch honorary tribute from his 
pofterity. The moft deferving are often the leaft 
honoured in this refpe6t j but the fame of defert 
is not built of fuch perifhable materials as mar- 
ble. 

Befides thofe two la ft mentioned, there are four 
others lately brought here, of two later Da nifh fo- 
vercigns and their queens. Thefe are executed by 
the celebrated Wiedwelt, a native of this country, 
who is now aljve, 

We drove twenty miles from Roikild, to fee ci 
CQUnde^y fox c^nnoHj begun by the late king, and 
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called from his name, Frederic s Work. This the 
Danes expatiate on as tbe>mofl extenfive and afto- 
niihing undertaking in Europe, both as to utility 
and curiofity. They may, indeed, make very ' 
. good cannon, and other warlike (lores, the work 
being exceeding large ; but it is certainly no fuch 
extraordinary produdtion, either of genius or 
magnificence, as they efteem it j or at leaft it did 
not iroprefs me with any fenfations of wonder or 
pleafure. 

The palace of Fredericfbourg is only about 
five or fix miles diftant from this foundery. It is 
a very large chateau, moated round with a treple 
ditch, and calculated, like all the ancient reii- 
dences of princes, for defence. It was built by 
Chriflian IV. and, according to the archite&ire 
of the times, partakes of the Greek and Gothic 
(lyles. In the front of the grand quadrangle, ap- 
pear Tufcan and Doric pillars, and on the fum- 
rait of the building, are fpires and turrets. It is 
at*prefent very little vifited by the kings, and his 
prefent majefly even altered the ceremony of the 
coronation, which was always performdl at this 
palace by his predecefTors, having been crowned 
in Copenhagen. Some of the rooms are very 
fplendid, though furnifhed in the antique tafle. 
The knights hall is of a great length. The ta- 
peftry reprelents the wars of Denmark, and the 
ceiling is one of the moft minute and laboured 
performances of fculpture that can be conceived. 
The chimney-piece was once entirely covered 
with plates of filver, richly ornamented j but the 
Swedes, who have often landed on this ifland, 
and even befieged the capital, tore them all away, 
and rifled the palace, notwithftanding its treple 
^oat and formidable appearance. 

It 
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It is a beautiful pde through the royal woods 
from hence to Fredinborg. This was the favour- 
ite refidence of the late king Frederic, who fpent 
the greater part of his time here, during the latter 
years of his life, in a kind of feclufion from his 
court and people. The Danes uuiverfally agree 
in faying, that he was generous, com pa (lion ate, 

•mild, and virtuous: his heart was full of huma- 
nity, and he was infinitely beloved by his fubjeds, 
till he unhappily contradted a fatal paHlon for 
wine, which incapacitated him for every public 
concern 5 and brought him to an untimely death. 

' The palace is fmall ; but the gardens are laid out 
very prettily, and are adorned with a number of 
flatues, done by Wiedwelt, the Rubiliac of Den- 
mark. The furrounding country too is very fine, 
and theil5 is an air of feqneftration and retire- 
ment fpread through the whole, which highly 
pleafes. 

We next proceeded to Hercfholm, the moft 
magnificent and fpacious of any of the palaces. 
It was bu^t by Chriftian VI. and was the favour- 
ite refidence of the court, during the queen Ma- 
tilda's ftay. The man who Ihewed tis the apart- 
ments, did not omit to mention the names ^f 
Struenfee and Brahdt, or to fliew me the cham- 
ber in which the unhappy accident happened, al- 
ready explained, when the latter firuck the king, 
and paid for it with his life. 

However dreary and comfortlefs the ifland of 
Zealand may be in the winter, when covered 
with fnow, it exhibits, at this feafon of the year, 
a mod pleafing afped. It is flat every where, 
but covered with corn or woods, and cultivated 
with great induflry. I more than once thought 
inyfelfonfome of the WiMure or Hampfhire 
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t)owns, by the great number of tumuli fcattcred 
about. Thefe exadtly refemble, in fize and ap- 
pearance, thofe in England, and are probably an- 
cient Saxon fepulchres. I enquired it any of 
them had been opened by curious antiquarians, 
as many of ours have been 5^ but they feemed fur- 
prifed at the queftion. I obfervcdj likewife, fe- 
veral collections of ftones in a circular form, 
fome of which are very large, and reminded me 
of Stonehengc^though they are on a fmaller fcale. 
About thefe likewife they are totally ignorant j 
and it would only be loll time to attempt to gain 
any account of their origin, or conftruftion, from 
the people who live near them. They have nei-. 
ther an antiquarian taile, nor are there antiqua* 
ries among them. 

I cannot help mentioning a lively defcription, 
which a gentleman, remarkable for his wit, gave 
roe of Zealand, foon after my arrival. I dined 
with him, and among other queftions natural to 
a ftranger, I aiked him if the country was plea- 
fant and agreeable. His anfwer was fliort, but 
very full. " Sir, on this ifle there is neither 
mountain nor river ; but as for lakes, thank God I 
we have enough of them." 

The weather was now become very warm, and 
I promifed myfelf an agreeable journey through 
Sweden, in defiance of bad inns, and every incoli- 
Tenience I was threatened with. The feafon 
was, indeed, uncommonly favourable. Only 
three years ago, they were yet buried in all the 
horrors of winter at this very time, accompanied 
with a dearth of provifions, which approached to 
a famine. Carriages and horfes loadecf with wood 
came over from Sweden on the ice, and returned 
agaioi at the end of April, It was the 6th of 
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May, when four Englilh veifels broke up the ice, 
and entered the port of Copenhagen, which could 
hardly have fuftered greater hardfliips from the 
clofell liege by an enemy, than it had done by 
the inclemency of the weather. It was midfum- 
iner before the leaves appeared on the trees, or 
the feafon changed the alped of nature. I muft 
own, the relation of tht-fe fa 6ts reconciles one to 
England with all its fogs and changes of climate, 
•which, compared with thefe inhofpitable coun- 
tries, appear as trifling inconveniences, 

I was much prefTed, by my friends here^ to pro- 
tradt my departure for Stockholm a few days 
longer. Had I obeyed the iropulfe of my heart, 
J n.onld moft readily have complied with their 
rcqueft ; but as I intended to \ifit Peterlburgh 
and Mofcow during the furomer, befides the laft- 
mentioned capital, I was proof againft any folici- 
tations, however tempting. Though I had fcarce- 
ly been a month at Copenhagen, I had very coni-' 
plctely viewed every objr6t worth a traveller's 
attention 5 and, therefore, could have no induce- 
ment to prolong my (lay. 

I, therefore, left that metropolis on Saturday 
morning. May 14th, and reached Elfinoor at noon. 
I could not help flopping on the road for a few 
minutes at the village of Nivad, to fee the cele- 
brated fpot on which Charles- XII. of Sweden 
landed. The Danes oppofed his defcent, and 
ere6ted a battery of twelve cannon for that pur- 
pofe) but the young warrior, who was, at that 
tin>e, only fix teen years old, drove them from 
their entrcnihments, and was hirofelf among the 
iirfl ot thofe v> ho leaped from the boats on &ore. 
A celebrated author remarks, that great events, 
or anions, ftamp a veneration ou the fpot where 
V0L.XYII. E they 

• . • Digitized by Google 



I 

J 



50 wraxall's tour, 

they were performed, and imprefs the fpeftator 
with lively fentimcnts of pleafure many ages 
after. I had occalio'n to remember this obferva- 
tion, while I flood upon the battery, the cmbra- 
fures of which are now almoft grown up to a 
level with the reft of the turf, and which will 
fcarce exhibit, in another century, any traces of 
this engagement. It was a beautiful day, and I 
could not refift the united attractions of the Eng- 
lifh conful's lady and Elfinoor, the former of 
which requefted, and the latter demanded, my 
ftay for a day. This lady is a native of Arch- 
angel, in Rudia, and is an eminent proof that 
thofe frozen countries can produce minds as 
highly tenlpered, and as exquilitely failiioncd, as 
the moft happy and genial foils. 

1 crofled the celebrated pafiage of the Sound 
next morning, though it blew very fre(h. Wc 
wel*e over in little more than half an hour. At 
Helfimborg, where I entered the Swedifh domi« 
nions, I had the pleafure of viewing the beauti- 
ful landfcapc feverfed, which I had feen the pre- 
ceding evening from the ifland of Zealand. 
Which of the two is adually the moft charming, 
I leave connoiifeurs to determine. 1 rauft con* 
fefs, I liked the view from Elfinoor infinitely be- 
yond the other. Perhaps, private feelings gave 
rife to my prediledion. 

I drove twenty miles in the afternobUj and was 
then obliged, by the approach of night, and the 
want of horfes, to ftop at a miferable little ino, 
or rather cabin, where I could procure nothing 
befides milk. X lay down five hours in ipy clothes, 
and got again into the carriage at three o'clock 
next morning. Had I underftood properly the 
nunn^r of travelling in this country, which is to 

• fend. 
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fend a peafaat forward from every poft-houfe to 
procure horfes in readinefs, I ihould have doubt- 
iefs made a more rapid progrefsj but as I ne- 
glected this neceflary flep, I was obliged to wait 
at every ftage an hour or two, while the horfes 
were brought from the neighbouring villages. 

The following night was fpent in a more defo- 
late and dirty hovel than the firil, where I wrap- 
ped myfclf in my great coat, -and ilept upon a 
table. In the morning, when I continued my 
journey, the whole afpeft of nature was changed. 
The fnow lay upon the ground two feet deep, 
9nd the winter feemed to have renewed its eni- 
pirc over thefe inhofpitable plains, even during 
the fmiling month of May. In the hope of reach- 
ing Jonkioping at night, I fet out, however, in 
defiance of the inclemency of the weather, which, 
from having been very warm, was become in a 
few hours as cold and piercing as our Decembers. 
The drivers feemed totally unafFeded by this 
fudden alteration; and the peafants, both men 
and women, were all barefooted as before. The 
fnow, however, confpiring with the want of 
borfes, prevented me from reaching the town, 
and I lodged at a houfe, which, for horror of li- 
tuation, I never remembered paralleled. It is 
quite detached from any village or hamlet, and 
the fpot on which it flands is a bare rock, deAi- 
tutc of any covering or earth, and furrouuded on 
every fide by the deepeft woods it is poUible to 
conceive, and in which I had not feen one human 
creature for two leagues before my arrival. Yet, 
in this fituation, fatigue made me fleep very 
found, and my fervant by me, till three in the 
morning, when, with the return of day, I entered 
my carriage,. and bid adieu to this moH melaur 
E2 ^ . chdy 
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eholy and wretched habitation, which, however, 
had fecurity to recommend it : for here no ailaf- 
lin or robber was to be dreaded. 

] got to Jonkioping about ten o'clock in the 
morning of the 18th, and gladly enjoyed a few 
thouYs of relax^ation after fo many unpleafing oc- 
currences. It is difficult to give a pidure of the 
country through which I palfed from Helfimbor^. 
Tha firft twenty miles exhibited fome few marks • 
of cultivation and agriculture j and though there 
was not one colledion of huts or houfes, which 
could be denominated a village; yet, fcattered 
cottages, and a little ploughed land, amid ah ira- 
mcnle wafte, informed the paffenger that it was 
not totally unoccupied or unpeopled. But as I 
advanced farther into the province of Scania, and 
afterwards into that of Smaland, even thefe faint 
traces of human reiidence vanifhed. Groves of 
fir or afpen covered the country; and in the 
courfeof lixty miles I faw not a hundred people, 
and not ten hamlets : villages, there are not any. 
Jn fome pretty long ftages 1 did not difcem the 
countenance of man. 

In many places, the firs on either fide the road 
formed avenues, as noble as thofe which are often 
planted in the entrance to palaces, or noblemen's 
feats; and through the whole was fpread a kind 
of rude and gloom)' magnificence, which, fuper- 
added to their filence and lonelinefs, very firong- 
ly affeded the mind. Even the birds feem to 
have abandoned thefe dreary forefts, and I heard 
or faw none, except woodpeckers, and now and 
then the cuckoo. I enquired if they did not af- 
ford refuge to wolves or bears, as thefe animals 
are commonly found in thofe countries and places 
which want population ; but the peafants adfured 
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toe, the former were only in fmall numbers^ and 
rarely feen : and as to bears, the race was extind. 
This deplorable want of inhabitants is one of 
tjie many evils which Charles XII. entailed on 
his unhappy kingdom. Unchecked by the defeat 
of Pultowa, by the lofs of his richeft provinces 
and braveft fubje6ts, his rage for war, heightened 
by perfonal animofity to the king of Denmark, 
induced him ftill to exert new efforts, and make 
freih levies of foldiery from his bleeding and ex- 
baufted country 5 and though more than half a 
century has now elapfed flnce his death, Sweden 
has by no means recovered herfelf, or repeopled 
her uninhabited plains. 

The peafants are civil and humble to obfequi- 
oufnefs, grateful for the fmalleft triflei and infi- 
nitely lefs uncivilized and barbarous, than one 
would be tempted to fuppofe from the appearance 
of every thing around them*. I faw a number 
of very pretty forms among the women, who 
n(ed to crowd round the carriage at every poft- 
houfe, either out of curiofity, or to obtain charity. 
Had I not taken the precaution to carry wine 
and provifions with me in the chaife, I muft have 
been almoft flarved in three or four days journey 
through thefe miferable provinces, where the« 
peafants are (Irangers to every kind of aliment, 
exccf t bread, and fait pork or filh. It is, indeed, 
t qucftion whether the former of thefe deferves 
the name of bread, as it is a compound of rye and 
oats; among which they mingle, in times oif 
dearth and famine, a kind of ftour made of the 

♦ Refinement and civilization do not much depend on cli* 
m^tc ! they arc influenced more by religion and lawsj by cx«» 
an'.ple, laa (.nccurage^ncot. 

E 3 ^ internal 
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internal bark of trees rafped : it is of a colour 
approaching to black, and of a tafte to which 
only hunger can give a relilh. As Charles XII. 
however, faid to one of his foldiers who com- 
plained, '* It is not good, but it may be eaten.*' 

My fervant, who was a German, and had wan- 
dered, over half Europe in various fervices, was 
quite tired with four days of fuch miferable ac* 
comraodation,*and exclaimed in a rapture, at the 
light of Jonkioping, that it was Uparadis terrejire^ 
It is, indeed, in itfelf a very neat country town* 
and moft delightfully iituated on the lake Veter. 
The lake ittelf, which is near a hundred Engliih 
miles in length, extends far beyond the view to 
the north, and.refembles rather the fea than a 
piece of inland water. 

I left Jonkioping n^xt morning, after the en-* 
joymcnt of all that luxury of repofe, which caa 
only be purchafed by preceding fatigue.^ My 
journey from thence, foj* near thirty miles, lay 
along the (hore of the lake Veter, under the high 
mountains which bound it on the eaft fide. I thea 
entered the province of Eaft Gothland, and reach-r 
cd the city of Lindkoping, which is the capital, 
the fame night. I was charmed to find myfclf 
once more in a civilized and inhabited country | 
every thing had affumed a cheerful appearance j 
and the groves of fir were fucceeded by a culti- 
vated and liberal foil, covered with grain, and ex- 
hibiting marks of induftry. • 

Lindkoping is an inland -place, very ancicntt 
and has nothing to detain a traveller, except its 
cathedral. It was, however, io crowded at the 
time I was there with the Swediflj noblemen and 
their train, who were fent to condu6t the Prlnccfs 
of Holftein-ijutin, defigaed for Prince Charles, 
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Vis Swediil: inajcfty's brother, that I had no littler 
difficulty to procure a bed. 

I lay at Norkoping the foil owing night, which 
is only twenty miles ^iftant from the former. It 
is a very large town, and remarkable for its ma- 
nnfa^ures of firearms, and every fort of military 
weapons'. I went ov^r the whole work, accom- 
panied by the landlord of the inn, who fpoke 
Italian, and muft confefs, th^t it appeared to me 
highly to deferve attention. 

About four miles north of the town, I pafTe^ 
the high mountains which feparate Eaft Gothlap^ 
from the province of Sudermania. Here the 
country again becomes rocky, barren, and woody, 
A fcanty foil, where induftry, however ind^fati- 
gable, can only produce a iickly harveft, covers 
the bofom of a vaft expanfe of rock, which, in 
many places, appears bare and hideous, or only 
gives birth to a number of firs, \yhich run tip tq 
a vaft height on its naked furface, and feem 
l^indly lent by nature to conceal, in fome degree;, 
ber penurious and inhofpitable afpeft. 

I llept at a little village about twenty- feven 
miles from Stockholm. I'he road from Hel(im-f 
borg to this place cannot be exceeded by any in 
Europe. It is made by the government, as thofe 
in France, and renders travelling very expeditious, 
where the relays of horfes are provided by a cou- 
rier. The horfes are all very fmall, and, as they 
harnefs them abreaft of each other, and never 
drive with a fewer number than four, it has the 
air of a triumph, rather than a.poft chaife. 

I did not fee one bit, however fmall, either of 
gold or filvcr, in my long journey from Helfim- 
borg to this place; nor have they, ^am well af- 
iured; any fuch commodities in the provinces, 
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In lieu of thefe two articles, generally ufed atnong 
UJi, they have copper and paper, which fupply 
their place. Their bank notes are as low as one 
fliilling and iixpence, and they have them of alt 
values, riiing gradually from that fum. It was 
often not a little diverting, when I tendered 
them one of fifty copper dollars, which is ade* 
quate to twelve Ihillings and (ixpence Englilhy 
to fee them bring both their hands full of coppec 
coins J nor can they convert it into current mo- 
ney by any other means. Money here may truly be 
laid to be a burthen, as the want of it is a cur(e. 

This extreme fcarcity, or rather, this abfoluto 
. want of all gold and' lilver, is one of thofe nu- 
merous evils which originated from Charles XIFs 
paflion for war. It is well known, that towards 
the end of his reign, he obliged his fubjedts to 
give up all the filver of which they were poffelf- 
ed, and'in its place he returned them fmall cop^ 
per pieces, which he ordered to pafs as iilvcr 
dollars, value nine pence each, throughout his 
dominions. This was Baron Gortz*s -Inventioo, 
to fupply the king with money to carry on the 
war in Norway; and it coft him his head, afteB 
the death of his mader. Numbers of thefe coins 
yet remain, though their imaginary value exifts 
np longer, and they are reduced to their iutrinlic 
worth, which is fomewhat lefs than a farthing, 
three of them conftituting a halfpenny. 

The weather was ffill extrenaeiy cold in this 
climate. There was, likewife, an evident differ- 
eoce between this province and that of Eaft 
Gothland j in the latter, the trees were moftly in 
leaf, whereas here the fpring was much more 
*^ackward, and in fome parts there were fcarce 
fignsof its approach.- Thefe kingdoms may 
1 ^ well 
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well be called the domain of winter, fince he 
leigDs here for nine months'in full pofleflion. 

As I approached the capital, the country ap- 
peared ftill more rocky, barren, and defert, and 
at the diftance of a fingle mile from it, I wad 
jea&y to fancy myfelf in (he moll unfrequented 
and dcfolate wild. Nothing marks the vicinity^ 
©fa great metropolis. Agriculture cannot exert' 
ker powers, or labour produce harvefts, where 
nature has, denied the means. The eye difcerns 
nothing on every fide except firs and rugged 
locks 5 and it would feem as if famine had here 
^xed her eternal refidence. 

I entered Stockholm over a floating bridge, of 
a very confiderable length, acrofs the river. After 
l>aviog undergone a very ftri6k fearch, at the 
gates, I proceeded into the cityj and took up 
my lodgings clofe to the palace 5 and, as my 
landlord informed me, in the very apartments 
where his grace the archbifhop of Upfal relided 
during fix months, previous to the coronation of 
bis prefent majefty, which office he performed. 
Yet, a monk of La Trappe might almoft occupy 
tfaem without an infringement of his vow of 
mortification ; and though I paid a ducat and a 
balf, or foiirteeri (liilUngs, a week, I was fcarcely 
ever fo indiiferently accommodated in any city of 
Europe. The quality, which induced the arch- 
bifhop to take them, was, no doubt, their vicinity 
to the palace. It would be difficult to difeover 
any other to recommend them. 
• I cannot fay that I found ntiany charms, at 
firft, in this city j the court were all in the coun- 
try, at their refpe6tive palaces, and there was 
only one publie diverfion during the week, which 
W^ ^ 5wc4iih opera, 
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In almoft every point of view, the fituation ot 
Stockholm is injadicious and improper for the 
capital of the kingdom. PolicyV plenty, and cona- 
merce. Teem all to di6l!ate another part of Swe-^ 
den as much more eligible. 

The inhabitants themfelves aifured me» that 
the place owed its original, only about three cen* 
turies ago, to an accidental contingency, which 
may in fome meafyire account for its unprepitious 
fite. The viceroy, who at that time governed the 
country under Chriftian II. of Denmark, deter* 
mined to found a city -, and indcad of fixing oa 
a proper fpot for the execution of his plan, he 
very wbimiically fet a large piece of wood afloat 
down the Meier Lake, and refolved that at what^^- 
ever place it fhould (lop,, there to build his pro- 
jeded town. A fmall iiland arreded the dick in 
its progrefs, and the name of Stockliolm is faid to 
have been given it from this circumftance. 

I was Ihewh the exad point of land where tra- 
dition fays it happened, and where the £rfi build-t 
ings of the city were ereded. However this be, 
it was hardly poiBble to have found a more barret]i 
defert, or a lefs inviting fituation in all almoft all 
refpe^s. Even the river has a number of incon- 
veniences, as it winds in a furprifing manner* 
and having no tides, ihips mud have a fair wind 
to reach the town ; and fhould it be contrary, it 
is abfolutely impoflible. If I pointed out that 
fpot of Sweden, which appears to me bed adapt- 
ed for the fituation of a captital, I fhould mentioa 
Carlfcrone. Its centrical fituation between Co- 
penhagen and Peterfburg; its vicinity to Pome- 
r^nia and Germany ; the fertile province of Sca- 
nia, accounted the dneft in Sweden, behind it ; a 
nort capable of containing the whole deet> aod itt 
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"^^vhich th^ are at this time always Rationed } its 
climate, more mild and fouthern than that of 
Stockholm by fome degrees ; all thefe circum- 
flances combined, fufficiently indicate its fuperior 
advantages. 

There is fomewhat uncommonly favage and 
inhofpitable in the whole circumjacent country 
licre* Even in this lovely feafon, when all ani- 
mate and inanimate nature wakes from the long 
{lumber of a polar winter, every thing is joylefs 
and unfertile, and the rays of the fun are refle6ted 
from the expanfe of (tone which invefts the city 
round on every fide, and from whofe bofom no 
verdure fprings to relieve the eye. 
* This kingdom has, however, been more pro- 
clu6tive of immortal and fublime fpirits, than all 
the others of the north. I felt myfelf affected 
with a reverential awe, as I walked through the 
church which contains all that is mortal of Gul- 
tavus Adolphus, of Torftenfon, of Baner, and 
Charles XII. I ftepped with decent humility over 
the vaults where their bodies are interred, and 
found a melancholy fatrsfaAion in furveying the 
marble raifed to their deathlefs fame. 

I had feveral converfations with the natives 
here on the fubjeft of the viAories and death of 
' the laft of tbefe heroes. They are almoft unani- 
mous in the apprehenfion, or rather avowal, that 
he was put to death by thofe about him, and did 
not fall by a (hot from the walls of Fredericjhall, 
as is commonly fuppofcfd. 

Moniieur Voltaire has taken great pains to 
prove the contrary, and to vindicate the engineer 
who accompanied him, at the time, from fo foul 
a fufpicion ; but different concluiions may be 
drawn from his premifes. ** The king,", fay she, 

*• walked J 
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*' walked oat to view the ftate of the advance* 
inade by his forces : it was night j he kneeled 
down, the better to infped: then>, and leaned hw » 
head on his hands. In this attitude, amid the 
darknefs, he received a ball into his temple, and 
fell on the parapet, fetching a deep figh. He 
was dead in an inftant ; but in that inftant he had" 
yet force and courage to put his hand to his 
fword, and lay in that pofture. Megret, a French 
engineer, immediately^faid with a cpolnefs which 
diftinguilhed his chara6ter — *' The play is over j 
let us be gone !" 

Megret's remark was fuch, as one can with 
difficulty fuppofe any man to make, who had not 
a pre-fentiment of the winding up of this bloody 
cataftrophe. Add to this, that tlie Swedes were 
tired of a prince, under whom they had loft their 
richeft provinces, their braveft troops, their na- 
tional riches. No difafters could reclaim the 
monarch from his ambitious, though unluccefsful, 
purfuits) and therefore, nothing remained but to 
difpafch him. It was a very favourable oppor- 
tunity, and was improved to the utmoft. The 
prince of Hefle, his brotlier-in-law, made little 
enquiry into the a^air, ^nd all paifed without 
noife or tumult. . 

I am the more inclined to give credit to this 
relation of Charles's death, from ray own remark* 
on 'his drefs. In the arfenal they preferv.e, with 
great care, the clothes he was habited in at. the 
time he fell. Thefe I examined very minutely. 
The coat is a plain blue cloth regimental one, 
fuch as every common foldier wore. Round the 
waift he had a broad buff -leather belt, in which 
hung his fword. The hat is torn only about aa 
inch fquar« in that part of it4vhich lies oter.the. 
. * templcj^ 
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temple, and certainly would have been ranch more 
injuredby a large (hot His gloves arc made of vesy 
fine leather, and as the left one is perfe6tly clean 
and un foiled, could only have been newly put on. 
The right hand glove is covered in the infide 
with blood, and the belt, at that part where the 
handle or hilt of his fword lay, is likewife 
bloody 5 fo that it feems clear he had previonlly 
put his hand to his head on receiving the blow, 
before he attempted to draw his fword, and make 
refinance.- However, as he expired in the inftantj 
no abfolute inference can be made; and after 
having exhaufted conjcfture, we muft draw a veil 
over this ambiguous and dark tfanfa^ion, and 
reft contented with that ignorance and uncertain^ 
ty which fo often waits on the deaths of fove* 
reigns. Dr. Johnfcn juftly fays of Charles XU. 

<« His fall was deftin'd to a barren ftrand, 

*• A petty fortrefs, and a dubiotxs hand $ 

•'He left the name at which the world grew pale, 

<« To point a moral, or adorn a tale.'* 

The palaces In Sweden, though numerous 
enough, arelefsfplendid or magnificent than Ihave 
feen in mofl other countries of Europe* Neither 
architedure nor painting difplay their beauties 
here, in any great degree 5 and theijr monarchs, 
. though crowned with laurels and militaiy trophies, 
have never fignalized themfelves by the prote6lion 
of the fofter arts, which humanize and refine a 
nation. There is, however, one fignal exception 
to this remark in the perfon of the prefent queen 
dowager. This exalted lady, who is filler to the 
reigning king of PruflSa, is the avowed prote6ireft 
of letters, and cncourager of merit. Her fum- 
mer refidence is at Droningholoi, . This palace is 
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worthy of notice, though it is neither large nor 
fplendid/ It is compofed of brick, and was erod- 
ed by Charles X. about the middle of the laft 
century. Its fituation is lingular, on the banks 
of the Meier Lake, which almofl walhes one of 
its fides. The gardens, which are la>ge, and ex- 
tend in front of it, form a fine contrail to the pro- 
fpefts from every other part* which are only rude 
rocks, firs, and water. It is the triumph of cul- 
tivation and elegance, oppofcd to that of a favage 
wildernefs. All the apartments of the palace de- 
mon Urate the fine tafte of its owner. Some of 
them contain colledions of gems and medals 5 
others are filled with natural curiolities, marbles, 
petrifa6tions, and infects. The names of Paul 
Vcronefe, of Rubens, and of Rembrandt, are not 
here unknown, and feveral of their bell pieces ap- 
pear in the rooms. 

I was allo'nilhed to fee fo ample a library 5 the 
books are colleded with great judgn^eht, and are 
in every branch of fciencc. I was alTured that 
the queen underftands Latin as well as the mo- 
dern languages -, and I could not help remarking 
a Horace which lay open on her reading deik, 
among feveral Englilh, French, and Italian au- 
thors. She has enriched this palace with many 
valuable antiquities brought from Herculaneum 5 
and the idols of Egypt, Serapis, Ilis, and the dog 
Anubis, are among her colledion. I muft own I 
was very agreeably furprifed to find myfelf fur- 
rpunded with all the richeft produdions of Greece 
and Italy, at a little villa on the banks of a lake 
in Sweden, where I only expefted to fee the ftand- 
ards of Charles XIL or the battles of Guftavus 
Adolphus, wove in tapeftry. There are, however, 
two galleries which are painted in that Hyle : one 
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is decorated witli the vidtories of Charles X. and. 
t he other with thofe of his fon Charles XI. The 
Icings of this country feem to have poflefled ta- 
lents for war by hereditary right 5 and we find 
xiot one of them, who appears in that point of light^. 
to have degenerated from their great founder, 
Gudavus Vafa . In fome families there appears an 
entailed heroic courage, while others fhew the 
brighteft virtues of the mind in lineal defcent. 

In the gardens, the queen dowager has lately 
built a little palace of pleafure, in a femi-circular 
form, compofed of feveral apartments fitted up in 
that tade which we ufually call the Chinefe; 
though, unJefs a few Mandarins and Vafes of 
China form this ftyle, of which we really know 
fcarce any thing, it may juft as well be called an. 
European ftrudure, where whimfy and caprice 
form the predominant chara6ter, and fpread a, 
grrotefque air through the whole. 

The city of Stockholm forms a very (Iriking 
contrad to the capital of Denmark. It is larger 
confiderably ; but its fuperiority of fize refults 
more from/fingularity of fituation, than any real 
advantage it has over Copenhagen in that refpeQ. 
It is built on feven fmall iilands, or rocks formed 
by the river, and the fuburbs extend on the main 
land to a confiderable diflance^ north and fouth. 
The inequality of the ground renders almoft all 
the ftreets fleep and inconvenient for carriages ; 
but the houfes are lofty and handfome, though 
chiefly compofed of brick. It is enlarged nearly 
half (ince the death of Charles XII. and there are 
many very noble ftreets in thefe new quarters, of 
a vatt length. 

In the midft of the city, (lands the royal palace^ 
on a hill very fteep on every fide, and command* 
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a complete profpeA of the metropolis, the river, 
and circumjacent country. It is iiquare, fronting 
every way, and though much inferior in conve- 
nience or fplendor, in the internal part, to that of 
Copenhagen, has a better efFeft when^ viewed 
from without. It was begun by Charles XI. 
contin^ied under Frederic and the late king, but 
is not yet totally completed. During the winter, 
the whole royal famfty rcfide in it, though dif- 
perfed in the fummer months at their refpe6tive 
country feats. Many of the apartments are 
fplendidly furnifhed ; but there is nothing which 
can vie with Droningholm in the exhibition.of art 
and refinement. 

Scarce any thing c^n be imagined more lovely 
and agreeable, than the appearance of the river ; 
it is divided into a number of branches, the fides 
of which are covered with public buildings, and 
elegant houfcs. In fome places, where the breadth 
16 very confiderable, its ft ream is perfe6tly tran- 
quil and flow -, in others, where the channel is 
narrow, it ruihes through with the impetuofity 
of a torrent. So many fmall iflands are formed 
by it below the town, that almoft every maga- 
zine of naval or military ftores polTelTcs a detach- 
ed one 5 and there is a wild and romantic caft 
through the whole landfcape, which is not un- 
pleafing to the fpeftator, and which characterizes 
northern views. 

The quay is not long, but of a prodigious 
breadth ; and I am aflured there is ten fathoms 
water clofe to the ihore. In feveral refpeds it is 
tlmoft unrivalled. 

I had the honour to be prefentcd to the king 
on the 2d of June ; and of a prince fo diftinguifli- 
9d for his abilities^ and who at the early age of 
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twenty-iix, was able to change the form of go- 
vernment, without blood or difBculty, it is im- 
poflible to be filent. But to give a more com-, 
plete idea of the late revolution, and of its caufes 
and confequences, it is neceflary to take a review 
of the Swedifh hiftory for about half a century 
back. 

The oppreflion of the concluding years of .the 
reign of Charles XII. was fuch, that on his death 
in 17 18, the ftates obliged his filler Ulrica Eleo-^ 
nora, previous to her afcending the throne, to re- 
nounce all hereditary right or abfolute power, and 
to hold the crown merely by eledive confent. She 
refigned even this limited fovereignty two years 
after, into the hands of her hulband the prince of 
Hfeffe, who died in 1 751. He had the reputation of 
a brave and active king, and it is generally appre- 
hended, would have repofTefledhimfelf of that 
power which his queen had been deprived of, if 
his want of children had not made him indiffer- 
ent to fuch an acquifition. 

Adolphus, the late fovereign, was a weak man, 
and under him the democratical authority attain- 
ed its utmoft height. The royal revenue was 
very inadequate to his dignity, and his weight in 
the fcale of government became inconfiderable 
and defpifed. 

In this fituation Gullavus III. fucceedcd to the 
crown. He poflcfTed the fame advantage over his 
two immediate predeceflbrs, which his prefent 
majefty Grcorge III. of England did over his, on 
his acceffion -, that he was born in the country 
over which he reigned, and fpoke the language 
perfedly. The Swedes, who, fince theye^r 172b, 
had feen only foreigners on the throne, were 
charmed to have once more a king from aniong 
F 3 itizedbyGoogi them- 
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themfclvcs ; an4 filver medals we;rc ft rock ta 
commemorate this happy era, on the reverie of 
which is this infcriptiou — Faderns land et, *• Itji 
my native land/* 

If full credit is to be given to the accoants of 
the late procedures of government, while veiied 
in the fcnate, it was high time to redrcls the inju- 
ries they did the ftate, which fuftered greater evils 
from their refolution, the delays, the divifions of a 
large alTembly, than it can ever undergo from an 
dbfolnic monarch. Time had matured thefc 
feeds of diffiitisfaftion ; and a young prjnce, be- 
loved by bis fubie^s, was ready to taKe advantage 
pf them. 

On the igth of Auguft, 1772, this extraordi- 
nary event was produced, which again reftorcd to 
the crown thofe prerogatives (he had loft for more 
than half 3 century. The king s fecrecy, addrefs^ 
and diffimulation, in fo dangerous and critical a 
jun6kure, far furpafled what might have been ex- 
pe6ted from his age. It is faid only five perfon^ 
in 'the kingdom were intrufted with the deiign. 
which was carried iqto execution with as much 
vigour, as it had been planned with fagacity and 
judgment. The foldiery and the people were 
fucceflively gained by the eloquence with which 
the young king addrefled them- Very few per-, 
fons were imprifoned, and that only for a fhort 
time ; nor have any of them experienced, in the 
fmalleft degree, any diminution of the royal fa?- 
vour on account of their oppofition. The fenatc 
took a new oath of allegiance to the prince, and 
tranquillity was reQored throughout the kingdom. 

It muft not be imagined, howevdr, that an un- 
limited monarchy is eftabliflied in Sweden. On 

^ contrary, they pretend that the prefent torm 
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€>f government is built on the model of the Eng* 
li(h one, and that in fome important particulars, 
the fovereign is more reftri^ted than ours^ fincc he 
can neither make war nor peace without the ap^ 
probation of the other branches of the adminiftra* 
tion. It is, however, difficult to fay, what limits 
are exactly fixed, or how far they may be enlarged 
and infringed, particulaply under a prince who 
has already fucceeded in his firjft enterprife, and 
certainly polTefles, in an eminent degree, many of 
thofe qualifications and talents, which bare a pro- 
digious influence over the multitude. 

He is atfable in his manners and converfatioa 
even to condefcenfion, which muft infallibly ren- 
der him beloved. He infpeds into every depart- 
ment of ftate in bis own perfon, and the meaneft 
fubje^ may prefent his grievances without fear of 
repulfe. His foldiery adore him, and the peculi- 
ar attention he pays to their difcipline, the conti^ 
nual reviews he makes of his regiments in differ- 
ent parts of his dominions, his difdain of fatigue, 
and undoubted perfoqal courage, may probably 
render Sweden fome years hence more iraponanC 
in the fcale of Europe, than Ihe has been fincc 
Charles's death*. Unable to reward thofe offi-» 
cers who adhered particularly to him at the revo- 
lutfon, with penfions or pecuniary emoluments, 
he has found means to attach them by ribbons 
pnd flars, which he diftributed without parfimo- 
ny, and which are equally effe6tual, without 
draining an exbaufled treafury. He has likewif(i 

• The melancholy cata'Vcophe of Guftavus III. who began 
his career with fo much addref^, and ihevveU fucK proot^ of 5rm« 
nefs and magnanimity on many trying QCcaliojW| is i^iU frelh *»»! 
;hw (ccQlle^Uon of the public, 
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founded a new order of knighthood, known by* 
the name of Vafa, defigned for men of merit in 
every flation, and which is conferred, without the 
leaft attention to birth or diftin6tion, on every 
inan who-deferves well of his country. 

His roajefty is attive on all occafions, more 
commonly on horfe-back than in a carriage, and 
has rarely any of the parade of royalty. In his 
perfon he is rather low, and inclined to thinncfs ; 
bis face is not handfome, and, what is lingular, 
one fide of it does not refemble the other, his 
features being a little dillor ted ; an accident which 
probably happened in the birth. 

I could not help remarking, in thofe rooms 
which the king occupies, that the walls were co- 
vered with views of Narva and Pultowa, and that 
on the tables lay plans of battles and fieges innu- 
merable, chiefly thofe fought by Charles XII. 
and the other Swedilh kings. This plainly evinces 
the nature of his ttudies. 

On the 3d tff June, I quilted Stockholm, in 
company with a gentleman who did me the ho- 
nour to be my guide, in a tour to Upfal and the 
Mines, and to whole politenefs and attention I 
was exceedingly indebted. We ftepped into our 
vis-k-vis about fix in the evening, and only ftop- 
plng to change horfes, about three o'clock in the 
morning, we arrived at the gentleman's feat, where 
we propofed making a {hortftay. I can hardly fay 
•we travelled by night, fince, at this feafon of the 
year, darknefs is unknown, and I could have very 
eafily read a good print at midnight. The houfe 
U built in one of the moft eligible and pleafant 
fituations in this country, on the banks of 
a lake, about nine Englifb miles in circumfe- 
rence, and in a cultivated country. In the after- 
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noon of the enfuing day, we croiTed the lake in a 
boat, where it was about a league broad, to view 
the ruins of a callle on the op[)ofite fide, which 
CKa6tly faces the houfe where we were entertain- 
ed, and fornis a beautiful termination of the view. 
An ancient peafant condiided us through /"uch 
of the apartments as are yet accedibl?^. He faid, 
it was called Morby Palace, and had been built 
no lefs than eleven hundred years ago. It paflfed 
finally into the renowned family of the Oxen- 
(lierns, who inhabited it in the lad century, but 
quitted it on account of its continual want of 
repairs. He added, that many of the Swedifli fo- 
vereigns; in days of yore, had vidted it, and that 
national diets had been held within its walls. It 
has, indeed, a moll venerable and majedic ap- 
pearance at this time, and there feemed to be aa 
air of departed fplendor fpread through the 
whole, which corroborated very Itrongly the pea- 
fantVftory. The evening was uncommonlyfi ne^ 
the fun (hone full upon the ruins of the building, 
and its walls were waflied by the waters of the 
lake. All nature around' was ferene and placid j 
ao wind ruffled the furface. 

We returned before fupper to our benevolent 
hoft, who omitted nothing to render our vifit 
agrefeble, and preffingly folicited us to prolong 
it fome days. Early next morning, however, we 
proceeded on our journey, ^nd \Vere entertained 
at another maj^nificent country feat, belonging to 
the fame gentleman, about thirty miles from the 
firfl, by his fteward, to whom he had previoufly 
fent orders for that purpofe. "We drove twenty- 
miles in the afternoon, and alighted about five 
at a palace, rather than a villa, belonging to a la- 
' i^t whofe bufband was an EngHlhman, and was 
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lately dead. The name of the houfe is Forfinark.. 
She was playing at chefs^ with an old nobleman, 
when we entered, and moft politely bid us wel- 
come; requefting us, at the fame time, to make 
as long a Hay as our time would admit. I com- 
plied wiUi fo polite an invitation, without know- 
ing the fuperadded inducements I afterwards 
fomid. Tea was brought, and two ladies, who, 
as well as ourfelves> were vifiters, entered the 
room. The eldeft of thefe might, perhaps, be 
about fixty. She was a native of England, and 
was married to Count Gyllenbourg, during his 
refidence as envoy at the court of London, in the 
reign of (reorge I. ^ The youngeft, who was her 
niece, might be between nineteen and twenty 
years of age. A few freckles, which the fun had 
produced on her fltin, in fpite of every care to 
prevent it, only ferved to fet off the faireft com- 
plexion in the world. Her features were very 
fraall, and the contour of her face more approach- 
ing to the round than oval% Her under lip, in 
fpeaking, bung a little down, and dilclofed, at 
times a range of teeth perfedly clean and white. 
The colour of her eyes was grey j but nature had 
given them a perfuafive and afte6Ung eloquence, 
which left the gazer no power to critically exa- 
mine them. Her hands were exquilitel y forced -, 
her fingers long, and her nails finely ihaped. 
Her habit was a jefuite a la cam^gne. It was of 
purple brown, trimmed with white filk, and reach- 
ing to the wrilb. Round her neck the wore a 
blue and whitefatin binding, and from that de- 
pended a little diamond crofs. Her hair was 
light, and- drefled with a very becoming grace. 
Through her whole perfon and drefs, was a pro* 
trete and Acatncfs, which was firikingly attrac- 
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* ti ve, and which had peculiar merit in a country 
where the women of every condition, are rather 
liable to the contrary imputation. Her conver- 
fation was fuch as became a perfon of education 
and condition. She fpoke the pureft French, and 
with the moft graceful delivery, and could con- 
verfe fluently in Englifh, which (he had learned 
from her aunt. She fung prettily, and at my re* 
quell favoured me with tvvo or three Swediih^ as 
well as .French fongs. I was more pleafed with 
the former, which I did not underftand, than 
with the latter, which I could perfedly compre- 
hend. I wiihed to know th^fentiment couched 
under the words, and defire^f her to inform m« 
what was the fubjeft of them. She declined this 
explanation, from an incapacity of transfufing its 
beauty into another language 5 and I feemed per- 
fe6kly convinced, that her avowed excufe was 
juft, though my heart affigned a truer reafon for 
her refufal, ^nd gave me, perhaps, as faithful an 
idea of the fong, as a literal tranflation could 
have donQ. It is needlefs to fay, I paid to fuch a 
woman all that humble and affiduous attention, 
which her perfonal and mental accompli fh men ts 
fo juftly challenged," and to which I could not 
be infenfible. She feemed pleafed with my en- 
deavours to render inyfelf acceptable to her, and 
I had the vanity and the weaknefs to imagine, 
that I had foon forae little intereil in her efteem. 
We all breakfafled in our feparate rooms the next 
morning, according to the cuftom here 5 where 
people never meet, as in England, round a large; 
tea-table. 

On coming down, I found Coun£ Liewen, the 
nobleman whom I mentioned at my firft arrival. 
He polices the highest honours Sweden can be« 
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flow, being one of the fixteen ienatofs, and i 
knight of the Seraphim, which is the moll ho- 
nourable of any order. Our converfation turn- 
ing on Charles XII. his charader, and vi6lories, 
I alked him, if he remembered that monarch's 
deaths and would favour me with the particulars 
of it. He gave me the fulleil anfwef to this 
queftion, as nearly as memory will allow, in the 
following words : 

" There s^tq now very few alive, faid he, who 
can fpeak with fo much certainty to that point as 
my (elf. . I was in the camp before Fredcriciliall, 
and had the honour to ferve the king in quality 
of page, on that^ight when he was killed. I 
have no doubt that he was aifadinated. The night 
was extremely dark, and it was almoft an impof- 
iibility that a ball from the fort could enter his 
head at the diftance, and on the fpot where he 
jlood. I faw the king's body, and am certain 
thc'wound in his temple was made by a piftol 
bullet. "Who gave it is unknown. Siker was 
fufpe^ed, becaufe he was not with his maje% 
previous to the blow, but appeared a moment af- 
ter. Thofe, added he, who are ufcd to nrilitary 
affairs, know tl e report and noife which a cannon 
ball makes ; but the report of the fhot, which dc- 
ftroyed the king, was that of a piece clofe at hand, 
and totally different. It was the general opinion 
in the army at tl>f time^ that he was put to death 
by a private hund." 

I w^s abfolutely enchanted with the converfa- 
tion of this venerable nobleman, and felt that 
wifdom can falcinate as much as beauty, where 
it is fo pre-eminently poffcffed. Was not my felf- 
connmand, therefore, to be applauded, when, in 
i|>ite*of io many inducements to prolong my flay, 
a ■ ^ , lyel 
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I yet forced myfelf away the following evening, 
and purfued, though with reludance, my intend- 
ed journey? I muft, however, mention one cir- 
camftance relative to the young lady of whom I 
fpoke before, which may, perhaps, raife a fmile 
at my expence. There is an odd etiquette adjuft- 
cd in this part of the world for female deport* 
ment, which permits to a lover, or an acquaint- 
ance, the moft unbounded familiarity with the 
hand of his miftrefs \ but her lips, nay, her very 
cheek is a palladium which Ihe guards with un- 
remitting vigilance, and to which neither elo- 
quence nor fubtilty can ufually procure him any 
accefs. I was refolved to try whether I could not 
furmount this vexatious obftacle, and obtain one 
conqueft over the tyranny of prefcription. I be- 
thought me of a ftratagem, and already bound 
my brow with the myrtles I made myfelf fure of 
gathering; When I was taking my leave, I be- 
gan with the miftrefs of the manfion, and return- 
ing her my warmeft acknowledgments for her 
bounty and hofpitality, bowed moft refpedlfully 
on her hand, which ihe gave me to falute. " And 
now, madam," faid I in Engliih to the old lady, 
** I fhall take leave of you in the Englifti ftyle : 
I am fare you have no objedion," So faying, I 
put my arms about her neck, and kifled her 
cheek. She was very well fatisfied with this 
piece of gallantry, and faid to me, laughing, 
** Go and ferve Charlotte fo.'* I advanced, elate 
with joy, and throwing into my attitude and 
countenance, the utmolt humility and fupjjica- 
tion, alked if I might not afpire to fuch an ho- 
nour. I (libuld not, however, have waited for aa 
explicit con lent, and was juft going to reap thd 
fruit of my intrigues and labours, when, fteppin^ 
Vol. XVII. G gtizedbyGoogi back. 
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back haftlly two paces, fhe laid her hahd on her 
fcreaft, with an air which implied more than any 
words could have done, and throwing a look at 
me of furprife and refufal — '* Sir," faid fbe, 
*' you muft remember that I am a native of Swe- 
den." — She needed not to be more minute or firm 
in her determination : I faw that I had under- 
taken an enterprife above ray capacity, and had 
only to endeavour to retire with honour. Her 
hand (he tendered me ; and making a virtue of 
neceffity, I imprinted on it a cold kifs, and bade 
her farewel. She looked at me when I left the 
roomj and accompanying us to the gate, follow- 
ed the carriage with her eye till it was out of 
iight. Whether flie intended this as fome corn- 
pen fation for her rejedion of my attempt, or whe- 
ther (he did not partly repent of having refufed, 
from an illiberal prejudice, fo innocent a liberty, 
I cannot pretend to fay. 

We lay at a very pretty village, called Oftarby, 
on the night of thd .5th, and went about three 
miles next morning to fee the mines of Danmora. 
They are celebrated for producing the fined iron 
ore in Europe, the iron of which is exported into 
every country, and conllitutes one of the moft 
important fources of the national wealth and roy- 
sA revenue. The ore is not dug, as in the miaes 
of tin or coal, which we have in England, but 
is torn up by powder. This operation is per- 
formed every day at noon, and is one of the moll 
tremendous and awful it is poflfible to conceive. 
We arrived at the month of the great mine, 
which is ne.ir half an Eiigilfu mile in circumfe- 
rence, in time to be prefent at it. Soon after 
twelve, the rirll explolion began. I cannot com- 
pare it to any thing fo aptly as fubtcrraneons 
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thunder, or rather volleys of artillery difcharged 
under ground. The ftones are thrown up by the 
violence of the powder to a vaft height above 
the furface of the ground, and the concuflion is 
fo great as to Ihake the furrounding earth or 
rock on every fide. 

As foon as the explofions were finifhed, I de- 
termined to defcend into the mine. There is no 
way to do this, but in a large deep bucket, ca- 
pable of containing Vliree perfons, and fattened 
by chains to a rope. The infpeftor, at wholb 
Loufe I had ilept the preceding night, took no 
little pains to dilTuade me from the refolution, 
and pointed out the frequent and melancholy acci- 
dents that happen on fuch occafions, from which 
no care could abfolutely enfure me. Finding, 
however, that I was deaf to all his remonftrances, 
he provided me a clean bucket, and put two men 
into it to accompany me. I am not afliamed to 
own, that when I found myfelf thus fufpended 
between heaven and earth by a rope, and looked 
down into the deep and dark abj fs below me, 
to which I could fee no termination, I fhuddered 
with apprehenfion, and half repented my curioli- 
ty. This was, however, only a momentary fen- 
fation, and before I had defcended a hundred 
feet, I looked rouod on the fcene with very tole- 
rable compofure. I was near nine minutes before 
I reached the bottom, it being eighty fathoms, 
or four hundred and eighty feet. The view of 
the mine, when I fet my foot to the earth, was 
awful and fublime in the higheft degree : whe- 
ther terror or pleafure formed the predominant 
feeling as I looked at it, is hard to fay. The 
light of the day was very faintly admitted into 
thefe fubterranean caverns. In many places it 
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%vas abfolutely loft, and flambeaux fuppjied Iti 
place. I faw beams of wood acrofs fome parti 
from one fide of the rock to the other^ where the 
miners fat, employed in boring holes for the ad- 
jniffion of powder, with the mofl: perfedt uncon- 
cern> though the leafl dizzinefs, or even a failure 
in preferving their equilibrium, muft have made 
them lofe their feat, and daflied them to pieces 
9gainft the rugged furface of the rock beneath. 
The fragments torn up by the explofion previous 
to my defcent, lay in vaft heaps on all (ides, and 
the whole fcene was calculated to infpire a gloo* 
my admiration. 

1 remained three quarters of an hour in theft 
gloomy and frightful caverns, and traverfed every 
part of them which was acceflible, conduced by 
my guides. The weather above was very warm* 
but here the ice covered the whole furface of the 
ground, and I found myfelf furrounded with the 
colds of the moft rigorous winter, amid darknefi 
und caves of iron. In one of thefe, which ran a 
confiderable way under the rock, were eight 
wretches warming themfelves round a charcoal 
fire, and eating the little fcanty fubfiHeQce pro- 
duced from their miferable occupation. Thej 
rofe with furprife at feeing fo unexpefted a gueft 
among them, and I was not a little pleafed to dry 
my feet,, which were wet with treading on the 
xnelted ice, at their fire. 

There are no lefs than one thoufand three huor 
dred of thefe men conftantly employed in the 
mines, and their pay is only a copper dollar, or. 
three pence Englifh, a day. They were firft 
opened about 1580, under the reign of John III. 
but have only been worked conftantly finceChrif- 
tina*8 time. After having gratified my carioft- 
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iy, with a full view of thefe fabterranean apart- 
ments, I made the fignal for being drawn up, 
and felt fo little terror while reafcending, com- 
pared with that of being let down, that I am con- 
vinced, in five or fix times more, I fhould have 
l)een perfe6tly indifferent to it. So ftrong is the 
effeft of cuftom on the human mind, and fo con- 
temptible does danger or horror become, when 
familiarized by continual repetition. , 

Leaving the mines of Dannlora, we proceeded 
to the feat of Baron de Geer, at Loffta, which is 
about twenty miles dillant. He was gone, him- 
felf, into the province of Geftricia, only the day 
before ; but had left the ilrideft orders for our ' 
entertainment and reception with his fleward^ 
who performed with pun6luality his mafter's com- 
mand, and feemed to know po bounds to his Jiof- 
pitality and refpe6t. This is one of the handfomefl: 
country feats in Sweden, and is, I believe, one of 
the moft northern in Europe. Nature is every 
where forced at an immenfe expence, and art has 
omitted nothing to-embellifh and adorn a fpot, 
which, without it, muft be a melancholy mar Ih, de- 
void of ;any beauty or charm. It may be a very 
agreeablerefidencefor a few weeks in July and Au- 
guft, but is too near the pole, to be tolerable the 
far greater part of the year. Such is my detefta- 
tion of thefe inhofpitable and polar countries, 
that no honours or fortunes could tempt me to 
remain in rhem, and I would rather refide in a 
cottage, beneath a temperate and genial heaven, 
than in a palace inverted fo many months with 
ice and darknefs. This fentiment the Swedes 
laugh at, and aflure me that there are pleafures 
in furs and fledges, and the rigours of winter, of 
which I have no conception. I am very ready 
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to allow it, and only defire to be excufed ftcm 
experiencing them in my own pcrfon. Provi- 
dence has been kind enough to the natives of 
all countries, to infpire them with a prediledion 
for their own, or to blind them to its difadvan- 
tages 3 but this cannot apply to Grangers, who 
are at liberty to compare, and free to judge. 

From Baron de Gfeer*s feat, we had about twen-!* 
ty-five miles to the river Dahl, which divides the 
provinces of Upland and Geflricia. Here we left 
our carriage, and pafled over in a boat to the 
ifland of £lfcar-£ue. It is about three miles m 
circumference, and almoft entirely covered with 
woods of afpen, birch, and fir, which, at this fea- 
fon of the year, are very beautiful, and fpread a 
gloom and awfulnefs not unpleafing to a contem- 
plative mind. We lodged at a very genteel houfe, 
the mafter and miftrefs of which omitted no en- 
deavours to render our vifit agreeable. It was 
our intention to have made but a fhort ftayhere, 
but I found it impoflible fo foon to quit a place 
where I enjoyed the mod fublime and wondrouf 
profped I can almoft conceive. This is the ca- 
tarad of the river Dahl, about a mile and a half 
diftant from the houfe where we took up our 
abode. 

The Dahl rifes in Norwegian Lapland, and afr 
ter pafling through a vaft extent of country, 
empties itlelf into the fea about twenty miles 
from this place. It is above half a mile broad 
between the ifland Elfcar-Eue and the falls j but 
at the catjiradls, its banks being much narrower, 
it runs with vaft impetuofity. A fmall ifland, or 
rather rock, c^ half a quarter of a mile incircum- 
ferencci divides the river at the place. In the 
"'•nter, when one of the cats^rads is frozen over, 
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the ifland is acceffible -, but at this time it would 
be impoflible to reach it alive. The eye takes in 
both falls at once from either bank. The depth 
of each is about forty feet 5 but one is abrupt and 
perpendicular, the other oblique and fhelvihg. 
As nearly as I can judge by my eye, the breadth 
is not, in either, lefsthan eighty or ninety yards. 
The tremeodous roar of thefe catara6ks, which, 
wheaclofe, is fuperior far to the loudeft thun- 
dery the vapour which rifes inceflantly from 
them, and even obicures them from the eye in 
many parts 5 the agitation of the river below, for 
feveral hundred yards before it refumes its form- 
er tranquillity 5 and the fides covered with tall 
firs, which fcem like filent and aftoniihed fpec- 
tators of it ; form one of the moft pii^urefquc 
and aftonifhing fcenes to be beheld in nature's 
volume. It was only nine days before our arriv-^ 
al, that fix unhappy fifhermen were carried down 
by the rapidity of the current, and forced over 
the precipice, where they all perifhed. Four of 
their bodies were found, but fo disfigured and torn 
hy the water, that they could not be known, and 
many fimilar accidents have happened. 

After having viewed the cataradts, 1 drove 
about three miles along the banks of the river, 
to fee the intrenchments made by the Ruffians, 
when they landed in 1719, and burnt the country 
on every fide. Here I alighted from my carriage, 
and as this fpot is the boundary of my journey to 
.the north, and the neareft approach I fiiall probar 
bly ever make to the pole, I could not help leav- 
ing fome memento of my wanderings, by engrav- 
ing, with a pen-knife, on the bark of a tall afpen, 
the name of my miftrefs, and the year when i vi- 
.^ted thefe inclement kingdoms. At this iiland, 

jitizedbyGoOg I Wa§ 



60 wraxall's-tour. 

I was only about two hundred miles from Umca 
Lapland, and I gould fcarcely entertain a wifh 
to proceed farther in this direction, where nature 
begins to be diverted of every captivating charm, 
and man himfelf to dwindle from the rigours c^ 
the climate. 

Turning our faces, therefore, towards the 
fouth, in our way to Upfal, we arrived at Soder- 
fors, which is twenty miles diftant from Elfcar- 
Eue,^ about ten o'clock, Friday morning, June 
9th. The road lies along the fides of the Dahl, 
on which the village itfelf is iituated. After 
flaying to view the forges for anchors at this 
place, we proceeded to Upfal, and arrived there 
early in the evening. I intended to devote the 
following day to the furvey of the colleges, pub- 
lic buildings, curiofities, paintings, and all thofe 
exhibitions of art and learning ufually found in 
fcminaries of knowledge and ftudy. The Swedes 
had infpired me with fuch exalted ideas of this 
imiverlity, that I was only fearful left a (ingle 
day might be far inadequate to fuch an undertak- 
ing, and wifhed to have fpent a longer time in 
fo agreeable an occupation. I was, however, 
moft completely undeceived; for Upfal has hard- 
ly one inducement to draw a mati of tafte to vifit 
it, unlefs from , being the relidence of Linnaeus. 
This Lyceum of the north has not one, piece of 
painting within its walls, and only two of fculp' 
ture, which are bufts of Guftavus Adolphus and 
Charles XL A gentleman, who relides here, did ' 
us the honour to bfe our ciceroni, and to condu6t 
us over the place. I enquired of him how many 
colleges there were, and which was the moft ce- 
lebrated. ** Sir," faid he, *' we have three j but 
I cannot fay that any one of them deferves your 
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notice. The principal objeds of attention arc, 
the library, the cathedral, and the botanical gar- 
den. I know not of any thing elfe." The firft 
of thefe is a neat good building, and contains a 
c:abinet, in which are a number of little trinkets, 
xather than rarities, preferved with great care, 
^mong thefe, is the identical bag which Judas 
lept, one of the thirty pieces of filver money, 
which he received for his perfidy in delivering up 
Iiis matter, and a pair of red flippers, in which 
the Virgin Mary paid a vifit to her coufin Eliza- 
beth. I muft do the man the juftice to fay, that 
lie blufhed as he (hewed them to me ; and I could 
not help telling him, that I thought the univer- 
iity would not do amifs to fend thefe precious re* 
lies to St. Januarius, or to my lady of LorettO;, 
who might probably be highly obligee! by fp 
valuable an accefiion. 

The cathedral is built of brick j and as the 
two towers at the weft end lately wanted repair, 
they have, with great tafte, added a Doric archi- 
trave to thefe Gothic walls, and placed two great 
domes of copper on the top. It muft, notwith- 
^nding the meannefs of its materials, be for ever 
venerable, while the remains of Guftavus Vafa, 
and Chancellor Oxenftiern repofe in it. The laft 
of thefe great men, whofe virtue and wifdom 
Sweden yet reveres, refts in an obfcure chapel, 
beneath a common ftone. He has no monument 
crefted, or epitaph infcribed to his memory; while 
a St. £ric, who was a king and a devotee in fome 
barbarous age, is preferved in a (brine of (ilver 
gilt, and placed on the right hand of the high 
altar. 

There were at this time near one thoufand 
6ve hundred ftudents in the univerfity of Upfa^. 
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They are not, however, yonng tnen of family and 
condition, as with us, but for the moft part are 
miferably poor, and lodge five or lix together, in 
wretched hovels, amid dirt and penury. The 
profelTors in different branches of literature are 
about twenty-two, the moft ample of whofe fala- 
ries does not exceed one hundred and thirty, 
or one hundred and forty, pounds per annum, and 
are, in general, not half that fum. 

On our firfl arrival, the gentleman who accom- 
panied me, and who was intimately acquainted 
with Linnaeus, fcnt his compliments to fay, that 
he would do himfelf the honour to wait on him, 
if agreeable, immediately, and would introduce 
at the fame time, an Englifh gentleman, who 
•had been induced to vifit Upfal from the fame of 
fo great a man. He fent us word, in return, that 
he would pay us a vifit in the afternoon, at three 
o'clock, after his dinner. He came pun6tually 
at the hour marked, and after flaying fome time, 
conduced us to the botanical garden, where 
he {hewed us his coUedion of plants, flirubs, and 
flowers, which are very numerous, and have been 
pre fen ted to him from every part of the globe. 
At the door he took his leave and quitted us. 
This celebrated botanift was in the fixty-ninth 
year of his age. He is of a middle fize, inclining 
to fhort, which is ^i\\ increafed by his flooping 
prodigioufly when he walk^. 

He was drefTed in a plain blue fuit of clothes, 
and booted, as is common with the Swedes. At 
his button hole hung the white crofs, of the order 
of the polar flar, which was conferred on him by 
the late king Adolphus, who admired and ho- 
noured him. He enjoys a very e:ify independ- 
ence from bis falary, and pupils in the univerfityj 
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befides which, he is faid to be porfefled of a cop- 
fiderable fortune acquired by his profeflion. He 
has a country houfe about five miles out of town, 
and keeps his chariot. He has one foo and four 
daughters alive ; but I do not find they poflefs 
any of their father*s genius 5 though his fon is 
botanical profefTor. 

Linnaeus has been in England, France, and Ger- 
many, but fpeaks no languages except the Latin 
and Swedilh ; in the former of which he con- 
verfes with perfe6t facility. His knowledge, I 
am affured, is by no means univerfal, but confin- 
ed almoft abfolutely to natural hiftory, in which 
it is unbounded. His faculties are as yet unim- 
paired, except his memory, which begins to fufFer 
fome diminution. 

The remark, that a prophet has no honour in 
hjs own country, is very much verified in Lin- 
nqpusj and I found thofe perfons, who were inti- 
jj>ately converfant with his life and actions, more 
inclined to dwell on his perfonal imperfedions, 
bis foibles, and his weaknefles, than to expatiate 
on his a ftoni filing talents and ex tended fame.. 
Thus it always is, where we view the object at 
too inconfiderable a diftance, and through the 
medium of thofe littlenefles which are infepar- 
able from humanity. Well might the witty 
Rochefoucault aflert, that " Admiration and ac- 
quaintance are incompatible." Time only can 1 
hold up to view pre-eminent merit, and allign it 
the du^ rank in the temple of fame. 

Upfal was anciently the chief refidebce of the 
kings of Sweden, and is much older than the pre- 
fent metropolis. It is fituated in a vafi: plain, 
open on all fides, and at prefent covered with 
grain. The houfcs are oioltly of wood,- nor is 
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there one public or private edifice of ftone in the 
city. We left it Sunday morning the 12th, and 
returned to Stockholm the fame evening. 

In this journey of near ten days, 1 had almoft 
made the complete tour of the province of Up- 
land. The country is chiefly a horrid defert, 
covered with (hapelefs ftones, or with impenetra- 
ble woods, incapable of cultivation, and devoid 
of inhabitants. "The quantity of land employed 
in tillage does not bear the proportion of one to 
twenty. Nature has, however, made them, in 
fome degree, amends for this parfimony, by en- 
riching thefe barren waftes with inexhauftible 
mines of copper, iron, and filver. The peafants 
are chiefly employed in the manufadure of thefe 
metals; and 1 vifited fix or/even forges on my 
journey, each of which conftantly employs from 
four to fourteen hundred workmen in iron only. 
No Cyclops were ever more dexterous in work- 
ing their materials. I have feen them flahd clofe 
to, and hammer, in their coarfe frocks of linen, 
a bar of ore, the heat and refulgence of which 
were almoft infupportable to me at ten feet dif- 
tance, and with the fparks of which they are co- 
vered from head to foot. 1 had the pleafure of 
viewing the whole procefs ufed to reduce the ore 
into iron, and muft own it is very curious and 
intercfting. They firft roaft it in the open air 
for a confiderable time, after which it is thrown 
into a furnace, and when reduced to fufion, is 
poured intp a mould of fand, about three yards 
in length. Thefe lugs, as they are then denomi- 
nated, are next puCinto a forge, heated to a pro- 
digious degree ; they break off a large piece with 
pinchers, when red hot, and this is beat to a lef- 
fer fize with hammers. It is put again into the 
3 o 'fire. 
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fire, and from thence entirely finifhed, by being 
laid under an immenfe engine refembling a ham- 
mer, which is turned by water^ and flattens the 
rude piece into a bar. 

Nothing can exceed the dexterity of the men 
-who condu6t this concluding part of the oper^ 
tion, as the eye is their fole guide, and it requires 
an exquiiite nicety and p|*eci(ion. It is certainly 
a moft happy circumftance that Sweden abounds 
wit h4hefe employnrients for her peafants, as, from 
the ungrateful foil and inclement latitude, they 
inuft otherwife be obnoxious to extreme want 
and mifery. 

Through the whole country are lakes, and 
and pieces of inland water, on the banks of which 
their palaces and villas are ufually built. The 
bofpitality I met with in this tour was unbound- 
ed. It would even be fefented, if a ftranger vi- 
iitcd a forge without paying his compliments to 
the owner, who expeds that mark of his attention 
and refped. This cuftom plainly (hews how few 
pcrfons travel in thefe parts of Europe : if they 
were numerous, it would be quickly laid afide, or 
at lead retrained within narrower limits. I cannot 
fay as much in praife of the Swedilh refinement 
or elegance, as of their benevolence and civility. 
There is a profufion of dilhes at their entertain- 
ments, but no tafte in the arrangement of them. 
The table groans beneath a number of covers, 
which are all brought in at once, and then left 
to cool during a ceremonious meal of at leaft two 
hours. But the prologue to this entertainment is 
c%en worfe. Before they fit down to dinner, the 
company take bread and. butter, which they waftv 
down with a glafs of brandy, and this horrid 
faihion prevails not only among perfons of con- 
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dition, btit extends even to the ladles as well atf" 
the men. I muft own I cannot reconcile my (elf 
to a cuftom, which, though it doubtleis originat- 
ed from the extreme coldnefs of the climate, is 
only worthy the Mufcovites before the reign of 
their reformer Peter. •. 

A military fpe6tacle detained me, at Stockholna, 
a day longer than I had intended. The fcene lay- 
in a large peak, about an Engliih mile without 
the gates of the city, where the camp had been 
pitched fome weeks, and which is finely adapted 
for a martial entertainment, from the nature of 
the ground, which is irregular and full of decli-. 
vities : the riling parts of it are covered with 
fmall woods of tir, and it is divided by a branch 
of the Meier Lake, over which is a floating bridge. 
The king of Sweden commanded about two regi- 
ments, moftly infantry.; his youngeft brother, 
Prince Frederic, had under him near one thou- 
fand troops, horfe and foot. They were entirely 
ignorant of each others motions; his majefty only 
endeavouring to furround the inferior army, and 
the prince exerting his endeavours to efFe^ a fe- 
cure retreat. The queen dowager, with her 
daughter, the Princefs of Sweden, were prefent 
in a little open chaife, which permitted them to 
follow the foldiery over the field, and be prefent 
every where. The king, dreffed in his uniform, 
was mounted on a cream-coloured horfe, and ap- 
peared as much animated and interefted in this 
elfay of arms as he could have been on a day of 
a^ion. It was about five in the evening when 
it began. I cannot pretend to purfue the two 
generals through the different evolutions which 
palTed in too rapid a fucceffion, and were of too 
intricate'a nature to admit of a minute defcrip- 
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tion. The refnlt was, however, favourable to the 
Icing 5 his brother having negledted to feize on a 
poll w4iich might have commanded b retreat, in 
"cafe of emergency, found his error too late 5 and 
vben he would have availed himfelf of this paf- 
iage, difcovered that his rival's troops were al- 
ready in pofTeffion of it, having croffed the river 
•in boats for that purpofe. After having endea- 
Toored, in vain, to force them from this poft, he 
formed^his infantry into a hollow fquare, and 
maintained a brilk fire, on all fides, for a conli- 
^erable time ; but finding himfelf environed by 
a much fuperior body of force.^, and no poffibility 
of efcape, he delivered up his fword to the king, 
and bis foldiers became prifoners of war. His 
cavalry had, however, feized on a fmall, but mofl 
advantageous, Ipot, and, unterrified by the fate 
of their companions, refufed to furrender, and 
ckmanded permiffion to march off the ground 
-with all military honours. Their fate was not 
yet decided when I quitted the place, at eleven 
o'clock at night. It was a very elegant and gal- 
lant diverfion, finely deiigncd to cultivate and 
pradice the operations of a campaign, and keep 
-alive the knowledge of war, even amid the moft 
profound peace. 

I left Stockholm at four o'clock the cnfuing 
morning, June 17th, and reached Grifelhaihn, on 
the weflern Ihore of the Gulph of Bothnia, about 
fleven at night. I engaged a boat to carry mc 
over to the ifle of Aland : the weather was re- 
markably ferene and pleafant, and the little 
breeze which played was favourable. I, there- 
fore, loft no time; but putting my carriage into 
the boat, I took my feat in it, and wrapping my- 
fclf up, fell afleep. When 1 awoke in the roorn- 
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ing, we had performed more than t#a^thirds of 
the paflage, which is forty-five Englifh milesy 
and about noon I landed at Frebbeoby, on the 
ifle of Aland. My road to Finland lay entire!/ 
through it. 

While I flopped to change horfes at a littte 
village, called Haroldfbyj the bailiff, or governor, 
paffed me, and knowing I mufl be a flrangcr, 
very politely accofled me. I was glad to have 
fuch an opportunity of gaining a little informa- 
tion relative to the ifland. He faid, it was about 
one hundred and eighty miles in circumference, 
^nd contained between five and {1%. thoufand in- 
habitants} that they paid no pecuniary taxes, 
but were only obliged to furnifh a certain num- 
ber of men for the defence of the kingdom ; and 
that valTalage was perfedly unknown. " There 
is no town,*' continued he, '* upon the iiland, 
and the peafants have always remonitrated againft 
the founding any, as the Swedifh government 
have repeatedly intended. My refidence is at 
Caflleholm, about three miles from hence, and 
elofe to which you mufl pafs, It is an ancient 
fortrefs, built by the viceroy who founded Stock- 
^)olm, and repaired by our celebrated ChrifiJna* 
It contains, at prefent, little worthy a traveller's 
attention. There is, indeed, a room where the 
unhappy King Eric XIV, wa§ confined. I have 
bad the curiofity fome few years a^o to vifit it;. 
but the accefs is, at this time, fo ruinous,' and 
even dangerous, that I CJjnnoJ advife yoij, to at- 
tempt it." 

I returned him th^inks for his advice, though I 
was fully determined to a6t in oppofitioq to itj 
and having bid him adieu, purfued my journey. 
"" arrived in half an hour at the caftle ; i^ ftands 
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!h a beautiful fituation, on the banks of a river, 
and commanding an extenfive view on every fide. 
It was with fome difficulty that the paffage to 
the chamber, where tKe king had been imprifon- 
ed, could be difcovered ; and it was with flill 
greater difficulty I could enter it, when found. I 
crawled upon my hands and knees under an arch,, 
the ftones of which having fallen down in a 
courfe of years, had almoft filled up the way? 
and after paffing this narrow entrance, I had two 
ladders to mount, which did not appear capable 
of bearing much prefTure. I followed, however, 
where my guide led the way, and entered the 
apartment through a trap-door. 

1 was f^ruck with compalTion and horror to 
think, that a fovereign had been the tenant of 
fnch a dungeon, which is too miferable for the 
worfl malefactor. It is compofed of f^one, and 
Vaulted overhead: I meafured it by my paces 5 
It was about twenty- three feet long, and twelve 
broad. The light is admitted by a narrow win- 
dow, through a wall five feet in thicknefs. In 
one corner is a little fire-place, and in the t>ther 
' a cupboard hollowed in the wall. The flooring 
is of brick, and, as the guide pretended to fhew 
me, is worn away in thofe places where the king 
was ufed to walk. 

It feems Eric was the el deft fon of Guflavus 
Vafa, a<id fucceeded his father in 1560. His 
name appears among the lift of our Elizabeth's 
fuitors, but he appears to have been ill formed 
by nature for fuccefs in gallantry. He was im- 
moderately addiAed to the ftudy of aftrology, a 
weaknefs not confined to him alone, but which 
chara6tcrized the age in which he lived. He was 
depoicd in 150S, by his .brother John III. and 
H 3 ,,.edbyGoogi after 
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after being removed to different prifons^ he end^ 
ed his days at Gripfholm, in Sweden, though 
whether by a violent, or a natural, death, is more 
a matter of fpeculation and fufpicion, than of 
certainty or fa6t. Every nation feems to have 
had its Erie. The Wencellaus of the empire, 
the Peter III. of Ruffia, the Alphonfo VI. of 
Portugal, and the Henry IV. of Caftile, are onlj 
the fame fad flory differently told, and varying 
in minute circumftances. The Englilli have had 
many Erics: our annals are more dained with 
royal blood, than any others of Europe. One 
hardly paiTes the ruin of a caftle, where fome of 
our princes have not, at different periods, beea 
confined. 

Having gratified ray curiofity, I left Caflle- 
holm, and continuing my journey, arrived at the 
termination of the ifland as the fun fet. It was 
my intention to have gone on to Finland by the 
pod route, through feveral fmall idands, or rocks, 
between which there are conftantly boats provid- 
ed to convey travellers. Juft as I was on the 
point of carrying this defign into execution, fome 
country people came, and propofed to convey me 
from thence flraight to Abo. They faid, the dif-: 
tance was only about one hundred and twenty 
Englifh miles ; that the wind was very fair i that 
they had often made the paffagc in twelve or 
fourteen hours, and doubted not to do the fame 
now; that I needed not lofe a moment, as their lit- 
tle veifel was in rcadinefs, and only waited my or- 
ders. I did not hefitate long, but complied with 
tlie offer, and left Aland about midnight on the 
18th. I flept, as I had done the preceding night, 
in my carriage, and at feven in the morning found 
pyfelf in a narrow pailage^ furroonded ^y high 

^ rock», 
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rocks, and the people employed in rowing. I 
made no queftion that we were already in the rir 
ver of Abo; but was not a little chagrined to find, 
OB enquiry, that the wind had fallen away, that 
we wpre hardly thirty miles from the place we had 
quilted. They added, that the whole way was 
through fimilar^ channels J that feveral of the 
iflands by which I failed were inhabited; and 
that if I pleafed, they would land me on one of 
them for refrcihment. To this I gladly confentr 
^, and about nine o'clock I went afiiore on one 
called Lappo. . I walked to a little hamlet at a 
mile diftance from the fl)orc : the poor peafant^ 
ver)' cheerfully brought me fome cream, and afr 
filled in boiling my coffee. Nothing could ex- 
ceed their poverty ; a little black bread, filli, pork^ 
and a fort of mixture, they called beer, conllitut- 
ing all their fuftenance. After having made 2^ 
very comfortable breakfai^, on this almoft un- 
known and fequefiered iiland, I returned agaii^ 
to the boat. 

During the whole day we purfucd our voyage 
through a labyrinth of fmall rocks and ifies, many 
pf (hem covered with firs and afpens ; fome few 
green and beautiful, but far the greater number 
barren and rugged. Many of the profpeds were, 
fcowevcr, wondrouily pidurefque and romantic, 
an3 I frequently fiopped the boatmen, for a mi- 
nute, to gaze upon the extraordinary fccne around 
me. Sometimes we went through channels of 
only twemy or thirty feet in breadth 5 fometimes 
the water opened into a confiderable cxpanfe^ 
and often there appeared to be no avenue on aoy 
fide. I was aflonifhed how they fo exa6tly fleer 
their conrfe in this intricate and ^perplexing 
inaze> through which aotbinjg befides long* expe- 
rtize. .yGoogi ^>e»ce 
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ricnce could have conduced them. We wcro 
about forty miles from Abo when the fun went 
down, and I was once more obliged to ileep iti 
my carriage: we entered the river early on the 
morning of the 20th, and about eight o'clock I 
fin idled my voyage. 

There is not any thing in Abo which enter- 
tained me in the furvey, or can amufe by the de- 
fcription. It is a wretched capital of a barren 
province. The houfes are almoft all of wood, 
and the archiepifcopal palace is compofed of no 
better materials; but, by way of diftindion, it is 
painted red. I enquired if there was any thing 
in the univerfity to merit attention ; but they 
affared me, it would be regarded as a piece of ri- 
.dicule to vifit it on fuch an errand, there being 
nothing within its walls, except a very fmall li- 
brary, and a few philofophical inftruraents. 

I waited on the gdvernor foon after my arrival; 
he procured me horfes on the road from hence to 
Hclfingfors, the lirll town in my way to St. Peterf- 
burgh, and which is one hundred and twenty miles 
diftant. As the weather, during the day, was now 
very hot, I delayed my departure till the evening. 
At this time there was a great annualfair at Abo; 
and I amufed myfelf, in the afternoon, in look- 
ing from the window of my apartment, at a 
crowd of three or four thoufand Finland peafants, 
who were coUedted together, and formed a curi- 
ous coup d'ail in their country drelTes. 

Finland is not fo fteril or uncultivated as I had 
been taught to expert. I faw no part of Sweden, 
except Eaft Gothland, which is fo free from thofc 
vaft rocks which Nature, in her wrath, feeras to 
have Icattcred over thef^ kingdoms; nor any, 
where the foil is apparently more fertile, or the 

country 
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country better peopled. The peafants fpcak a 
jargon equally unintelligible to a Swede or a 
Ruffian ; but, in the towns, the former language 
is generally ufed, or underftood. I ftaid at Hcl- 
-fingfors a day, more to recover my paft fatigue, 
than from the deiire of feeing an immenfe for- 
trefs, built as a barrier againft the Ruffians^ and 
in which there was a garrifon of eight thoufand 
men. It is not yet entirely completed; but as 
more than two- thirds of the foldiery are con- 
Han tly a^ work on the fortifications, it is to be 
prefumed, it will be in full readinefs for the next 
rvpture between thefe rival nations. 

I flept at the city of Rorgo on the 24th^ and at 
ten the enfuing evening I arrived at the confines 
of the Swedifli monarchy. The river Kymen di- 
Tides the empire of Ruffia from the dominions of 
Sweden : acrofs it is a wooden bridge, one half 
of which is coniiantly repaired by the one, and 
the other half by the other, nation. I underwent 
a very minute iearch, from the guards on either 
€de, before I was permitted to proceed. 

At about 9 league beyond this boundary, my 
carriagv; broke down in a deep wood, more than 
two Engliih miles from any habitation : it was 
about four in the morning when the accident ' 
bappened) I left the poftillion to guard the 
chaife, and walked on with my fervant to the 
next Ruffian hamlet. We addreffisd ourfelves to 
the firil peafant we met, who happened to be a 
Swede by birth. After much entreaty, I prevail- 
ed on him to furnifh me with a wheel from his 
own little charette. I thought myfelf very happy 
to procure this temporary aid, and by the help of 
It I arrived at FredericA^amn the fajne evening. 
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Here every thing announced a different people 
from thofe I had juil quitted. The features, tbc 
complexion, the manners, the drels of the inha- 
bitants were all Mufcovite. A thoufand leagues 
could not have made a more ilriking alteration 
than a few miles had done ; and plainly evinces 
how flrongly the charader of the individuals 
which compofe fociety is tinged and formed by 
the government, policy, and, religion of the na- 
tion. , 

The plan of Fredericfliamn is one of the moft 
elegant I have ever feen j all the ftreets going off 
like radii from a centre, in which is a hand- 
fome hotel de ville. The unafFe^ed politencis 
and hofpitality with which I was received by Ge- 
neral Seftikoff, to whom, as governor of the city 
I paid my compliments on my arrival, detained 
me here a day. He introduced me to the priace of 
Iflembourg, a German, in the emprefs of Rudia's 
fervice. The prince gave me the fubfequent ac- 
count of this country. *' Thefe provinces were, 
as you know,** faid he, *' conquered from Frede- 
ric, king of Sweden, by the late empreis Eliza- 
beth. On the ceflion of them to her, and the 
evacuation of the Swedes, the bed eftates were 
bought by peafants, priefts, and mechanics for 
the mereft trifles ; but the whole track is fteril, 
uncultivated, and unpeopled. I have myfelf pur- 
chafed above forty Englilh miles of land fince my 
arrival for only two thoufand rubles *." I recol- 
le<fted the prince's words as I drove from Frede- 
riclliamn to Wybourg, the whole intermediate 
country being the moft favage, rocky, and inhof- 
pitable defer t that can be conceived ; from the 

* About four hundred pound ftcrling, 
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gates of one to the entrance of the other, I faw 
fcarce any other iigns of population than at the 
little hamlets where 1 flopped to change horfes j 
yet has this frontier of the Swedifh and Ruffian 
territory been as obftinately difputed, and caufed 
the effufion of as much blood, as the.nioft plen- 
tiful and happy regions of the earth 5 a convinc- 
ipg proof that ambition rather than intereft is the 
frequent fource of war. 

I have feen no place fince Stockholm, wherfe 
there feems fo much the face of induftry and 
commerce as at Wybourg. It is a fortified city, 
and during the wars between Charles and Peter, 
when it belonged to the former of thofe princes, 
"was reputed ftrong, the Ruffians having been 
more than once forced to raife the fiege ; but at 
prefent the fortifications are very ruinous. 

On the 29th of June, I left Wybourg, and 
reached Pcterfburgh, diftant one hundred and 
ten Englith miles, without any thing remarkable.^ 
This great capital, though only a creation of the 
prefent century, has already grown to a vaft fize, 
and contains infinitely higher matter of enter- 
tainment and inftrudion than either of thofe from 
whence I lately came. I was ftruck with a pleaf- 
ing aftonifhment, while I wandered among havens, 
flreets, and public buildings, which have rifen, as 
by enchantment, within the memory of men ftill 
alive ; and have cohverted the marfhy illands of. 
the Neva into one of the moft magnificent cities 
of the earth. The imagination, aided by fo ma- 
ny vifible objedts, rifes to the wondrous founder, 
and beholds in idea the^ tutelary genius of Peter, 
yet hovering over the child of his own produc- 
tion, and viewing with a parent's fondnefs its 
rifing palaces and temples. The names on which 

^ ^ ^( ancient 
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ancient dory dwells with fo mach fdndnefs, fink 
oa a compartfon with this immortal man, and 
the fabulous legiflators of Greece and Egypt ne- 
ver prefumed to attempt the mighty transforma- 
tion which tlie czar completed. He metanaor- 
phofed brutes into men; and in fome meafure 
triumphed over fuperilition, the ftrong and almoft 
impregnable hold of ignorance. I mud own I 
never confider this fo recent and fo wondrous an 
ctcnt, without being hurried away by an enthu- 
fiafm I cannot avoid feeling, and from which I 
now return, to give fome imperfed defcription of 
the feftivities at which 1 had the honour of being 
prcicnt during my ft ay here. 

I accompanied Sir Robert Gunning on the 9th 
of July, to the palace of Peterhoff, where the em- 
prefs then redded. It was the anniverfary of her 
accedion/when there is generally a very brilliant 
courts As we arrived early, I had an opportuni- 
ty of viewing the gardens before her majefty's ap- 
pearance. They are very extenfive, lying along 
the (horc of the gulph of Finland, and waOied 
by its waters. In the midtt of them (Hwids the 
palace itfelf, fituate on an eminence, and com* 
manding a fine view. It was begun by Peter i 
but has been enlarged and improved by his fuc- 
eeffors. In the front is a canal of fome hundred 
yards in length which joins the gulph, and from 
which three Jeis ii'eau are fupplied, which play 
conftantly throughout the year. The .apart- 
ments are all very fplcndid ; bat my attention 
was chiefly engaged by the drawing room, 
where hung five matchlefs portraits of the fo- 
vereigns of Ruiiia. They are all full length 
pieces. Peter himfelf is the firft, and oppofite to 
*^'m appears the hunabU Livonian female, whom 
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he raifcd Irbttt a cottage to the moil unbounded 
fovcrcignty. She is drawn by the painter as in 
middle life ; her eyes and hair black, her counte- 
nance open^ fmiling and ingratiating, and h^r 
perfon not exceeding the middle fize. The em- 
prelfcs, Anne and Elizabeth, fill their refpeftive 
places in this apartment 5 but did not long de- 
tain roe from a portrait of the reigning fovereign, 
which is of a fingular kind. She is habited in 
the Ruffian uniform, booted, and fits aftride on 
a white horfe. In her hat is the oaken bough, 
which fhe wore at the memorable revolution 
whidh placed her t)n the throne, and which 
badge was likewife afTumed by all her adherents. 
Her long hair floats in diforder down her back j 
and the fiufhing in her face, the natural efFed of 
the heat and fatigue fhe had undergone^ is finely 
cxpreffed. 

While my eyes were rivetted to this pifturc, 
atid my thoughts employed on the melancholy 
eataftrophe of the unhappy emperor which fo 
foon followed, the emprefs's entrance was an- 
nounced. She w2ks preceded by a long train of 
lords and gentlemen. 

I felt a pleafore corrected with awe as I gazed 
on this extraordinary woman, whofe vigour and 
policy, without any right of blood, has feated 
atid maintains her on the throne of the czars. 
Though Ihe is now become rather corpulent, there 
h a dignity tempered with graciouinefs in her de; 
portmentand manner, which ftri kingly imprelfes. 
She was habited in a deep blue -filk with gt)ld 
ilripes, and her hair ornamented with diamonds. 
After the foreign minifters^had paid her the cuf- 
tomary compliments on this anniverfary, I had 
the honour to be prefented, and to kifs her hand. 
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The grand duke and duchefs of -Rudia followed 
the eniprefs/who continued fcarce a minute io 
the circle, but fat down at the card table. 

I followed the crowd to the other end of the 
apartment, where a fovereign of a different kind, 
and perhaps not lefs defpotic or unlimited in 
her native empire, had drawn another circle of 
votaries by the ipagic of her voice j and received 
a homage from her perlbnal accompliflimentSy 
perhaps more flattering than that paid to great- 
nefs, becaufe more the offering of the heart. 
This was no other than Gabrieli, the finger: 
fhe had juft begun an air as I came up, and I lif- 
tened in deep attention while it lafled. When 
fhe had finilhed. Count Rzewulkj, a young Po- 
lidi nobleman, came up to me, and afked me if I 
wilhed to be introduced to her. I affured him, 
he could not confer a greater obligation on rae. 
She rofe up with great politenefs on the count's 
introducing me to her as an Englifh gentleman 
"who was lately arrived ; and I did not lofe the op« 
portunity to enter into a converfation with her. 

She was perfedly free and unreferved in her 
replies, to a number of little queflions which I 
put to her. She farid, that though accuflomed to 
the warmer climates of Italy and Sicily, her con- 
fiitution was not impaired or injured by the feve- 
rity of that of Rufliaj that the emprefs was a 
bounteous miltrefs, and (he had no rea fon to be 
dilTatisfied with her prefent fituation ; but that, ' 
Dotwithllanding, fhe had a paffionate defire to 
\ilit England, a journey fhe had been many times 
on the point of executing, but had never yet ac- 
complillied. I affured her how happy the Engliili 
nation would be to fee among them a woman of, 
fuch pre-eoiincnt merits and how generous their 
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^patronage was to all the performers in the fine 
arts. 

Our converfation was moft agreeably interrupt-^ 
ed, by her Handing up to ling. I mult own I ne- 
ver heard any voice fo perfedly fweet, melting, 
and abfolute in its command over the foul : nor 
can any thing exceed the negligent carelefsnefs, 
apparent in her whole manner, while employed 
in this occupation, as if fhe defpifed the appear- 
ance of exertion or any labour to pleafe. 

She was at Milan when the emprefs engaged 
her to ling in her court. The price fl^e demand- 
ed was feven thoufand roubles (or about one 
thoufand five hundred pound fterling) a year, be- 
iides a houfe and carriage ; nor would Ihe relax 
the lead article of thele conditions. They re- 
iDonftrated with her on the unreafonablenefs of 
fo enormous a falary, and to induce ker to dimi- 
nifli it, informed her that a field mar(hal had no 
more. '' If that be the cafe/* faid (he, " I would 
,advife her majefty to make one of her marflials 
fing." Her perfon, llri6Uy confidered in itfelf, 
is by no means irrefiftible ; (he does not exceed, 
if (lie reaches, the middle fize ; her features are 
fraall, and her eyes blue 5 but her neck is exqui- 
. fitely white. Though her falary is fo ample, it is 
only on peculiar occafions and great feftivals that 
(he ufually fings. 

The court broke up between eight and nine 
o'clock in the evening, and I returned to Peterf- 
. burgh; though 1 went down to PeterhofF thp 
following day, when tliere were a mafquerade 
and illuminations in the gardens. The former of 
thefe was rather a hal pareen domino ^^^ there were 
ver)' few or no fancy dreffes, nor was any charac- 
ter fupported. Every perfon, without diflin6lion, 
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is admitted on this occafion, and there were not 
lefs than four or five thoufand perfons prefent. 
Her majefty was dreifed in a blue domino^ and 
played at cards mod of the night. 

The illuminations in the gardens far furpafifed 
any I ever faw in my life. Two prodigious ar- 
cades of fire extended in front of the palace : the 
canal, which reaches to the Gulph of Finland, 
was illuminated on both fides, and the view ter- 
minated by a rock, lighted in the infide, and 
which had a beautiful eflFed. From either fide 
of the canal branched off long arched walks, il- 
luminated ; and beyond thefe, in th^ woods, 
'v^rere hung fefioons of lamps differently coloured. 
All the jets d*eaux played. Artificial cafcades, 
where the water tumbled from one declivity to an- 
other, and under each of which lights were very 
artfully difpofed, amufed and furprifed the fpec- 
tator at the fame time. Befides thefe, there were 
fummer-houfes, pyramids, and temples of fiame ; 
and beyond all appeared the imperial yachts oa 
the water, in the fame brilliant and dazzling or* 
naments. 

Nothing could be better calculated to produce 
that giddy and tumultuous. feeling of mingled 
wonder and delight, which, though it arifes oei>- « 
ther from the underftanding nor the heart, has yet 
a mofi powerful infiuence over both. The fenfea 
are fo much captivated with the powers of mu- 
fic, dancing, and wanton hours, together with the 
prefence of a multitude of both fexes, habited in 
a drefs which intentionally levels all difiindion, 
that a heart muft be uncommonly mifanthropi- 
cal or unfeeling, which does not catch fome fpark 
of mirth and gallantry at fuch an altar. This 
impriCflion, however^ as it i$ violent, and prodc^c- 
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^d from temporary caufes, foon fubiides, and ex^ 
pires with the oil and the taper which gave it 
birth. 

There is fp little obfcurity at this feafon of the 
year, for there is no darknefs, that if the night 
had not been very opportunely cloudy, the illu- 
minations could not have produced their full ef- 
feft. This favourable circumftance, however, fn- 
peradded to the black vapour u hich rofe from fuch 
a multitude of lamps, and hung over the gardens, 
caufed a degree of gWm, which, under the fhelter . 
of the woods, approached nearly to darknefs from 
eleven till one in the morning ; but before three, 
the envious day-light burft in upon the fplendor of 
this dazzling fcene, which required the caoopy of 
night to give it any luftre. The lamps were ex- 
piring on every fide ; the company began to dif- 
perfe ; each moment diminiflied the magic which 
hafd charmed erewhile, and the fugitive enchant- 
ment was pafled. It was eight o'clock when I 
arrived in town, and the fun began to grow al- 
ready very warm. I threw myfelf on the bed, 
quite fpent with the purfuit of pleafure, and glad 
to retire to filence and reft. Magnificent as this ■ 
illumination was, I was affured that it had been 
furpafled on fome very particular occafions. 

^ There is not only a grandeur and regal pomp* 
in this courts which far exceeds any I have beheld 
clfewhere, but every thing is on a vaft and colof- 
fal fcale, refembling that of the empire itfelf. 
The public buildings, churches, monafteries, and 
private palaces of the nobility, are of an iromenfe 
iize, and feem as if defigned for creatures of a 
fuperior height and dimenfions to man. 

At Mofcow, 1 was told, this magnificent fiyle 

is yet more common and more univerfal. The 
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palace which the prefect emprcfs has began ,*» 
deligned to be two or three Engliih miles in cir- 
curtiference: and in the xpean time they have 
cre^ed a temporary one of brick, for her recep- 
tron. The city itfelf is an immenfe colledion of 
villages, and t-he Mufcovite lords commonly go 
fifty and fixty verfts, which are at leaft forty of 
our miles, to make vifits to each other. There is 
a fort of favage and barbarous grandeur in this 
tafte, which never appears in the edifices and 
produiiions of Grecian fculpture or architc6ture j 
but this may arife from the different extent of 
ihe two countries, as well as the genius of the 
people. 

As the feftivities were now finiflied at court, I 
bad time to vifit the principal objeds of curicflity 
and entertainment in the city. My original in- 
tention of going to Mofcow, I at length, though 
very reludantlyj laid afide, on account of the ad- 
vancement of the feafon j it being too long and dif- 
agreeable a journey to undertake by land, through 
Livonia, Courland, Fruflia, and Germany, after 
the 111 of September, when the autuihnal rains 
pnake the rpad$ in fqme of thefe countries almoft 
impaflable. The weather was now infufferably 
hot, and far exceeded that which is ever experienc- 
ed in England j but this was of ihort dxiration. 

The veneration of the Ruffians /or their herp 
and legislator, Peter, approaches, as may naturally 
be imagined, to idolatry, and increafes as they 
recede from the time in which he pcrfonally flou- 
riflied. The impartial and difcerning few, howt 
ever, who can diveft themfelves of prejudice, and 
view obje^s free from the blaze, which ufually 
dazzles and deludes the multitude, have regarded 
^s charadcr and\ondu6i with different eye^, sod 
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«ven made thofe anions, on which his fame h 
built, the fubjeft of criticifm, if not of cenfure. 
Fifty years, which have oow nearly el apfed fince 
his death, have withdrawn the veil in fome dee 
gree from the political fan6taary ; and experienc- 
of the beneficial or pernicious nature of his regu- 
lations, has affixed to them the ftamp of excel- 
lence or error. So imperfe6t and ihort fighted is 
man, fo limited the fphere of hunian forefight, 
that thpfe caufes which feem at a fir ft view replete 
.with bleflings, often contain a latent poifon, 
which, when matured by time, can deftroy thefc 
cxpe6ted confequences, and force us to condemn, 
on a retrofpeft, that which we at firft applauded. 

There are only three grand points of light in 
which we can regard Peter : as the civil izer, the 
fovereign, and the law-giver of his couiltry : and 
there are perfons who alfert, that he only fucceed- 
ed partially even in the firft of thefe, to the com- 
pletion of which he facrificed the other two 3 or 
elfe he evidently miftook them. This may fur- 
priCe thofe, who have been taught to regard Peter 
as one of the moft perfe^ of fovereigns — one of 
the moft illuftrious he certainly was. But he had 
his vices as well as his virtues ; and many of his 
• labours, in which the lives of thoufands of his fub- 
je^s were loft, might well have been either fav- 
^ ed, or more advantageoufly applied in another 
direftipn. \ 

This is now univerfally allowed by the refleft- 
ingj yet with all the abatements that can juftly 
be made from the charader of Peter, he ftill 
will defcend to admiring pofterity with diftin- 
guilhed applaufe. 

'One of the nobleft monuments of the gratitude 
and veneration ijniverfolly paid to Peter I. is tha^ 
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which her prefent majefty has ordered to be erc<a^ 
ed. It is an equfeftrian ftatue, and has been fome 
years under the hapds of Monfieur Falcon ctte. 
I was introduced to this great Ilatuary, and had 
the pleafure to. fee the model, which is already 
completed. In this production he has united 
the greatefl iimplicity with the trueft fublimity 
of conception. No other ftatue, whether an- 
< ient or modern, gave him the defign, which is 
lingular in it's kind, and is admirably adapted to 
exprefs the chara6ter of the man, and the nation 
over which he reigned. Inftead of a pedeftal 
adorned with infcriptions,or furrounded by (laves, 
he appears mounted on a rock or ftone of a pro- 
digious fize, up the afcent of which the horfe la- 
bours, and appears to have nearly reached its 
fummit. This attitude has given him room to 
exert great anatomical beauty and ikill in the 
mufcles of the horfe's hind thighs and bams, on 
which the whol<^ weight of his body is neceflarily 
fuftained. The czar's figure is full of fire and 
fpirit : he fits on a bear's Ikin, and is clad in a 
limple habit not chara£leri£lic of any particular 
country, but fuch as may be worn, without vio- 
lation of propriety, by an inhabitant of any. His 
eye is diredled to fome apparently diflant objc6t, 
defigned to be the citadel, and on his features are 
molt firongly imprelTed the fentiment of "deli- 
beration and public care :" his left hand holds 
the bridle, and his^ right is extended, as the ar- 
tift himfelf expreffed it, cnpere ^ en maitre — * hke 
a fa-ther and fovereign.' Under the figure on the 
rock is this infcription : Pltro Primo, Cathe- 
EiNA Secunda-posuit,^ 177 • 

Every thing is now in preparation to caft the 
flatue itfelf, which will, when finiihed, be per- 
haps 
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haps incontcftibly the moft matchlefs produftion 
of its kind in Europe*. Apart from his genius, 
as an artift, Falconette is a man of uncommon 
talents, erudition, and expaniion of fentiment : he 
is a citizen of the world, and totally unfettered 
by the little mean diftin^tions of climate or of 
country, which diminilh the benevolence of the 
heart, and fet bounds to philanthropy. He is, 
however, faid to polTeA;, in a high degree, that 
/orenefi^ as Pope exprefled it, that impatience of 
unmerited cenfure and little peeviflmefs, which 
men of fine parts often difcover, on account of 
the erroneous judgment which the multitude 
form of their abilities and execution. He paid 
many fine encomiums to the merit of our pre- 
fent painters in Englatid, particularly to Sir Jo- 
ihua Reynolds, with whom, he faid, he maintain- 
ed a conftant correfpondence, an4 interchange of 
their refpedive compofitions. ** Count Hugoli- 
no in the dungeon," hung over his chimney- 
piece^ which, he faid, the Chevalier Reynolds had 
lately prefented him, and the exquifite expreffion 
of which, he could not behold without mingled 
terror and admiration. I received peculiar plea- 
fure from the acquaintance of this gentleman, 
which he permitted me to cultivate during my 
ftay here, and from which I derived no lets ho- 
nour than infirudion. As he has pad the middle 
flage of life, and has been a refident in St. Peterf- 
burgh near eight years, I could not help alking 
him, at one of our interviews, whether he had 
not any defign to return to France, his native 

• Mr. Wraxall's original ideai of this ftatue have been ful- 
ly anfwercd ; it is worthy of the artift ; of the hero for whom 
it was defigncd j and of the muoificenci: of the emprefs, wha 
^aiifcf^ it to be crje^ed* 
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.country, particularly when a young prince, M'ho 
feemed to open his reign with great applaufe, 
might employ him in fome work ornametvtal to 
his kingdom ? *^ Alas ! Sir," faid he, '* I have 
lived long enough to know, that every monarch, 
more elpecially a youthful one, begins his career 
•with honour and approbation, though time ufu- 
ally crops thefe early and immature trophies *. 
For me, I have nothing, when I revifit my native 
land, to alk from it, befides a few feet of earth to 
inter my remains, and that it cannot refufe me.** 
I have often obferved, that all men of fuperior 
talents hold the fame language, and, when the 
tumultuous feaion of life is over, in which am- 
bition or hope may Ivave tendered them ideal 
blcflings, and deluded their fober judgments, 
they have not any other wifli, than humble fe- 
queftration. 

Peteriburgh is as yet only an immenfe outline, 
which will require future ibvereigns, and almoft 
future ages, to complete. It (lands at prefent oo 
a prodigious extent oi ground ; but as the houfcs 
in many parts are not contiguous, and great 
• fpaces are left unbuilt, it is hard to afcertain its 
real lize and magnitude. Devotion has not been 
wanting to eredt maguificx-nr places of worlhip in 
almoft ey^ery part. Curiofity and no\ el ty carried 
.me to all of them. The external architedure 
differs very little in any: the Greeks feem as 
fond of domes to their churches, as the Maho- 
meians are of minarets to their mofques. They 
"ufually encircle one large with four fuialler cupo- 
las, and cover them with copper gilt, which has a 

* There fecms forr.ething prophetic in this fentlment, as 
applied to the amiable, but unforturiatc Louis XV I. 

£ne 
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fine effect to the eye, when illuminated hy the 
rays of the fun. The ornaments within are coft- 
ly and barbarous : a Mexican temple can hardly* 
be more fo. They furround ^daubing of the 
Virgin and Jefus, with gold or filver head drelles, 
and fometimes complete habits, and only leave- 
expofed the fingers, which the multitude very^ 
devoutly kifs. Some of thefe ftrange compound 
.figures of paint and metal are very laughable, 
and the poor Madonna feems like a prifoner la 
golden fetters. 

The papas, or priefts, are dreffed in veftments 
"which very much referable the Romilh, and are 
generally compofed of tiffue and expenfive iilks. 
Xhe manner in which they perform the fervice 
rather reminds one of an incantation, than of a 
prayer offered to the Deity ; and they repeat great 
part of it fo intolerably faft, that one is tempted 
fo fuppofe it impftllible the auditory can under- 
Hand one word the prieft utters, let their at'ten- 
tion be ever fo flrong. St. Nicholas ftill holds 
his rank and veneration in the Ruffian calendar, 
and has almoft as many altars as the Virgin hcr- 
felf. 

In the church of the citadel repofe the body of 
Peter I. and the fucceffive Ibvereigns fince his 
death, who are ranged in coffers tide by fide, but 
have not any of them marble monuments erefted 
to their memories -, nor is there any other motive 
to induce a traveller to enter thisch-urch, except 
thcconfcioufnefs that he beholds tlie wood which 
contains the aibes of Peter, and that miugled 
fentiment of reveVence and pleafure which the 
mind may experience from fuch a contemplation. 
Only one monarch is excluded, as if unworthy to 
be entombed with his progenitors and prcdecef- 
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fors on the thfone of Ruffia. This is the late un- 
happy Peter III. who> after his death, was expof- 
ed during fomc days in the monaftery of St. Alex* 
ander Newfskoi, a few miles out of town, to con- 
vince the people (hat he had not fuffered any vi- 
olence, hut ended his life naturally : he was af- 
terwards privately interred there*., 

As I have mentioned his name, I am led to 
ipake a few remarks on his life and charader. 
Though under the prefent reign it may he ima- 
gined, that few perfons either dare or chafe to 
fpeak their fenliments freely in this refpeft, yet 
1. am induced to believe, from univerfal teftimony, 
that he was very unworthy and unfit to reign, 
. and that whatever private condemnation the era- 
prefs, as his wife, may undergo, it was a moft fa- 
lutary and requifite policy for Rullia to depofc 
him. He brought to St. Feterlburgh all the il- 
liberal and pernicious prejudices of a Grerman j 
he avowed his open contem^>t for their religion^ 
their manners, their laws ; he had perfonally ill- 
treated and Injured his wife, and alienated by his 
imprudence and folly a great majority of his fub- 
jefts and courtiers. 

The vigour and celebrity with which the em- 
prefs a6ked in efFe^ing the revolution, could only 
beexceeded by thepufillanimity and meannefs with 
which Peter refigned the crown. He was himfelf, 
on the day which preceded this event, at the pa- 
lace of Oranienbaum, and totally unprepared for 
fuch a change, of which he entertained no fufpi- 
cion. She departed from Pcterhoff, where Ihe 
^hen was, by a poftern door in the gardens, very 

* The remains have lately been gathered to thofe of his 
f redewellbrs, by the filial regard oi the Emperor Paul I. 
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citly in the morning, under the condnft of Prince 
OrlofF, and reached Petcrfburgh before her jib- 
fbnce was known. She inftantly took poffeilion 
of the palace without difficulty mr oppofition^ . 
and putting l^erfelf in an uniform at the headof 
the guards, marched towards PeterhoflF. 

As foon as the emperor received this intelli- 
gence, he embarked immediately from Oranien* 
baam, in one of the imperial yatchs, in hopes 
to reach Cronftadt, which is nearly oppofite, anil 
id the fortrefs of which he would have been fe- 
cure. Here, however, he was difappointed, as 
the emprefs had already anticipated his intention, 
and difpatched two admirals, who fecured it* 
"When he came near the foftrefs, they ordered 
him to keep off, or they would fink him, and at 
t-he fame time pointed the guns for that purpofe, 
though it afterwards appeared they were not 
load^. Befides his mi^refs, the Countefs of 
Voronzoff, he had a number of women and at- 
tendants in the veflel with him* Terrified with 
the appearance of oppofition, they knelt around 
bim, and rent the air with their cries, to induce 
him to relinquilh his purpofe. Yielding to his 
own fears, and their importunities, he had not the 
courage to attempt to land, but returned back to 
Oranienbaum. The old Felt-Marefchal Count 
Munich, who had been newly recalled from his 
long exile in Siberia, was with him at this criti- 
cal emergency, and gave him the only advice 
which could poffibly have faved him. He im- 
plored him to go boldly and meet the emprefs, 
to charge the guards on their allegiance to obey 
his orders as their fovereign, and offered to 4ofe 
his own life In his defence. Peter cither 4iad 
not fuilicient magnanimity and greatnefs of mindj 

Vol. XVII. K ^ to 
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lo perceive the abfolute neceffity of this coiicfud, 
or to embrace it inflantly. On the contrary, giv- 
ing way to- his terrors, he threw himfelf on the 
ground before the emprefa, in the gardens of 
Oranienbaoni> and covering his face with both 
hisliands, burft into all the impotence of tears, 
and only implored, in terms of the moft abje6t fob- 
xniffion, that his life might be fpared, and bis- 
paternal dominions of Holflein affigned him. 

She commanded him to rife, and conduced 
him to the palace of Peterhoft where he ligned 
a paper, by which he abdicated his power, and 
conferred it on her. Meanwhile covered wag-' 
gons were provided, which took different roads, 
that it might not be known in which was the 
depofed prince; and this mighty revolution, which 
transferred the greateft empire on earth, was ef- 
fe6ted in a few hours, alnK)il without arty confu-* 
lion or uproar.. The people, accuftomed to def-' 
potifm„and almofl indifferent who was the rukr/ 
remained filent and quiet fpedtators of itj the* 
guards beipg the only a6tors, and the whole a re- 
petition of the prince fs Elizabeth's condu6k fome 
years before, when young Ivan was depofed, and 
ihe feized the throne. 

Over the reft of this mournful ftory clvarlty 
inuft drftw a veil. Sikh a prifoner it is natural 
to fuppofe could not long remain in that condi- 
tion. On the ninth day, fubfequent to his feizure, 
it was reported he had a diforder in his bowels, 
and foon after his death was announced. We 
know no more. Hiftory, in fome future period, 
^ may poffibly elucidate the circumftances of .his* 
end. That it was tragical cannot be doubted *, 

• The late king of Sweden, ia no' afflb'guow VcrmSj has re- 
corded the de Ath of PeUr 1 11^ 
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The publla buildings of different kinds are fo 
prod igiouily numerous in this city, that I am in- 
clined to believe they conftitute a fifth or fixth 
part of the whole capital. Some of them are of 
ftonc, but the larger part are oqly brick, or wood 
plaiftered. The wintcf-palace is compofed o^the 
former materials^ and was ereded by the late cm- 
prefs £lizabeth : it is very large and heavy, in 
the ftyle of its architedttre. The fituation is ve- 
ry lovely, on the banks of the Neva, and in the 
centre of the town. Contiguous to it is a fmall 
palace, built by the prefent emprefs, and called, 
though not very appropriately. The Hermitage. 
It no more refembles our idea of a hermitage thaa 
It docs a temple 5 but when her majefty reiides in 
'this part of the building (he is in retreat, and there 
is no drawing-room or court. I was admitted to 
-fee thefe apartments, which are very elegant, and 
furniihed with great tafte. There are two gal- 
leries of paintings, ^hich have been lately pur- 
chafed at an immenfe expence in Italy. The 
crown, which I faw in the palace itfelf, is per- 
haps ihe richeft in Europe. It is ihaped like a 
bonnet, and totally covered with diamonds. la 
the fceptre is the celebrated one, purchaled by 
Prince Orloff for tive hundred thoufand rubles *, 
and prefented by him to his fovereign mi ft re fs on- 
ly a few months ago. It far exceeds Pitt's dia- 
mond in fize J and is reckoned not inferior in wa- 
ter. Lapidaries declare it the moft^ beautiful and 
rare jewel ever brought fromGolconda. 

There are two academies here, one of arts and 
the other of fciences, both of which I repeatedly 
vi filed. The prefent emprefs has founded the 

* A coin value about fdur ihillings and Sixpence Engllih. 

K a ^ , firft. 
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firft, which will be, when finifhed, a fuperb edi* 
ficc : it is furniflied with maders in the different 
branches of polite letters, and filled with cafla 
from the moft celebrated models of Greek and 
P.om^n fculpture. I do not, however, find that 
as yet any eminent geniufies have appeared* 
though they havef not been quite deftitute of ar- 
tills. Nature indeed feems to have confined per- 
fe6tion in thefe elegant and exquifite produdions, 
to certain climates and people, among whom they 
have fprung fpontaneous for centuries ; and 
which are only imperfedtly copied where the 
feeds of tafte are not fo happily fcattered, or the 
organs fo juftly adapted to receive them. 

I was more charmed with the river Neva it- 
felf, than with any other objc6l here. The Thames 
is not xomparable to it in beauty ', and ^as the 
ftream fets conft^ntjy out of the Lake Ladoga in- 
to the Gulph of Finland, it is always full, clear, 
and perfedly clean. Along its banks is unquef- 
tionably the finell walk in the world. It is not 
a quay, as veffels never afcend to this part, but a 
parade, running to a vaft length -, the buildings 
on which are hardly to be exceeded in elegance. 
Over the river, in the narroweft part, is a bridge 
on pontoons. From this noble river, canals are 
cut to all parts of the city ; nor could any fitua- 
tion be more favourable to the genius of com- 
merce, if the inclemency of the climate did not 
keep it frozen up at leaft ^ve months annually. 

As this place is the formation of late years, it 
is laid out with great regularity i there is not 
any thing which looks old, though much is ^iU 
iraperfe6t and un(iniihed. The buildings have 
throughout a very handfome appearance, and are, 
like cscry thing clfe, on 9 cojoflai fcale. The 

flrect* 
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ilreets are moftly paved; bat in fereral places 
this is done with timber : a pra6tice ftiU more 
prevalent in Mofcow, where, in the frequent 
fires they ufcd to have, the ftreet itfelf caught 
the flames, and the conflagration became terrible, 
as the honfes likewife are moftly of wood. ^ 

The police of Peterlburgh is very good, and one 
may walk with great fafety at any hour. Now 
and then a murder happens j but this is by 
no means frequent. * 

In the furhmer fcafon, when the court are out 
of town, there are fcarcely any public (pe6tacles, 
except at the imperial palace, where a Ruffian 
and French <;omedy are performed generally once 
a week. The feasts are adjafted by rank, and no 
mt*ney is paid for entrance, as it is the em- 
pr«fs*» own amufementi and limited to people 
of condition. For my own part, t found a much 
fuperior entertainment in walking every evening, 
till eleven or midnight, on the banks of the Ne- 
va, or in the Summer Gardens, which likewife 
belong to the crown, and are always open to the 
people. They are lituated at one end of the walk I 
mentioned^ and are full of ftatues^ jets d'eaux, and 
fountains elegantly difpofed. 

The aboriginal Ruffians, whofe habits have not 
been refined by a commerce with other nations, 
evidently partake much more of Aiiaiic than of 
JJuropean manners : the men among the lower 
clafs univerfally wear the beard, in defiance of all 
the rigorous cdi^b iifued by Peter I. to abolifti 
this barbarous cuftom. The women in general 
only bind their heads with pieces of (ilk or linen, 
very nearly refembling in appearance the eaftern 
turban, but accommodate the other parts of their 
drefs pretty nearly to ours. Many of them, how^ 
K a ^ CYcr^ 
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ever, are to be feen in the oki Molcovite babiti 
of the different provinces, which are carioas and 
grotefque in the higbeft degree. In foaie th« 
bead-drefs projeds Sx or eight inches from the 
forehead, and is enriched with pearls; in others 
it is a fort of bonnet laced, and fitting dole round 
the head ; nor is the reft of their attire lefs fin- 
gular. 

One of their coftoms, at which I was a fpeda* 
tor, not a little furprifed me. It was a proniif-« 
cuous bathing of not lefs than two hundred per- 
fons of both fcxes. There are feveral of thefo 
public bagnios in Peterlburgh, and everjr one 
pays a few copiques (value a halfpenny Engliib 
each) for admittance. There are, indeed, fepa** 
rate fpaces for the men and women ; but they 
ieem quite regardlefs of tbis dillindion, and 
fit or bathe in a fiate of abfolute nudity among 
each other. What is equally extraordinviry, they 
go firfl into a room heated to fo intenfe a degree* 
that it is fcarcely poflible to breath in it ; and af' 
tcr having remained there till their bodies are ia 
the moft violent perfpi ration, they infiantly ei-^ 
ther plunge into the cold water of the Neva, or 
clfe throw a quantity of it over them from little 
buckets, with which they areall provided for that 
purpofc. This may only harden a Ruffian con- 
fti tit lion, but, I believe, would be found often fa- 
tal to an linglilh one. The greater part of the 
women were the moft hideous figures I ever be^ 
held, and reminded me of Horace's Canidia, for 
whom they were very proper companions. I 
counted half a dozen young girls who appeared 
tolerably pretty, and Uicv never could have been 
viewed to more advantage than near fuch foils. 

^ ftudier of nature^ I confefs this isvis proper a 

ichool 
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ichool as can be imagined, fince fancy can bardly 
. figure an attitude which may not be found here) 
but as a voluptuary^ a iingle viiit is more thaa 
fuificient. 

1 cannot fay much in praife of the charms 
which the ladies difcoverj indeed, I am told, the 
flyle of lovelinefs here is not a little different 
from ours, and th^, to poiTefs any^pre-eminent 
degree of it, a woman mui^ weigh at leail two 
hundredweight. Prior's criterion will not do here, 
and they would laugh at his " Fine by degrees, 
and beautifully lefs," as a falfe and vitiated tafte. 
The late emprefs Elizabeth was one of thefe pon- 
derous and maify beauties } and fuch ibe appears 
in the portraits Ihave feen of her. 

The cjitnate prodigioully altered within tha 
week following the middle of July. All the vi-» 
olence of the heat was paft, and expeded to r-e- 
turn no more for the feafon. They have no fruits 
here, except ftrawbeiTies and rafberries : wall- 
fruit is almoft unknown, and muil neceffarily be 
fo in fuch a climate. They have, however, as I 
am a0ured, excellent melons, pomegranates, and, 
pines, brought to Peterlburgh from Aftracan ii) 
twenty-one days, which is not a lefs diftance 
than fifteen hundred miles, acrofs all Mufcovy *m 
Indeed, wheu one reflet on the immenfe mag-» 
nitude of this empire, one is loil in the idea« 
They count five tnoufand miles from hence to 
Kamtfchatka, the eafiern but uncertain termina- 
tion of their dominion ; and north, it runs '* to 
Greenland, Zembla, or the Lord knows where.** 
In this are reckoned, I think, fix feparate king* 

♦ Sec Hanway'3 Travels through JPcrfia, Vol, XIII. 

^ doms, 
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s, the diflinCk crowns of which are all Jto b^ 
at Mofcow. The foil, climate, and produce, 
: be infinitely different in fo extenfivc a do- 
1, The Ukraine is reprefented to be one of 
mod fertile and dellcioas provinces of the 
b, and the raofl defirable of any in the Rafiian 
ire. The country round this capital is a morafs 
grown with birch and fir, nor is there a hill 
jin feveral miles. The houfes of Peterfburgh 
all built on piles, as thofe of Amfterdam, 
ch often ftrikingly remind one of Holland, 
mong the public inftitutions, I was carried 
;e one, which can hardly be exceeded in uti- 
by any in Europe, and is worthy of ihp pre* 
emprefs, who may be deemed its foundrefs, 
abeth,hc;r predecelTor, ereded it, and defigned 
r a nunnery. It (lands juft out of town, and is a 
I princely aind magnificent building, though 
every thing elfe, not yet completed.. Her pre- 
. majefly, who has preferred wifdom to fupcr* 
on, converted it into a public place of educa- 
, where young women of all conditions are 
ipletely inttruSed in every neceflTary and ele- 
t accomplifliment, at the fole expence of the 
vn. Thofe of noble families are kept quite dif- 
\ from the inferior children. Upwards of two 
idred and thirty of the former, and double 
t number of the latter, are provided for in this 
lirable feminary. ' , 

ome branejies of the police appeared 4o me 
;ular, thought muii allow they are produdive 
"alutary confequences. 1 was a little indifpof- 
foon after my ari*ival, and fent my fervant to 
chafe fome magnefia in the fliops He brought 
word that no apothecary would fell him any i 
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and that three or four of them had alfared him 
they dared not part with a dram, if a hundred 
ducats were offered for it, unlefs a regular pre- 
fcription was brought them, figned by a phyfi- 
cian, as the punifhment is very fevere for their 
violating this regulation. Efculapius could not 
have made a law more beneficial to the faculty} 
but it prevents empirics from deftr.oying num- 
bers, as they do with impunity among us, and f , 
renders it very eafy to difcover poiibns, by tracing • 
to its fource the vender of them. 

Another Regulation here, though not without 
its advantages likewife, is very troublcfomc. No 
flranger can quit the capital, to pafs the frontiers, 
without having been tirft advertifed in all the 
public papers for ten day? preceding his dfepar* 
ture, though his buiinefs or affairs fhould be ever 
fo urgent. But as Peterlburgh isnot a thorough- 
fare, this restraint is lefs felt than otherwifu it 
would be. 

I made one or two excurfions into the coun- 
try, particularly to Gatchina, a palace of prince 
Orloff's, about forty miles off. It is fit ua ted 
in the moft eligible fpot within a great dif- 
tance of the metropolis, and will, when finiftied, 
,be a fuperb feat.. The gardens are laid out in the 
Engliih taftc by a man of great merit, who was 
fent for, by the prince for that purpofe. The na- 
ture of the ground, and a fine piece of water 
near the houfe, gave him fcope 4or his genius, . 
On my return from hence I faw the royal palace 
of Zarfco-Zelo ; this was bum by Elizabeth, and 
is the coropleteft triumph of a barbarous tafie I 
have feen in thefe northern kingdoms. The f\^ 
tuation is low, and commands hardly any pro- 
por has any natural advantages to claim 

fucb 
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fuch a preference. It is very large, anld the front 
extends to a great length, as there is only one 
ftory befides the ground floors. All the capitals 
of the pillars, the ftatues, and many other parts 
of the external ftrudure are gilt j nor does the 
eye meet fcarce any thitig elfe, in the apartn*cnts 
within. One room is in a very peculiar and un- 
common ftyle of magnificence ; the (ides of it 
being entirely compofed of amber, on which are 
difpofed feftoons and other ornaments of the 
fame material. Its tranfparency, and the con- 
fcioufnefs of its rarity have a fine effe^. This 
was a prefent from the reigning king of Pruffia 
to the late emprefs. Her prefent majefty prefers 
this palace to any of the others j and when therc> 
ihe is in retreat^ as fhe is in^own at the Hermit- 
age. 

The grand duke of Ruffia, and heir apparent 
to the crown, is juft twenty years of age. It is 
very hard to know what qualities or talents he 
really poffeffes, iince under this defpotic and jea* 
lous government, there is fcarcely any material 
power vefled in the fecond, more than the hun- 
dredth perfon in the empire. He has not hitherto 
exhibited any fliining parts, or peculiar traits of 
charader. Thofe who know him, fay, be is 
nmiable, affable, and well difpofed : — but how 
general and uncertain are thefe ftrokes ; and how 
little may we, perhaps, recognife them in the fu- 
ture emperor, Paul I. ? He has been married 
about elieven months. • The grand duchefs, who 
is a German princefs, of the houfe of Hefle- 
Darmftadt, is plain in her perfon 5 but yet has a 
* fomewhat about the lineaments of her counte- 
nance and whole demeanor, which, if I were in- 
clined to judge from phyfiojnomy, wQpld give 
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mer a very favourable impreflion of her heart and 
difpofition. This, I am aflured, flie well me- 
rits, and that the duke i» extremely attached to 
her. 

The celebrated globe of Tycho Brahe, which 
Peter I. procured from Frederic IV. in Denmark, 
cxifts no more : it was confuroed by an acciden- 
tal lire in 1747. I faw the new one lately con- 
iiru6bed on the fame model, but fomewhat infe- 
rior in lize. The exa6t dimenfions of the fir ft I 
am onacqaainted with. The prefent globe 11 
eleven feet in diameter, from pole to pole, and 
in the infide is a table, with feats round it, capa- 
ble of admitting twelve perfons. On the internal 
concave globe, are all the celeftial figns and con- 
ftellalions j the ftars being marked, according to 
their different magnitudes, by (ilver ftuds radiat- 
ed. The external globe is painted with the va- 
rioiis countries of the earth :• but this part is not* 
yet completed. A circular building has beeo 
creded in the midft of an open fpot, and detach- 
ed from any other houfe, for the reception and 
prefervation of this noble aftronomical machine, 
which is, I apprehend, the largcft of its kind in 
Europe. 

Of the genius, manners, and real charader of 
the Mufcovites, I neither pretend, nor can pof-' 
fibly know much from the ihort ftay I made 
here. I only faw the refidence of the court, not 
the ancient capital of the empire. JIad I obeyed 
the impulfe of my own inclinations, I fhould not 
have coti ten ted myfelf with this partial and imper-' 
fc^ view : on the contrary, my wilhes would not 
even have been gratified by a fight of Mofcow 
itfelf ; I (kould have continued my roiTt©» from 
ihcnce to Ca(ao and Attracan} nor flopped i^^cn- 
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there, unlefs from an incapacity of paffing by the 
Cafpian fea, and intermediate provinces of the 
Ottoman dominion, to Conftantinople. They 
fmiled and gave me a look of incredulity mingled 
with furprife, when I afliircd them> it is my in- 
tention, if unfurmoun table obftacles do not pre- 
vent me, to return here and attempt this tonr^ 
little knowing that danger and fatigue have do 
terrors for me, when knowledge is the reward of 
my endeavours. I am confcious this fentiment 
is not to be ttansfufed, nor perhaps in general 
believed. That pallionate enthaliafm, that in* 
fatiable avidity, that divine and iodifcribable de- 
light which I experience while engaged in this 
occupation, I attempt in vain> by language and 
defcription, to kindle in other bofoms, where na- 
ture has not given a fimilarity of feeling. 

I mud confefs that 1 found much entertain- 
ment, mingled with that improvement which 
opens and expands the mind, in this ihort re(i« 
dence here; neither Copenhagen nor .Stockholm 
contain fo much to attra^ the notice of a tra- 
veller, particularly when it is remembered, that 
thofe cities have probably reached their meridian, 
and that every month adds to the beauty and 
magnificence of this new-born metropolis, which 
will be long before it reaches its acme. 

Intending to travel through Ingria, formerly 
wrefted from Sweden, about fix o'clock on the 
morning of the 28th of July, I quitted St. Pctcrf- 
burgh, where feveral little accidents had concur- 
red to detain me Ibme days longer than i intend- 
ed. The whole intermediate country from 
thenee to tl>e gates of Narva is a vaft plain, level, 
open, anfl covered in many parts with barvefis, 
whhjft ihfe pcafants are already reaping. My in- 
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t^ntion was only to have ftaid in NatVa a few 
hours, but the prefling inftanccs of two or three 
very hofpitable , gentlemen, ^hom I met with 
there, induced me to prolong it. After dinner^ 
on the 29th, they carried me out of town, to 
Ihewme the celebrated fpdt on which Charles XIL 
routed one hundred thoufand Mufcovites, with 
his little Swediih troop rather than army, about 
feventy years age. The intrenchihents of the 
Ruflian camp are flill diftindly vifible, and ex- 
tend near eighteen Englilli miles along the fhore 
of the Gulph of Finland. Their head quarters 
wereedabliflied in a little ifland fituated at the 
uarroweft part of the river, where was a bridge, 
whichy (inking under the crowd of flying Muf- 
covites, deitroyed as many as their enemies had 
done. 

Peter moft feverely revenged the di (honour of 
his arms on that union una te day, when he after- 
wards took Nafva, and tranfported the wretched 
lohabitants into the mod remote parts of his domi- 
nions. They yet iliew the baflion where he gave 
the affault ; and it is faid, that on his entering the 
place, and Ending the Swediih commandant in his 
robe de charabre, unapprehenfive of fuch an 
event, he ftruck him feveral times, reproaching 
him for his remiiTnefs to his fovereign's interelt, 
and for having been found in a drefs fo unwor- 
thy of a foldier. This anecdote is perfedly cha- 
raderiftic of Peter. 

A gentleman of crndition, with whom I form- 
ed a fort of intimacy during my little Iby, and 
^bo is equally a man ot letters and urbani^, 
related to me an anecdote rcfpefting his own fa- 
jBily. which is both fingular and interefting. I 
give it rearlv in his own words. " My mother/* 
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faid he, " and her elder fitter, became captivei 
to the czar, when this city was taken. They 
were fold as fuch to the Ruflians, and carried by 
them into the interior parts of the empire, footb 
of Mofoow. Fortune had not even allied them 
in this ftate of exilej^ nor did the one know to 
what mafter the other belonged. In this iitua- 
tion, as a flave, my mother remained two year$5 
at the end of which time fhe difcovered her elder 
iifter, whofe fate had been mnch more propitious : a 
boyard, or noble, captivated with her -perfon; 
married hier, and had raifed her to a'ftatfe of af-* 
flnence and power. This Ihe immediately em- 
ployed to refcue her filler, and Under her protcc* 
tion my mother remained, till the interceflion of 
the emprefs Caiherine, who was originally a Li- 
vonian • villager, procured permiffion to all tliC 
baniflied natives to return, and even the reftitu- 
tion of their houfes, effects, and fortunes. This 
edi6t induced my mother to quit the afylum ihe 
had found in Ruifia, and fhe returned again to 
Narva. I need not remind you, that the great 
prince Men zikoff, whofe genius and merit raifed 
him from the ilation of a pa dry- cook's boy, tQ 
the higheft employments under Peter 1. was af- 
terwards bani(hed to Siberia, apd all his cft?itc« 
confifcated. The boyard, who had marrifed my 
aunt, was one of his immediate dependants, and 
had the fuperintendance of his lands : he was in* 
volved in the ruin of the prince; and reduced to * 
a ftate >of poverty and diftrefs. His wife fled im- 
mediately to her younger lifter for refuge, wtfo 
bad now an opportunity to return the- benefits 
fhe had forfnerly received,- and to ' extend that 
protedion ihe once had wanted. My aunt ii 
<iead ', but my ipQther ii alivQ at this prefent 
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i$fne^ from whofe mouth I have a thoufand times 
iaear J the llory of her fortune. 

"There are," contimied he, -*^ many old per- 
sons yet alive, who remember < the *battle of Nar- 
va, and among others is a man, whofe life was 
^referved by a moft uncommon circumftance. 
He, was an infant at the breaft, and only about 
. Ik twelvemonth old. Some Mufcovite fdidien 
•with a mercilefs barbarity tore him from the 
jitirfe^s arms, and daihiog him againlt a wall left 
him bleeding, and, as they apprehended, dead j 
the, woman, however, attached to the child, re- 
turned, and^ by her care recovered him ) and he 
too is ftill alive." 

J £pent;the greater part' of the 'SOth ar the 
mouth of the river, which is about eight miles 
firom Narva. It was beautiful weather, and 
tempted us to fail out upon the Gulph of Finland, 
^hips of confiderable burden lie in the road, there 
being very little water on the bar, though the 
river itfelf is deep quite up to the town. It 
empties itfelf into the great Peipus Lake, about 
ibrty,miJes.ibuth jof Narva* On the other fide 
of this lake is iituate the city of Plefkow in Muf- 
€ovy. Oppofite the town, is a large fubnrb with 
;art ancient . fortrefs called Ivanogorod, built by 
the czar, John Bafiliwitz, who was a cotenipora- 
, j^y of our Elizabeth, and made a treaty of com- 
.merce with the Englifli, under her reign. Thefe 
were the frontier towns of the Swedilh and Ruf^ 
•6an territory for a long feries of years, the river 
forming the boundary, till the enterprifing Peter 
enjarged the ancient limits of his dominions. 
, I had the pleafure to dine in company with 
four ladies, at this place, who were habited in 
the Livonian dreis. Nothing could more aptly 
L 2 ^ realize 
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realize that barbnrous fplendor which has been 
fo frequently depidured, but is now fo rarely to 
be feen in any parts oF Europe. It was expen- 
sive, and might Jiave been worn by perfonsof the 
firft eminence, without degradation ot their rank. 
Their heads were covered with a complete bon- 
net of pearls, which were not worth lefs thaa 
two thoufand rubles -, and round their necks were 
fever^l ftrings of the fame. A part of their 
necks was left expofed ; but the lower part was 
concealed by a veft of red Hlk, which fat clofe to 
the bread, and was bordered with a gold lace of 
B vaft breadth, which defcended to their feet. 
Their arms had no other covering than the fleeves 
of their Ibifts ; and when they walked out, they 
threw over their heads and ihoulders a piece of 
iilk refembling a Highland plaid, and which was 
a fort of fubftitute for our capuchin. I ought 
to mention, that one of thefe four ladies had beea 
married fix months, though (he was then onl/ 
twelve years'and a half old; nor is this an un- 
common or unprecedented thing: a proof of the 
early maturity to which women arrive in north- 
cm climates. 

Next day I went to dine at a gentleman's feat, 
about a iQile out of (owa> clofe to the fall on the 
river. 

It is a beautiful ^alk, along the banks of the 
river above Narva, to the falls. There arc two, 
a fmall iiland dividing the ftream jail at the 
place ; I only faw one of them, the eye not tak- 
ing in both at once, as on the Dah} in Sweden. 
If I bad never feen thefe lail-named catarads, 
thofe of Narva would have plcafed me more, ai 
they are in no refpeft to be placed in competl^f 
liQa with them* T^e breadth is, indeed^ greater; 
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Jbnt the fall is only eighteen or nineteen feet. 
Yet even here, the roar of the water, when quite 
clofe, the mid flying up over it, and the fur* 
roupding obje6ts, which are very pi<5tnrerque, af- 
fe^ the mind with a pleafing aftonifhment, and 
jdet3in the fpedtator in a voluntary bondage. 

It was fix in the evening before I returned to 
the town and piirfaed my journey. The firfl 
ilage lies entirely over the plains which the Muf- 
cpvitea occupied on the famdus day when young 
Charles defeated them. From thence the road 
turns in-land, and on the evening of the firft'of 
Augull, I found myfelf on the fands at the edge 
cf the Peipus Lake, along whofe borders I drove 
for feveral miles. Night clofed in as I reached 
Niiial, a little village wafhed by its waves, and 
Tery delightfully fituated. From hence I had 
only between forty and fifty miles to Derpt, 
where I got next morning to break faft. This 
place, which is rather a large, flraggling, ill-built 
Tillage, than a town, was formerly, wiien Livonia 
belonged to Sweden, of conliderable importance, 
having been fortified, and a frontier garrifon on 
the fide of Mufcovy. li is (ituated in the mofl 
fertile and beautiful part of the province, on a 
Imall river, which commomcates with the Peipus 
Lake, and furrounded with harvefts, which at 
this feafon of , the year were waving in all the 
pride of plenty. Jufl ab<^e the town, on an emi* 
nence, from whence the eye commands alt this 
val^, iland the ruins- of an abbey or cathedral> 
which the RuiBans are employed in totally de- 
ipoliihing. Its (ituation, which is very eligible 
in a military light, has induced them to commit 
lliis outrage on the vcrterabJe remains of piety and 
inagnificeoce, which the building exhibits. Pof* 
ia 3 litizedbyGoogi terit 
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tcrity will fee the ftandard wave where the era-* 
cifix has ftood, and the matin bell will be fucceed- 
ed by the trumpet. He who' reveres an tiqa it/* 
cannot but deplore this change, and regret the 
havoc which war, under every Ihape, is continu- 
ally making on the produdions of (elegance aad 
art. 

I purfued my route, in the afternoon, through 
one of the moft fertile plains which can be con- 
ceived : this beautiful vale terminated about for- 
ty miles frorp Derpt. As evening drew oi^^, I en- 
tered a thick wood of fir and birch trees, where 
the fand was almofi up to the axle-tree of the 
chaife; the night was extremely dark, and it- 
rained and blew very hard. It was one o'clock 
in the morning when I arrived at the pofl-lioufe» 
which is in the midft of the wood ; and as I 
was determined to wait the return of day, I 
lay down in my clothes, and fell prefently fad 
a deep. 

The fame groves continued almoft the whole 
cnfuing day. In the evening I reached Wolmar, 
a little town which was foripaerly fortified, and 
where are yet the walls of a caftle conftruded 
by the Swedes. From hence I had only abcxut 
eighty miles to the city of Riga ; but it was the 
morning of the 5th when I got there, and termi- 
nated my journey acrofs Livonia. The diflance 
from Narva exceed^ three hundred £ngli{h miles. 

My fiay in Riga was rather regulated by ca- 
price, than ftridly proportioned to the number of 
objeds it prefeots, either to elegant amufement 
or inliruftion. It would be hard to have found 
a fpot more deflitutc of any natural beauties or 
advantages to induce an adventurer to fix in, than 
U that where Riga fiaads. Deep, barren fands 

r- invclt 

» Digitized by LiOOg I ■ 



SflT^ft it round on every fide, and a traveller who 
regulated his ideas of the province by that papt 
of it he faw here, would accufe thole authors of 
grois impoiition^ who have called Livonia the 
granary of the north. It was commerce which 
evidently gave birth to the place, and the genius 
of which ftill proteds and enriches it. The river 
Dana is an inexhauiiible fource of plenty, and 
amply makes amends for every other deficiency^ 
It runs a vaft length into the interior parts of Po- 
land, and conveys down all the articles of trade 
exported from hence. Timber is one of the chief j 
and 1 was aifured, that many of the largeft trees 
did not arrive in Riga within two years, being 
cnt near Bender on the banks of the Neifter, from 
whence they are drawn over the fnows in win- 
ter, to the Duna, and brought down the enfuing 
i'eafon. In May and June the Poles ufually ar^ 
rivc^ and return again before the end of July. 

The bridge over the river, is owe of the moft 
Angular and fnrprifing in Europe : it is nine hun- 
dred paces long, and far exceeds in length that 
at Rouen, or any I ever faw. It confifts of tra- 
"verfe beams of tin;ber, joined together, and rifes 
or falls with the tide. In fpring, as foon as the 
Duna is quite free from ice, they build it, and it 
is removed before the froft fets in, which happens 
commonly in November. ' It is only about nine 
or ten Englifh miles to the mouth of the river, 
where it empties itfelf into the Baltic; and on 
the fonthem fide, three miles below the town, is 
the place where Charles XII. routed the Saxons, 
as he had firft done the Rutliaus before Narva. 
A high bank of fand is now colleded, and pof- 
Ufks the ground where the adion happened, un- 
der J 
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• der which are ilrll frequently found fkulls and 
human bones. 

The city of Riga kfelf, is a moft difagrceable 
one ; it is extremely crowded, and furrounded by 
fortifications which prevent a podibility of its be- 
ing altered or amended in this refpe^. The 
houfes are ail high, and the ftreets very narrow, 
very ill-paved, and very dirty. The fubvn-bs are 
as large as the place itfelf, and are chiefly poflcff- 
.ed by RuHi^ns, the municipal privileges ejcclud- 
ing there from the capacity of exercifing any 
trade within its walls. There are about eight 
thoufand inhabitants in the city, and as many 
more in the Fauxbourgs. The commerce rauft 
neceflarily be prodigious, as in the year l??^, no 
fewer than one thoufand and thirty veiTels, from 
various parts of Europe, entered the port. Its 
pretences to antiquity are pretty high : it is faid,. 
that when the Teutonic Knights, about the year 
1300, came to conquer and reform the Pagan in- 
habitants of the province, they found fome mer- 
chants from Bremen, who had already fettled 
on the bank of the Duna, and ereded Riga, in- 
duced by the advantages it offered to commerce. 

On the 9th I proceeded to Mittaw, the capit^ 
of Courland. It is a verypleafant and agreeable 
drive of four hours from Riga to that place; the 
dominions of Ruflia divide from thofe of Cour- 
land, nearly at the mid-way. At the entrance of 
the town, I met his highnefs the duke, who wai 
on horfcback with a fmall tiain, and had juft re« 
turned from hunting. Baron Klopman, the mar- 
flial of his court, prefented me to him the follow- 
ing day. He treated me with great politencfs, 
placed me on his left hand at dinner, the old 
duchefs, his mother^ fitting on bis rights and did 
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me the honour to fhew me in perfon the apart- 
ments of the palace, and feveral curiofities he has 
colleded, in the afternoon. Our difcpurfe at ta- 
ble ran on the happy news, juft received, of the 
peace concluded with the Turks, all the articles 
of which he recounted to me, as he had juft re- 
ceived a letter frona his lifter, the princefs- of 
Courland, who is married, and relides at St. Pe- 
terlburgh, on that ftibjed. 

His highnefs expreffed, many times, the high 
cftecm he entertained for the Englith nation : 
** and as a proof/* faid he, " of the ancient alli- 
ance between us, I have now, among the ar- 
chives of the dutchy, feveral treaties of Iriend- 
ihipi not only from your kings, but even from 
the famous prote6tor, Cromwell." He was per- 
fonally acquainted with the late Lord Baltimore, 
•who fpent fome days at Mittaw, during his fa- 
• tber*s reign ; and aifured me, that be had often 
intended, and yet hoped to vifit England. He was 
good enough to inyite me to one of his country- 
palaces at Ruhendahl, about twenty miles from 
hence, and lituated, as he faid, in a lovely part 
of Courland -, but as my time did not permit, I 
was obliged to decline this honour. 

Courland, as well as Livonia, anciently belong- 
ed to the Teutonic Knights 5 but in the year 
1461, the grand mafter of that order became the 
firft duke : he was a nobleman of the name of 
Ketlcr, and in his family it continued till they 
became extin6t in the perfon of Ferdinand, 
This was the fan^e who fought fo gallantly againft^ 
Charles XII. at the battle of theDuna : he refided 
at Dantzic, in a kind of exile from his country, 
znd deprived of his natural inheritance. His 
m^d^tSoti the young Puke Frederic, had been 
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roamed "to Anne, daughter of Ivan, elder brother 
of Peter the Great, and which princefs afterwards 
afcended the Ruffian throne. He only lived fix 
weeks after hJg nuptials, being carried off in the 
bloom of life by a violent fever. His widow re- 
tained poiTeffion of the government, to the ex- 
cluiion of Ferdinand, till the death of Peter II. 
when Ihe was called to the empire by a fadion* 
Though this event obliged her to leave Mit>taw, 
cmd return to Peteriburgh, yet her power continu- 
ed j and on the death of the duke without iflb^ 
ihe placed her favourite Biron in the ^utchy, 
though Count Saxe had been previoufly clew- 
ed by the nobility, and endeavoured to make 
fome refiftance. This Biron was, for many ytfars, 
her minifter, and poflelTecJ the raoft unbounded 
power over both his miftrefs and her fubjcfts. 
She Teft him regent at her death, under the ia- 
fant emperor Ivanj an office which he held on- 
ly fifteen days, and from the poiTeffion of which 
hc^was fent into banifhment. There he remain- 
ed till the late emprefs Elizabeth*s death, when 
Peter III. once more recalled him, and reinftatcd 
him in his honours and dominions. During his 
difgrace, Courland was governed for feveral years 
by tbe four great officers of (late, who preiide 
over the different departments, till Prince Charles 
of Saxony got footing in the dutchy, by the in- 
fluence of his father the king of Poland, and hdd 
it three years, when the change of the fovereiga 
in Ruffia, obliged him again to evacuate it. The 
late duke died only two years ago, upwards of 
eighty years of age, and tranfrpitted the inheri- 
tance to his fon the reigning prince. The duke 
is only the firfl nobleman of date, his power not 
extending, in any degree, oyer the ptiier nobility : 
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tbcy pay hira no taxes or duties of gny kind, and 
are abfolute lords on their own eftates, having 
power of life and death over their vaflals. 

Courland is a fief of Poland, and as fuch his 
prefent higbnefs did homage in his father's name, 
and his own, to Staniflaus, the reigning king, om 
bis accceffion at Warfaw. The dutchy is fixty- 
three Grcrman miles in length, and twenty-fix in 
breadth 3 it is exceedingly fertile, particularly yi 
grain, from the duties on which, and his own pa^ 
trimonial eftates, the revenue chiefly arifes. . This 
feldom falls Ihort of four hundred thoufand dol- 
lars^, and amounts, fometimes to almoft double 
the fum, as the price of grain determines itjn a 
great meafure. The. duke has five hundred 
guards, chiefly for parade. He told me that the 
ancient refidence of the dujces of Cpurland was 
^t Goldingen, a town near fixtjr* Englifli miles 
from hence, and where are ftill the ruins of apa-e 
lace which belonged to them. — The prefent pa- 
lace at Mittaw was begun by the late duke be** 
fore hisbanilhment, and continued on his return* 
The plan is two magnificent and princely for a 
fovereign with fuch limited refources 5 though, 
as he maintains neither a military nor naval art 
maroent, he is a rich man with economy. Its 
fituation is very agreeable, on a fmall* eminence^ ' 
juft without the town, tmd wailied by the river 
A4, whicn is pretty broad, and winds moft de^ 
JightfuUy through the meadows which furround 
it on all fides. The country is moftly li:U^ finely 
wooded, and refembles exceedingly fome parti 
pf England.— The river is navigable to Riga for 

* A Q^m, value'about.threeihi^luigsand fixpcnce Eagliflv: 
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fmall boats; and as there is always a number 
of thefe veflels going and renaming, the view of 
the fails apparently moving through the fields, is 
charmingly pi^urefque. 

The town of Mittaw is not very ancient ; a 
private gentleman of Courland founded it, in the 
year 142(). It occupies at lead as much ground 
as Riga, but as the iireets are more fpacious, and 
the buildings more fcattered, it cannot properly 
be regarded as equal in fize ; the inhabitants arc 
only between three and four thoufand.. Mod of 
the houfes are of wood, and very mean in their 
appearance. It is horridly paved, and which is 
Hill more lingular, the nobleire have oppofed and 
prevented the duke's intention to repair this de^ 
fed, from motives of caprice and obllinacy. He 
is obliged to fummon a diet, compofed entirely 
of their body, once in two years, which enads 
laws and' red refles grievances; he prefides over, 
but has little influence or authority in it. This 
dutirhy, indeed, is an exa6t refemblance of Poland* 
in miniature; the fame political evils exift in 
both. 

The duke is a lover of letters, and has lately 
founded an academy in Mittaw, for the indruc- 
tion of the young nobility and perfons of condi- 
tion in the dutchy, at his own expence. This is 
a very laudable foundation, and does him great 
honour. 

I was fo pleafed with the environs of this city,, 
as well as with my reception at the ducal court, 
that I wi(hed, had time permitted, to have pro- 
longed my day 5 and to have accompanied the 
duke in one of his hunting expeditions, in which 
exercife he is very expert. 

However,^ 
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However, being limited by time, I left Mittaw 
on the nth of Auguft, about noon, and reached 
Frawemburg, a little village &fty miles diflant, 
before midnight. Nothing cpuld exceed the 
beauty of the country through which I pa^ed : 
wide extended plains, which a week or two be- 
fore had waved with corn, and on which the 
(heaves were ftill ftanding, imprefled the travel- 
ler with ideas of plenty and happinefs. Nature 
has been uncommonly bounteous to Courlaud, 
$ind that epithet of the Sicily of the north, ufual- 
ly attributed to Livonia, belongs with more juf- 
tice to this province ; the produds of which be- 
ing anciently all exported from Riga, gave birth 
to the common mode of expreflion. 

1 continued my journey very early in the 
morning, having taken fome repofe, more from 
a defire of not lofing any part of the profptfA^ 
which prefented themfelves, than from fatigue or 
want of reft. I was amply repaid for this little 
delay, by a continuation of the fame elegant 
fcenery. I pafled through feveral pleafant woods, 
compofed of oaks, afpens, ofiers, larch, and nut 
trees ; and under the fhelter of this variegated 
fhade, I dined on fome cold provifions 1 had 
brought with me, while the fervant procured me 
a' deflert of. nuts from the boughs over my head, 
which were loaden with them. I ftopped again, 
during the middle of the night, at a little ham- 
let, where the poft-houfe was fituated. As I ap- 
proached the b^J'ders, both the population and 
the fertility of the foil diminilhed. I reached the 
frontier of the dutchy on Saturday morning, and 
eroding a rivulet, over a wooden bridge, entered 
Lithuania, an angle of which divides Pruflia from 
Courland. I was ftoppfed at Polangen^ a mWer- 
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able town in this province, and bad the honour 
to be fearched, at a kind of cuftom-houfe, in the 
name of King Stanillaus. The place itfelf f^andg 
at an inconfideratTle diflance from the ihr>re of 
the Baltic, and is remarkable for the quantities 
of amber collected near it; which forms.their only 
branch of commerce. In the afternoon I got toMe- 
mel, the firft town in his Pruflian majclty's domi- 
nions, where I was obliged once more to qndergo 
the ceremony of a fearch, which was- conduced 
with greater feveriky than it had been in Poland; 
moft rigorous penalties being annexed to the in- 
trodu6tion ot* any prohibited articles, however 
fmall in quantity, into the kingdom. As I in- 
tended to make a fhort ftay in Mcmel, I had pro- 
vided myfelf with letters to a principal commer- 
cial houfe : the hofpitality I had fonnd at Narva, 
and the politenefs (hewn me at Riga, had prepof- 
fefTed me with a favourable idea of my reception 
in this place j and I loft not a minute, on my ar- 
rival, in preparing myfelf to wait on the perfons 
to whom my recomtnendations were addrefled. 
It was near feven in the evening, and had been a 
very rainy day : Itook the opportunity of a (hort 
fulpenlion of the ftorms, and tripped nimbly 
along the ftreets, preceded by a girl Without 
ihoes or (lockings, who was fent to Ibcw me the 
way. When we came- to the houfe, my ragged 
conduftrefs oppened the ftre,et door without cere- 
mony, and running up a pair of ftairs, threw 
open another door into an apartment, where the 
left me, and retired with as much precipitation 
as fhe had entered. I Hepped' in. . If the deiks 
and bookcafes, which furrounded near three (ides 
of this room, had not declared it to be a count- 
iDg-boafe> I Aould jaaioA certainly have mi^akea 
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it for a cock-loft : the cafements were Co com- 
pletely covered with duft^ and filth, that no ob- 
jcds were diftindly vifible through them at any 
time of the day j but more particularly fo at the 
hoar when I made my appearance. Two black 
ill-looking figures ilar ted up at the fame moment, 
like automatons aduated by fprings, and feemed, 
by their regards, to demand the caufe of fo abrupt 
an entrance. 1 muft own, the manner of my en- 
trance into this flrange apartment rather difcon- 
ccrted me: taking, however, my credentials out 
of my pocket, I prefented them to him who fiood 
next me, with a ihort addreX's to explain the caufe 
of my intrufion. This produced a low bow from 
both, and while one perufed the letters, the other 
defired me to be feated on a fiool. Which had 
once been covered with leather ; but time having 
eaten it all away, the horfe-hair, which compofed 
the ftuffing, fupplied its place. 1 complied with 
the invitation, and amufcd myfelf by looking 
round me, while the two brothers were engaged 
with the credentials. ** Ift die heer ein Kauff- 
mann ?" faid the fecond, ftretching out his head 
with a look of ignorance and curiofity. «' Ich 
weifs nicht,'* anfwered the other, fhaking his in 
turn. " Gentlemen," faid I, ** though I am not 
fo happy as to fpeak German, I underfiand fome- 
what of the language : the motives which induce 
me to travel, are thofe of knowledge and im- 
provement 5 and my day here, as in every other 
place I vifit, is chiefly determined by the objeds 
it prefcnts of inftrudion . and liberal ^ntehain- 
ment." *' We apprehended," anfwered the firft, 
•' you might be come'to our fair, which wiH be- 
gin Monday: if you want any goods, our clerks 
Ihall ihe\V you the way, and get them for you/* 
M 2 "I 
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" I am happily/' faid I, " not in want of any 
gCK)ds, except a few amber toys for prefents j and 
I am told this is the propereil place in the world 
to procure them." " 1 don't know/* replied hej 
** if, indeed, you want only a few toys, the land- 
Jord of the inn Avhere yon lodge can fupply yoii 
as well as any one ; but if you would purcbafe 
amber in the grofs, the town of Polangen, which 
you came through, wa5 the moft eligible place j 
it belongs to the crown of Poland at this time; 
but we are in great hopes that our king will, ere 
long, get hoid of it 5 and then, you know, we 
Ihall have all the amber trade in our own hands/' 
Unhappy Stanillaus ! thought I ; how little do 
the confiderations of equity and honour weigh 
againll thofe of intereft ! " The trade of Memel 
is, notwithftanding/' refumed I, " pretty large at 
this time J is it not?" ** Indifferent/* faid "he; 
*' there are only four houfes who divide, it] we 
export a great deal of timber, which is brought 
down the river Ruffe from the interior parts of 
Lithuania, and conveyed* here in boats : we deal 
too, pretty largely, in hemp, flax, and linfeed: 
five hundred {hips were laden here laft year with 
thefe articles, and as many more might have 
been laden this feafon, if the water on the bar 
was not fo much decreafed lately. There were 
eighteen feet, and now there are only fif- 
teen } a melancholy circum fiance for us 1 Re- 
monftrances have been prefented to the king on 
this fubje6t, and orders given in confequencej 
but they are not executed : his majefiy is a great 
man, but Berlin is very difiant -, and this is a 
frontier of the kingdom." 

I alked if there were any obje6ts of curiofity at 
Memel. " There is not any thing that I know 
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of," faid the fecond brother, " except a pot-aib 
manofadtory, and you may fee a better 00^ at 
Dantzic: the fhips at the quay are our iineft 
fight." I turned the difcourfe to a new fubje6t, ' 
in the intention of prolonging the time; but 
having, at laft, exhaufted every topic of conver- 
fation, and it growing fo very dark, that I could 
hardly diftinguifti my companions, I found I muft 
go ; fo riling up I made my bow, and wilhed 
them a good night. I returned home half mor- 
tified at my unfuccefsful vi£t, which had pot 
even procured me an invitation to dinner, which 
I wifhed, for a private reafon. 

I however, made the beil of my condition, and 
drank a glafs of tolerable Rhenifli wine at my 
folitary fupper, having ordered poft horfes for 
Koninglberg at noon next day. In the morning 
I walked out to look at the town. The ladies 
were picking out their way through the dirtied 
vileft ftreels it is poflible to conceive, in negli- 
gees and white fatin Ihoes ; ^nd the gentlemea 
were efcorting them to church, for it was Sunday, 
in blue velvet coats, and vaft Kevenhuller hats. 
There were forae exquilite figures among them. 
Leonardo da Vinci would have found excellent 
fubjefts to work on. It was a mofl laughable 
fcene. There is not, indeed, any thing in this 
place. to detain a man of curiolity two hours: 
the buildings are very wretched ; and, as my 
friend faid in the counting-houfe, I think " the 
fliips at the quay are the fineft fight in Memel/' 

From hence to Koningfberg, the road lies over 
a tongue of fand, about eighty-three miles in 
length, and not more than a fingle one in breadth 
in many places : in none does it exceed three. 
This extraordinary bank of fapd terminates a lit- 
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tie to the northward of the town, from which it 
is fcparated by a haven of near half a mile ia 
breadth. When the weather is fine, and the fear 
% fraooth, one may drive along it with great plea- 
fure, as tlte fands clofe to the margin of the wa- 
ter are hard and firm. Unfortunately for me, it 
blew very hard from the weft, and drove the 
waves a long way higher on the beach than nfu- 
al. I landed on the (and about two in the after- 
X)oon> and reached the firft poft-houfe as Dight 
clofed in. A more terrible one I hardly ever re- 
member: it not only rained without intermiflion, 
but the wind now blew a hurricane. The lea 
being driven by its fury a long way beyond the 
ufual bounds, neceffitated the poftillions to drive 
through the very furf, which many times com- 
pletely covered *the fore wheels of the carriage, and 
roared like thunder in my ears. In fuch a fitua- 
tion I could not take much repofe, and more than 
once apprehended I Ihould have been inevitably 
overturned into the fea. Morning came moft 
welcome after fuch a night, and about eight 
o'clock I got to a miferable hovel, called an inn, 
where I found the poor inhabitants employed in 
boiling pumpkins, which appeared to be one 
chief article of their food. The women were 
without any fort of head-drefs except their hair, 
and fcarce .covered to the knees. Here, among 
horfes in a large ftable, I ate my breakfaf), and 
drank my coffee very compofcdly. I reached the 
fouthern termination of thd fand, where it joins 
the continent, about noonj and gladly found 
inyfelf once more on firm ground, after having 
driven two-and- twenty hours along the fhoreof 
the Baltic^ and often amid its very waves. 
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My road afterwards to Koninglberg lay through 
a flat, but inclofed and cultivated, country. I 
was flopped at the gate of that city, ^fter the 
officer on guard had infpeded my pafs, a foldier, 
with his bayonet fixed, mounted the coach-box, 
and the poftillion blowing his horn, I was con- 
duced like a prifoner of Hate through a number 
of flrects to the cuftom-houfe. There I under- 
went another fearch a la Frt'JJienne^ and was then 
permitted to drive to an inn. 

A gentleman of rank, with whom I became 
acquainted the day of my arrival, did nae the ho- 
nour to invite me to a ball the enfiiing evening 
at his own houfe. I went about fix o'clock ; and 
the weather being fine, the ladies were feated un- 
der an arbour in the garden, while a band of 
mufic played. He prefented me to them all with- 
outdiftindionj leaving to my own feelings where 
to give the preference. In this fituation, it was 
not her beauty which drew me to a particular 
one, though, perhaps, in that endowment nature 
had given her the fuperiority. Shall I fay it Was 
chance merely then : or are there not fome fecret 
and unknown caufes, which attrad by a fubtle 
and irrefiflible energy certain perfons, in whofe 
bofoms a congeniality of foul has formed them to 
give and receive a mutual pleafure ? The pafiions 
of the heart, however, depend not on the deduc- 
tions of the underflanding, ^nd admiration may 
be experienced without defining it. Her perfon 
was flcnder, and formed with fymmetry : a deln 
cacy mingled with a languor was its chief cha- 
raderiflic. This quality was not confmed/to any 
particular attitude, feature, or lookj it was dif- 
fufed all over her ; and might be as perceptibly 
difcerned in the movemeut of ker band, as in tka 
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fibanges of her eye. Time had not taken any 
thing Irom the natural loveJinefs of her counte- 
nance 5 bat ficknefs had tinged her cheek with 
a palenefs, without^ however, diminilliing its 
charnas. She was born at Berlin, but of French 
cxtraftion. Her knowledge of this laft language 
was only equalled by her acquaintance with the 
Italian. She read Taflb and Boileau with equal 
eafe. Her health did not permit her to danc! ; 
but (he recommended to me her friend, a youog 
)ady, very amiable, if my heart could have found 
^ny thing fo, befides herfelf. Mufic had no at- 
tra6tions for me, unlefs of a fecondary nature, 
and which it derived from her; nor could danc- 
ing animate my heart. I returned from this gay 
thraldom to the happinefs of fitting befide her, 
of regarding every alteration in her face, and at- 
tending' to the accents of her tongue. She was 
not infenfible to this fpecies of homage, more 
truly flattering than a volume o£ compliments, 
and was one of the few women I have met with, 
who know that love has no alliance with loqua- 
city. She invited me to teach her Englilh, and 
promifed, in return, to be my preceptrels in Ger- 
man. The very genius of the language would 
have appeared different, when flie deigned to in- 
itru6k me in it ; and all its afperities would have 
been fo^ened in paffing through fuch a medium. 
But charmed as I was with the woman and the 
tutorefs, infuperable obftacles precluded the pof- 
Ability of my flay in Koninglberg. 

This is a vaft city: it contains- fifty thoufand 
inhabitants, exclufive of eight thoufand foldiers j 
it is a great collection of houfes and ftreets with- 
out elegance, beauty, or order. Here is an aca- 
demy, founded by one of the firft dukes of Prof- 
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fia ; but our grammar Ichools in England are, in 
general, much fuperior to it. A profeffor ihewed 
lue the library, and other apartments: there ig 
Dothing worth looking at, except the original 
fafe condu^ given by Ch^irles V, to Martin Lu- . 
ther, when he attended the diet of Worms in 
1521, and ligned by the emperor's hand:. this 
merits prefcrvation. 

Koninglberg has a confiderable trade-in hemp 
and flax, but it is leven German miles from Pil* 
law, the feaport at the efflux of the river Pregel; 
fo that only very fmall yeflels can come up to the 
town. The prefent king of Pruflia has not {he«vn 
any attachment or fondnefs for tiiis . part of his 
dominions; nor has he vifited the city fince the 
,year 1753, though he comes%annually to make a 
general review of the troops at Graudentz, near 
Alarienwerder, on the Viliula, not far removed 
from hence. The river is narrow here, but there 
are fbme very pleafant gardens on its banks. I 
am told, a king of Bohemia founded Koninglberg 
in 1255, this part of Pruffla being at that time 
dependant on bis kingdom. 

Though i had feveral inducements, from the 
agreeable fociety I met with, to prolong my day, 
I quitted Koninglberg on the 20tb of Auguft, 
and purfued my journey along the banks of the 
river Pregel, through a fertile plain. It was one 
of the fined days of the feafon, the rays of the 
fun being moderated and attempered by a breeze 
from the water, and all nature gay. I flopped 
the carriage on a rifing ground, at a little dif- 
tanpe from the town, and looked back on its nu- 
merous fpircs, which were gilded by the eaftern 
fun i a tear of vexation and defpair flood in my 
eye, and diminiflied the profped, as I recalled 
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ibmer tender ideas j but fancy endeavoured to pe- 
netrate the gloom. 

The axletree of the chaife broke down in the 
ifternoon ^ ^nd as feveral hours were rcquifite to 
make a new one, I was neceffitated to remain in 
the village where it happened during the reft of 
the day. I lay down at night in a bed, and in 
an apartment which might well have ferved for 
the original of that where Pope defcribes Viiliers 
expiring, and than which imagination can hardly 
'conceive any more miferable and gloomy. In 
the morning early I proceeded, and got to Fra- 
w^mburg to breakfaft. This is a little town, 
Situated in a ftndy plain, on the fea-(hore. I 
flopped to fee the church, which has been very 
renowned in pail ages» It ftands on a hill, com- 
manding an exte»ifive profpe^, and belonged an- 
ciently to the bifhops of Ermcland. Thefe were 
both eccle^aftical and temporal princes. Their 
revenues were not lefs than thirty thoufand du- 
cats per annum, and their territories pretty con- 
iiderable. This ^ef has been confidered by tb© 
king of PruflSa as belonging to him, and in con- 
fequence fcqUcftered to his ufe : the prefent bi- 
ihop is a young Polifh nobleman, and was inveft- 
cd in the fee fome few years fince by Stanillaus. 
He is faid to polTefs the powers of infinuation la 
a great degree, and by his raillery and facetiouf- 
nefs, to have ingratiated himfelf exceedingly 
with his new fovereign, who, in confequence, 
has allowed him an annual penfion of about 6x 
thoufand ducats from the revenues, on which be 
now refides at Cracow. The church of Frawem- 
burg is of Catholic foundation, and they were 
celebrating the matin fervice when I entered it. 
As they had informed me at Koninglberg, that 
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the immortal Copernicus was interred here, I 
waited with no little impatience in the expeda- 
tion of feeing his tomb j but in this I was difap- 
pointed. One of the priefts aiTured me, that 
though he had been a canon of the cathedral, his 
remains were buried at Thorn, the place of hii 
nativity. They, however, ftill ihew the apart- 
ment which belonged to hitn; and the canons 
are at this time fupplied with water, by a ma- 
chine of his invention, which raifes it to a great 
height from tfie vale below, whence it is diftri- 
Imted to every part of their refidence. This en- 
gine I faw ; and was (Iruck with its great fim- 
plicity. The celebrated machine of Marli was 
conftrw6ied from the plan of it, by ordpr of Louis 
XVI. 

It is not more than twenty miles from Frawem- 
burg to Elbing, which I reached on the 21ft. This 
city was founded by a^ colony from Lubeck, the 
Tyre of the Baltic, about the year J 234. It is fitu- 
ated on a little river, which falls into the fea near 
five miles off, but admits only very fmall vcifels. 
The Teutonic Knights were lords of it for a con- 
fiderable numt>er of years ; but in 1450 the in- 
habitants ultimately fliook off their yoke. From 
this era we may date the fplendor of its annals; 
they became rich, powerful, and commercial ; 
they were refpefted throughout all the north, 
and even made wjir on the kings of Denmark 
and Sweden, with fuccefs. Guftavus Adolphus 
took it: but bis premature death, and the peace 
of Weftphalia, which followed in l648, reftored 
them again to their liberties. Charles XII. en- 
tered it by affault in the beginning of the prefent 
century, as it adhered to Auguf^us his enemy 
remained free fioce that time under the protect 
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tion of Poland, to the diet of which king(}iom it 
fent two members, till the 13th of September 
1772, when his Pruffian majefty's general took 
poiTelBon of it in the name of his, mailer, and 
drove out the Polifh garrifon of two hundred 
men, who attempted to make fome defence. The 
black eagle has now fupplanted the crofs, their 
ancient arms, and appears over every gate of the 
city. They already teel the rigour and rapacity 
of this new government, which threatens to fwal- 
Jow up all Poliih f ruflia, and to eitinguiili free- 
dom and commerce in one general ruin. The 
city itfelf contains about fifteen thoufand inha-^ 
bitants. The architefture of the honfes is the 
inoft grotefque and fingulat I l>ave feen in Eu- 
rope. They terminate in a point, and almoft aH 
the upper ftories are untenantable, being deign- 
ed for granaries, and not for refidence. 

I was permitted, by pa/ticular requeft, to fee 
ihe treafures lately difcovered here, and about 
"which fo much has been faid in the public prints 
all over Europe. They are contained in three 
large coffers, in a vaulted apartment of the town 
hall, where they had lain untouched a number of 
years. The whole conlifls of plate, or ornaments 
worn by the priefts in the celebration of divine 
iervice. The exquifite delicacy of the workman- 
ftip conftitutes their chief value, the intriniic 
worth not exceeding twent}'-five thoufand ecus, 
or fix thoufand pounds derling. The gentleman, 
in whofe culiody they are, gave me the following 
Jiiftory of them: When the city was taken by 
Guflavus Adolphus, he put the Lutherans into 
pofleflion of the cathedral, which, previous to that 
event, belonged to the Catholics. Uladiilaus, 
king of Poland, re^ored it to them £oait years 
2 after; 
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after; but the pious followers of Luther found 
means to fec^et moft of the riches belonging to 
the original proprietors, which they concealed 
efFedually in this qbfcure retreat. The fecret 
was a dangerous one, known to few, and very, 
well kept. They wait, at prefect, to know his 
majefty's pleafure refpeding the difpofitiqn of 
them ', and» as he is a prince not bigotted to any 

Particular religion or fuperftition, he may, per- 
aps, cover his fide-board with them : but the 
Catholics hope for better things from his piety. 
In the fame chamber where thefe holy relics have 
been difcovered, were likewife feveral fwords, 
which belonged to the Teutonic Knights. 1 ex- 
amined them with great attention, and ani almoft 
induced to believe they are merely weapons of 
oitentation, defigned, like Alexander's mangers 
and armour in India, to imprels pofterity with falfe 
ideas of their perfonal ftrength and prowefs. 
Their weight and dimenfions are fo enormous, 
that, though I meafured one of them, I am afraid 
to name its exadt length. Nothing can be more 
rude and barbarous than their conftru6tion : two 
pieces of iron form the garde, -and round the 
gripe is a bandage of (traps of leather crofled. 

Marienbourg, the original and magnificent re- 
fidence of the Teutonic Knights, Hands about 
twenty miles from Eibing. It is well known, 
that folly and a religious rage firll gave birth to 
thofe knights, in the ages of darkuefs. It was 
in the year II91, at the time when our Richard 
was oppofing Saladine under the walls of Jeruia-' 
lem, that the reigning pope, Celefiine, inftituted 
this new reinforcement to the Ch rift ian jirtns. 
They were only forty in number,, and. a.Gerrijtf* 
lord, by name Hcnrv Valpot, \V46 appoui^di 
Vol. XVJI. ' N ^ ^ grand' 



126 wra^all's tour. 

grand mafler of the order : their prowefs did not> 
however, maintain them long in Paleftine, from 
whence they were driven out pretty early in the 
thirteenth century. Conrade, duke of Mafovia, 
was at that time their head. Fighting was their 
only profeflion ; and enemies of fome kind were 
abfolutely reqtiifite. Happily for their views, the 
north of Europe was yet much of it unfubdued 
to the holy church, and wrapt in Paganifm. It 
was a moft meritorious aftion to cut thefe infi- 
dels to pieces, and Pope Gregory IX. gave his 
fan6tion to the caufe. Thus authorized, Conradc 
led them on, and entered Pruffia. They either 
drove out the inhabitants, or baptized them ; and 
eftablifhed thcmfelves firmly in their new con- 
quefts. On the banks of the river Nogat, in a 
beautiful plain, they fixed their grand refidence, 
and began to conftrud the caftle of Marienbourg 
in 1281. The firft mailer of the order came to 
refide there in 1309. They became afterwards 
very powerful, and conquered all Samogitia, 
Courland, Livonia, and other provinces 5 they 
made war with Poland, and, in 1461, Marien- 
bourg was befieged and taken by the Poles, but 
reitored again. From this era their fplendor di- 
minifhed : they grew licentious and debauched 
in their manners, tyrannical and oppreffive in 
their government. In 1524, they were totally 
driven out of Pruffia, under Albert, marquis of 
Brandenbourg, the thirty-fourth grand mailer of 
their order, and their power ultimately abolifhed* 
The caftle of Marienbourg confifted of three 
detached and f^parate ftru6tures; the firft, and 
/noft ancient, was defigned apparently for dc- 
(<^c^^ It was fquare in its figure, furroundcd 
tiy *a trench of prodigious magnitude. The king 
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of Pruffia has fo mutilated and altered this part, 
by converting it into caferns for bis foldiery, fincc 
he took poffeffion of the town, that all its origi- 
nal beauty is loft, and the antiquarian fearches in 
vain for the genuine traces of the Teutonic mag- 
nificence, amid modern bricks and mortar. He 
Bas fpared the chapels, which are built one over 
the other. The Catholic prieft (hewed me both. 
In the fubtcrranean chapel, feveral grand matters 
of the order have been interred, under ftones, 
round which are infcriptions; but the charader, 
through time, is illegible. The upper one is 
built in a very elegant ftyle of Gothic architec- 
ture. At the eaft end, on the outfide of the edi- 
fice, in a deep niche of the wall, {lands a wooden 
ftatqe of the Virgin, twelve feet high, holding 
the infant Jef us in hejr ^rms : it is not badly ex- 
ecuted, and bas fuffered very little in the lapfe of 
fo many centuries, from the injuries of time. 
One of the grand matters €re6ked this image foon 
after the completion of the cattle, and the Virgin 
being the prote^refs of the order, they gave the 
name of Marienbourg to the town and fortrefs. 

It would feem that, when they increafed in 
power and numbers, the fecond part of the cattle 
was conttru6ted. It is only divided by the trench 
from the firft, but is pkinly built on a different 
plan : magnificence is the chara^erittic^ and it 
confitts entirely of apartments, public and private. 
The whole is, as yet, in great prefervation, and 
unaltered. The council chamber, or fala of con- 
ference, is a grand room, being twenty paces 
cver)'^ way. In the midft is a column of an oda* 
gonal form, compofed of one piece of brown gra- 
nate, fpreading in radii like a fan at top, and 
fupporting the roof, which, like eypry other in 
• N^ ' the 
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the building, is vaulted. There is a double row 
of windows in it, and round three fides is a very 
high fbone bench, where the knights fat on thefe 
occafions. * The refe6toire is ftill more fuperb : 
it is forty paces in length, by twenty in breadth. 
Three fimiiar pillars of granate fupport the roof, 
the capitals of which are curioufly adorned with 
figures in alto relievo. There are many cham- 
bers of a fmaller fize. Round the whole of this 
fecond divifion of the caftle is another moat, but 
neither fo broad nor deep as the fir ft. 

The lafl divifion covers a longer fpace of ground 
than either of the others, and was doubtlefs in- 
tended for their horfes, domeftics, and inferior 
attendants. It is furrounded with a narrow 
ditch, beyond which is a high wall, flanked with 
towers at fmall diftances, vhich forms the outer* 
moft barrier. The circumference of the wholef 
forti^cation does not, I imagine, fall fhort of an 
Englilh mile. Several gentlemen of the town 
affured me, that the fubterranean works of this 
caftle are not lefs furprifing and vaft, than the 
ilru6ture which appears above the earth. They 
fay, that beneath* the firft of the three edifices I 
have enumerated, are three ranges of vaulted 
cellars, one under the other, into the loweft of 
which they have defcended fome years ago. I 
fhould have had curiofity enough to have done 
the fame, if they had been ten deep j but it is 
not now pra6ticable, the arches in fome places 
being fallen in, or obftrufted by earth, and the 
air being too noxious and unwholefome to permit 
the attempt. Over the chapel is a very high 
tower, to the top of which I afcended, by a hor- 
rid ftaircafe,abfolutely dark, and the fleps in many 
parts broken and decayed. The profpcA, from 
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the fummit, richly repaid my troublg. It extends 
cad to Elbing, and weft to Dantzicj and below 
lies the rich vale watered by the Viftula aad the 
Nogat, terminated to the' north by the Baltic. 

The city of Marienbourg itfelf contains po* 
thing very extraordinary. It was formerly the 
head of a league, which comprehended twenty- 
feven fmall towns, all (ituate in Poliih Pruffiay 
and which held dietines. This little confederacy 
has been long extind, and the town itfelf fliared 
the fame fate as Elbing: on the fame day, the 
Pruffian foldiers having marched in without re- 
fiftance. There are, at this time, one thoufand 
fix hundred of them here, which equal the num> 
ber of inhabitants in the place. ^ 

I went, on the afternoon of the 23d, in com- 
pany with two very agreeable young women and 
a gentleman, to fee the jundion of the two great 
rivers of Poliih Pruflia, the Viftula and the No- 
gat. It is one of the moft pi6fcurefque and beau- 
tiful landfcapes which nature prefents. It is near 
^ thirteen miles from Marienbourg to the fpot : 
about the midway one fees both rivers, and the 
road lies through a deep wood of oaks till'within 
two hundred yards of the point. Here the trees 
are cleared away, and emerging from the gloom 
caufed by them, the whole beautiful fcene burfts- 
at once upon the fight. I flood fome minutes on 
the extreme verge, where the rivers unite, in d* 
lent contemplation of this lovely profped. On 
• my left was' the Nogat, whofe courfe is vifible for 
feveral miles to the north, fill it is loft between 
the high banks which bound it on either fide. 
The Viftula is on the right, and forms a flriking 
contraft, its banks being even with the water, 
and the river itfelf is only to be feen an inconli- 
N 3 derablQ 
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derable way, on account of its ferpentine progrcfi. 
A little ifland, exa6tly at the jundion, covered 
with brufliwood, forms. a fine break in the view. 
Beyond it appears the main ftreara of the Viftula, 
undivided, which rolls along in filent tranquil 
rnajefty, under hanging woods, which extend to 
the fouth as far as the horizon. The fails of fe- 
veral fifhing-boats, feen on different parts of the 
rivers, leave fcarce any thing for imagination 
hferfelf to add. We drank coffee in this delight- 
ful recefs, under cover of the ti*ees, on an emi- 
nence, from whence all thefe objeds were dif- 
tindly obferved. The peafants, for there is a 
hamlet here, brought us bread, butter, and cream. 
It was almoft night before we returned to town. 
From Marienbourg to the gates of Dantzfc, 
diftant thirty-five miles, is almoft one continued 
garden. I croffed the Viftula at Dirfchaw, a lit- 
tle town, moft beautifully fituate on its banks, 
and commanding a view of all this fertile coun- 
try. About an Engliih mile and a half before I 
got to the town of Dantzic, I came to the la ft 
Pruflian guard, and entered the territory of the 
'republic^ which is at prefent diminiilied on every 
fide, and invefted by huflars and grenadiers of an 
abfolute prince. Freedom, it is true, yet reigns 
within thefe limits, though narrow, and waves 
her facred banner on the ramparts; but how long 
this may continue> is certainly inatter of uncer- 
tainty and doubt. If the melancholy fate of EI-* 
bing, or Marienbourg, can form a prefagej if 
the unfeeling rapacity fhewn in the divifion of 
Poland, its feudal parent, and once its proteftorj 
if the genera^ train of policy, I ihould rather fay 
of unreftrained avidity, excrcifed by the court of 
Berlin in PoUfli Proifia, enables one to deterrainei 
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its final oxtinftion is not far off. To what hap- 
py or valuable purpofes, indeed, can the poilef- 
fion of perfonal independence ierve, when the yi» 
tal fpirit, which once fappUed it, is fled ? Their 
commerce, their revenues, their riches, are al- 
ready either feized on, or burthened with impofls 
and duties which muft eventually deftroy them. 
The city itfelf, which no king of Poland ever 
dared to enflave j which has for centuries known 
the fweets of an equal government and public li- 
berty ; now awaits, in trembling expe6tation, the 
hour of its deftru^ion^ and implores, perhaps in 
vain, the powers of Europe to fave her from a 
new enemy, a fovereign, whofe claims are equal- 
ly unpeded as unbounded, and who, though ap- 
parently rcflrained'from open violence by politi- 
cal motives, watches only the favourable moment 
when treachery or intrigue may piit him into 
pofleffion*. Moft, or all the fuburbs, which are 
very populous and extcniive, are already occupi- 
ed by Pruflian foldiery, who, on one fide, are 
clofe to the very fortifications, a palifado only 
feparating them from the Dantzic guards. Pub- 
lic diverfions of every nature are prohibited by 
the magiflrates, and the German comedy is in 
one of thofc fuburbs which has been taken from 
them. 

A languor, and a decay was vifible, at this 
time, through every department ; and the Viftu- 
la, which, they fay, at the prelent feafon of the 
year, ufed to be covered with little vcffels and 
boats, was no longer crowded. 

♦ Mr. Wraxall has lived to fee the painful accofiplilhment 
of his generous fear^ for this celebrated city, ao^^Uic iinal par^ 
tition of PgliMwJ, 
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An enthuiiaftic lover of antiquities^ I did not 
£ai\ to enquire after thofe of this place. I was 
indebted, principally, for my inforraation to two 
gentlemen, to whom I was introduced foon after 
my arrival, Moniieur le Baron 2k>rn and Dr. 
Wolf, whofe names I ought not to mention 
without owning the obligations their politenefs 
and readinefs to communicate knowledge, has 
kid me under. The laft of them is animated 
with a fpirit of independence worthy Hampden 
or Sidney. . He refidcd fome years fincc at War- 
faw, but quitted it on account of the troubles and 
anarchy which foreign ambition has introduced 
into that capital. He retired to Dirfchaw, about 
twenty miles from hence, built himfelf an obfer- 
ratory for his agronomical ftudies, and remained 
there till the king of Prulfia- feized on the town 
and furrounding territory. Unable to bear a 
yoke fo galling, he left Dirfchaw, and removed 
to this city ; and he now declares, that ihould it 
ceafe to be free, he will embark for England^ 
where he has already been, and where every fu- 
gitive may find an afylum. Happy, glorious 
country, which can thus extend its parental prO" 
tedion to perfecuted merit of every kind ; and 
where freedom, almoft unknown from the pole to 
the equator, holds her peaceful and gentle reign I 

The origin of Dantzic,* like that of almoft 
every other kingdom, or city, is loft in tradition 
■and fable. A colony of Danes is faid to have 
founded it about the middle of the twelfth cen- 
tury ; and the name it now bears is only a Cor- 
ruption of the word Danfke, which fignifies Dane. 
Previous to this era, it is pretended, the kings of 
Poland had a fort and governor on a hill, at pre-* 
ifent part of the fortifications^ and called from 
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blm Hogalberg, or HogaFs Hill, to this day. 
The Danes reqtiefled of him as large a portion of 
ground for their refidence as they could circum- 
fcribe, by extending their arms : this inclofed a 
circle of near two miles, and was the firft, or old 
city. Little occurs of importance from this time 
till the year 1312, when a certain Pole, by name 
Potcammer, being governor, plotted with the 
Margraves of Brandenburg to deliver it up to 
them. The deputy governor, aware of this trea- 
chery, informed Ladiflaus III. king of Poland, 
and they jointly called in the Teutonic Knights, 
who kept poiTeffion of the place, and were too 
powerful to be expelled. Under them the new 
city was built, which comprehended nearly the 
limits of Dantzic, as it exifts now. In 1456 the 
inhabitants threw off theii' fubjettion to the 
knights, in concert with the* other cities of Po- 
ll {h Pi-uflia, and became independent under the 
prote6tion of Poland. On the flight and abdica- 
tion of Henry of Valois, in 1574, that kingdom 
i^as divided, one party having eleded Stephen 
Batori, duke of Tranfylvania, the other declaring 
for the Etnperor Maximilian II. Dantzic adher- 
ing to the latter, was befieged by Stephen, the 
Conqueror, for a whole year, and was then rc-^ 
duced to purchafe a peace, by a furrender of 
every thing valuable in the place. Yet, in twen- . 
ty years after, fo great were the advantages of 
their commerce, they were agatu become wealthy. 
The fiege of 1734, by the Ruffians, is yet remem- 
bered by numbers here, when Staniflaus Lefziniki 
made his efcape through fo many enemies ; and 
they (hew the fpot, without one of the bafiions, 
where five thoufand Mufcovites are interred, who 
perii^ed in an attempt to Itorm the to wo. 
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Dantzic is yet neither elegant nor handfome. 
The houfes are in general lofty, and in an an- 
tique tafte. In moft of the ftreets are trees, which, 
in fummer, afford ^n agreeable fhade ; but in the 
winter muft be very inconvenient. The building 
ufed at prefent as an exchange, noerits attentioa 
from its antiquity : it is a fquare chamber^ vault- 
ed : in the middle is a marble ftatue ereded to 
Auguftus III. the late king pf Poland. 

I vifited the arfenal, and muft own I was fur- . 
prifed at the prodigious military ftores contained 
in it, and the order in which they are kept. The 
roan (hewed me a ibrt of mufquetoon, weigliing 
thirty-fix pounds, which Auguftus II. is faid to 
have difcharged with one band. This I can 
well believe, as the proofs he gave of uncommon 
ftrength are too numerous and well attefted, to 
admit of any queftion. In a fmall apartment (yi 
the arfenal, is a very beautiful honorary tomb* 
ereded by Sigifmund, king of Sweden and Po^ 
land^ to the memory of his father, John III. It 
is of Italian workmanfhip, and finely executed. 
Sigifmund is faM to have prefented this piece to 
the city of Dantzic. 

' The other public buildings are not very re- 
markable. In the great church is a vaft pillar hol- 
lowed, which, it is pretended, was anciently ufed 
to immure ecclefiaftics guilty of heinous cringes. 
I looked down into it from above, through two 
iron bars which crofs the opening at the top. 
The depth is, I imagine, forty feet, and the 
fquare dimenftons within, about feven. There is 
fomething white fcattered on the ground, which 
they fay is bones. 

. As liberty of .religion is publicly allowed i» 
Dantzic, there are churches of all kinds^ Lat}ie* 
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ran, Calvinift, and Catholrc: there arc befidcs 
convents for religious of both fexes. It is com' 
puted that the inhabitants, including all the fub-^ 
\irbs, are not lefs than eighty thoufand. The 
environs are uncommonly beautiful. 

One day I went to fee the abbey of Oliva, fo 
celebrated for the peace concluded in it. Its' 
foundation is very ancient. Subiilaus, a duke of 
Pomerania, who embraced Chriftianity, ereded it 
in 1 170, dedicating it to " the holy and undivid- 
ed Trinity, the moft blefled Virgin, and St. Ber- 
nard." The convent and church were deliroyed 
and rebuilt no lefs than eight times 5 the Teuto- 
nic Knights, the Poles, and the heretic Huffites, 
all ravaged it ; the Dantzic foldiery, ladly, rafed 
it to the ground in \577, and were obliged by 
Stephen Batori to ereft it anew as it now ftands. 
On a black marble monument in the cloillers, is 
commemorated the pacification of Oliva, made 
between the Emperor Leopold and John Cafimir, 
king of Poland on one fide, and Charles Gufta- 
vus, king of Sweden, on the other, who died dur- 
ing the ratification of it. 

The monk who attended us, {hewed me the 
bread which was converted into done; the ftory of 
which is written in Latin, German, and Polifh, 
in the church. This pretended miracle happened 
in 1617, when fome of Guflavus Adolphus's Lu- 
theran foldiery facrilegioufly prcfnming to jay 
bands on the confecrated loaf, with'intention to 
devour it, found it converted into ftone before 
their eyes. I examined it very minutely, and 
jrmift allow there is great merit in the choiccof 
the fubjedl for this deception. It is about the 
fizc of a twopenny roll, and refcmbles one in 
fhapc. One fide is indented with a deep hole, 
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apparently natural, but which was made> thcjr 
fay, by the thumb of a Swedifti foldier, in the aSt 
of laying hold of it. They preferve it with great 
care in a filver cafe. 

The abbot's palace, and gardens adjoining, are 
very elegant ; but his revenues, which amounted, 
• only two years ago, to ten thoufand ducats, or 
near five tlmufand pounds per annum, and the 
lands of the convent, which he enjoyed in full 
fovereigiity, are now all feized by the king of 
Prulfia, who allows him only one thoufand two 
hundred ducats, about five hundred and fifty 
pounds, as a peniion during life^ and about one- 
fourth of that fum to keep the gardens in order : 
he is by birth a nobleman, amiable and benevo- 
lent in his charaAer, pa ft the middle age of life, 
and univerfally refpeded. Humanity feels for 
fuch a man, and execrates the rapacity which has 
thus reduced him ! — But this is nothing — this is 
even generolity and mercy, compared with other 
Itories incontcftibly authentic, which I heard 
here, refpeding the Polifli nobles, whofe eftates 
have been confifcated, and their families reduced 
from a revenue of one hundred thoufand ducats 
to abfolute indigence, by that nwnarch. 

All the accumulated evils, however, which 
have laid wafte this miferable country, are only 
natural confequences of its conftitution and go- 
vernment, in which almoft every political fault and 
error is mingled; and one is only furprifed how 
fuch a barbarous anarchy has fubiifted fo long. 

I left Dantzic On the morning of the 2d of 
September, taking the road to Culm through Dir- 
fchaw, in my-intended route to Thorn. About 
ten miles to the fouthward of Dirfchaw, I pafted 
clofe to a prodigious encampment, and alighted 
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from ttiy chaife to examine it. The poftillion told 
me, it was one of Charles Xll's. Probably it was 
made in 1703, when he overran and conquered 
all Poliih Pruflia with aftonifliing rapidity. The 
trenches are of enormous depth, and its fituation 
is equally advantageous and delightful, conimatid- 
ing a view of all the plains watered by the Viftu- 
la, and the river itfelf. The fun fet as I entered- 
the little town of Mewa, where I crofled the ri- 
ver in a ferry, and arrived at Marienwerder, 
through exceilive bad roads, about midnight. The 
fentinels at the gates permitted me to pafs, after 
having demanded my name, and I drove to an 
inn, theoiilyonein thecity,atwhich Ipurpofed to 
remain till next morning. It was a confiderable 
* time before my fervant eould raife any one at 
that late hour ; and when the landlord came, he 
told me every bed in his houfe was already occu- 
pied: that if I brought my own, he could give 
me a room to place it in 5 but if not, he had not 
any thing better than clean ttraw to offer me. I 
then propofed proceeding immediately to Thorn, 
and expreiVed ray defire of being furnifhed wiUi 
poft Jiorfes. " May I tajvc the liberty," laid 
the landlord, " lo alk if Monfieur intends to re- 
turn again, or ft he goes farther into Poland ?" 
/' I purpofe,** anfwertfdl, *' tocoatinuemy route 
to Gnefna and Pofna; but as to my farther progrefs, 
it is not yet fix.ed, as I am unacquainted with the 
<roads and accommodations." *• If,'* faid he, 
you are only induced from pleafure and curiofity 
to viiit thelV cities,! would advifeyou to defer your 
intention till another opportunity. To Gnefna 
there is at this time no pofl j and though yoti 
niay perhaps procure horfes to Pofua, yet not on- 
ly the roa^s and accommodations are of the moft 
Vol. XVll. O miferable 
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niifcrable kind j but at this unhappy junfture^ 
when the province belongs neither to Poland nor 
Pruflia, it is not, in point of fafety, by any means 
advifable." I then enquired if there was not 
fonie great road to Stettin, without returning by 
Dantzic. On this he informed me, that I had 
only to go back ten miles, and repa fling the Vif- 
tula at Mcwa, to turn off immediately for Ko- 
nitz, a town in the province of Pomercllia, from 
whence I might procure poft-horfes to Stargard 
very eaiily, the Pruffians being completely pof- 
feffed of the whole intermediate trad of country, 
and regular relays being provided by the'crown. 
The feafon of the year, which was advancing 
fa ft, iuperadded to the uncertainty of procuring 
even horfes for Gnefna^ made me on refledioa 
comply with the landlord's advice. I lort not a 
moment therefore in the execution of it, but 
turning about, and tertdering him my acknow- 
ledgments for his information, I made the beft of 
my way back to. the town of Mewa^ which I 
reached by break of day. It is ihuate oh the 
bank of the Viftula, which at this part is high 
and rocky; and oppofite to it^ on the eaftcra 
fide, are the fields, where Charles XII. routed 
and cut to pieces about one thoufand five hun- 
dred Poles, who vainly oppofed his pafiage. Af» 
ter travelling twelve miles farther, I reached the 
abbey of Pipleen, which is accounted one of the 
fined Grothic religious edifices in thefe parts. It 
was founded by a duke of Pomerania, in the year 
1250. This pious duke enda\^'cd it very richly^ 
but his prefent majefty of Pruflia, who has no 
fuch paflionate attachment as his anceflors had 
for monks and monafteries, lately fequeflered 
four-fifths of their revenue, and leaves them to 
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Ung dirges and chant requiems upon the remain- 
der. One of the brothers, a PoI« by birth, who 
fpokc tolerable French, attended me over the 
building. The altars are decorated with a barba- 
rous fplendor, and glitter with ^old and' filver, 
the king not having as yet laid his hands on thefe 
facred utenfils. I took the liberty of aiking my 
conduftor, to whom belonged a vaft number of 
bones, which were preferved within cafes of glafs 
©n cither fide the high altar. , " They are,*' an- 
swered he, " precious remains of the eleven thou- 
fand virgins, who periihed for their adherence to 
our holy religion j we had many more' once, and 
among them two complete Ikulls j but the facri- 
Icgious Swedifh foldiery, in the beginning of this 
century, carried them away." If the depredations 
of armies were never more fatal, they might eafi- 
ly be borne. The monk very politely apologized 
tome, in the abbot's natoe, for not inviting me 
to dine in the refe6toire, on account of its being 
a moft rigorous faft, which permitted them not to 
touch any thing before fun-fet, and then only 
bread and eggs. Having tendered him royhum- 
bleft thanks ; and bidding him adieu, I continu- 
ed my journey, and ate my cold chicken under 
the fbade cf an oak* 

It was ten o'clock at night when I arrived at a 
little village, about thirty miles from the abbey, 
fituate clofe to a rivulet of water in a valley, and 
fo much refembling Bibury in Gloucefterihire, as 
it appeared to me by ftar-light, that I was almoft 
>cady to order fome eels for fupper. The land- 
lord endeavoured to perfuade me to ftay till 
morning, as I had five-and-twenty miles to Ko- 
nitz, through continued forefts of fir, and deep 
iands, I would have accepted bis advice ; but 
O 2 ,,.e.JvGoogIe ^^« 
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the horrid naftinel*?, and peftilential fmell refult- 
ing from it, in the cabins, for they cannot be call- 
ed houfes, at every village where I flopped, made 
it impoflible to lie down or breathe in them. I 
therefore proceeded, as foon as horfes could be 
procured, and about nine on the morning of the 
4th I gQt to Konitz. This is a pretty country 
town, and has been formerly fortified with tur- 
rets, battlements, and trenches, all which are in 
ruin. It was then better guarded by a complete 
regiment of Pruflian engineers, who had been 
flaiioned there iince its feizare two years ago. 

I left Konitz before noon, and drove about 
three miles out of the road, to fee the ruins of 
the caftle of Schlokaw. This is only inferior to 
that of Marienbourg, and was built by the fame 
perfons. It is furroanded on three fides by the 
waters of a fine lake, acrofs a fmall part of which 
is a wooden bridge, of near three hundred yards 
in length, entering the grand court. It has been 
of great extent, but time has laid many of its ho- 
nours low. The chapel, the fubterranean apart- 
ments, and one very lofty oftagon tower, are yet 
in great prefervation, and may remain entire for 
centuries. I went into the cellars, which are all 
vaulted, and of wondrous magnitude, running 
beneath the* whole caftle.- One fplendid range 
of apartments, repaired by the princes Radzivil» 
to whom this fortrefs lately belonged, ferves to 
ihew what the magnificence of former ages could 
produce, though thefe are now following the 
other parts of the edifice, and are uo longer ha- 
bitable. ^ 

After having vifited every accefiible comer in 
the building, I waited.on the Catholic prieft of the 
adjoining village, to |)rocurp fon^e accoijnt of its 
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origin and hiftory. He was a very agreeable in- 
genious man, and readily complied with my re^ 
queft. We converfed in Latin ; a language in 
which the Poles are more converfant than all the 
other nations of Europe. A mifcrable cripple in 
the ftreets at Konitz reqnelled chanty of me in 
very pure Latin, to my no fmall furprife ; and I - 
found the inn-keepers frequently poirelTed of it. 
From this prieft 1 drew feveral particulars relative 
to the origin and hiflory of Schlokaw. The Teu- 
tonic Knights built it in the year 1352, and fuc- 
teflive grand matters were lords of it till the mid- 
dle of the fifteenth century, when the kings of 
t^oland feized on it j the order beginning about 
that ei^a to decline in pbwer and greatnefs. It 
pcilTed afterwards into the pofltflign of feveral 
other great families, and laftJy in l662 to the Ra- 
dzivils, whofe defcendants polTelTed it till within 
ihefe two laft years, when only twelve Pruflian 
Huifars drove out fifty of the prince's Polidi fol- 
diery, and erected the black eagle over the gates. 
I flopped to dine at Fredlant, a fmall town about 
ten miles from Schlokaw, and then proceeded. My 
road lay ^crofs the defert of Waldow, which is at 
}ea ft forty Englilli miles in length, and is in gene- 
ral barren and hideous enough. About one o'clock 
next morning I reached Gattrow, a little town 
in Great Poland, where I was fortunate enough 
to procure horfes immediately, and got at feven 
to a village called Treidnitz, where I woul3 moft 
willingly have break fafted, if I could have pro-' 
cured any. The poor man, at whofe hut I flop- 
ped to refrf-fh the horfes, faid, he had feen no 
coffee for fifteen years paft,'nor was any fuch 
thing to be had in the village; but at TempeU 
bourg, to which I had only twelve miles, I rfiigbt 
O 3 find 
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4nd It, There was no alternative; I therefore 
pfoceeded for the town he mentioned, and arriv- 
ed there about ten, not a little tired. 

I pafled afterwards through three or four little 
towns between Tempelbourg and Stargard, wliick 
is a dtftance of fifty miles. Famine and mifer/ 
were in every one : it was with entreaty and dif- 
ficulty I could procure a bit of fmoked goofe and 
fome potatoes in one of them ; and I was alinoft 
afraid of being ftarved in this wretched country. 
I travelled all night, and to my no fmall comfort 
entered Stargard in the morning. The town i« 
pretty large j but the beft thing I faw in it was a 
good dinner and a clean apartment, which, after 
my late adventures in Polifli hovels, had a thou- 
fand charms. The ftreets were crowded with 
foldiery, and nothing was feen but regimentals. 
The poftillions who drove me, the frifeurs, the 
very peafants, are all military under this govem- 
jnent. 

Leaving Stargard, I travelled through a moft 
hideous wildernefs of firs. Sweden can produce 
nothing more defolate, more unpeopled, or un- 
fertile. The deep fands render travelling ver/ 
tedious, and, though I fet out at four in the 
morning, I did not get to Stettin, diftant only 
twenty-five miles, till one in the afternoon. I paid 
my compliments next day to his highnefs the 
duke of Bevern.: he is in command of the troops, 
and Is already pad the autumn of life 5 but a vi- 
gorous conftitution, and a robuft frame of body, 
would deceive and conceal his years, if his hair, 
grey with age, did not betray the fecret. He has 
worn an uniform and boots^fo cpnftantly from his 
early youth, that they conftitute at prefent almofi a 
puxvf his effence. I had the hojaour to dine with 

him 
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faimon thepth : there was a large company, all men* 
and all military. Every thing around him is in 
a martial ftyle, and his very doors are painted 
^ith helmets^ batons, and fwords. The apart- 
/ ment where we dined was covered with portraits 
c(f the officers of his own regiment ; but war had 
lopped off moft of them. Of at leaft fixty, fcarce 
ten were then alive. He fhewed me what he 
called his arfenal ; a chamber filled with models 
of petards^ mortar8> pontoons> and other appara- 
tus of war. 

Here I had the honour likewife to contra6^ an 
acquaintance with the young prince of Anhalt 
Deifau. His generous and unbounded polite- 
nefs to me, deeply affeded my heart. He 
Is alfb in the Pruffian fervice j but nature 
formed him equally for the foft arts of peace j 
and gave him a refined tafie in fculpture^ 
in painting, and in mufic. The furniture and 
decorations of his houfe forcibly mark this turn 
of mind. He has travelled in England, in France, 
In Italy, and made a campaign fome years 
ago agalnfl the Turks on the banks of the Da- 
nube. If to thefe^ accomplifhments, are added 
manners the moft gentle and elegant, one may 
readily conceive him to be a very amiable prince. 
I fupped with him one night tete-a-tete j it wag 
one of Horace's NoSies, Cien<eque De&m, without ce- 
remony, without, oftentation and parade, which 
are fo deftru6tive to genuine happinefs. 

At Stargard, I likewife faw that fair prifoner> 
the princefs royal of Pruffia, whofe hiftory is fuf- 
ficiently known. Ip this, the eye only can be 
gratified, it being moft ftridtly forbidden to ap* 
proacb or fpeak to her. She was then eight-and- 
twenty years of age, and had now bcen^prifoner 
thefe five years. Her perfon is agreeable, not 
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beautiful. She is of a middle belghth, finely 
proportioned in her limbs, and very bGLivg in all 
the excrcifes of the body : her complexion is fair, 
and her features generally handforae. There is, 
however^ fomewhat fad in her countenance, when 
attentively regarded, not difficult to be account- 
ed for. , The manner in which (he lives is mourn- 
ful enough, and may well wipe out the errors (he 
has committed. Her appointment amounts only 
to feven thoufand ^x hundred dollars of PruflSa, 
which do not make one thoufand two hundred 
pounds a year, with which ihe h obliged to pro-» 
vide berfelf every thing. Two valets, and twa 
filles de chambre, conftitute her hoofehold. She 
has never been permitted to go without the gate* 
of Stettin till very lately; One or two ladies always 
accompany her, and every female is allowed free 
accefs; but there are only two men in the pjaco 
who dare fpeak to, or accoft her. Thefe are the 
Duke of Bevern, and the governor, an officer yet 
more advanced in years. The Prince of Deffau, 
though well acquainted with her previous to thig 
difgrace, and though he fees her every day, aflur- 
ed me, he never held the Hightefl difcourfe with 
her. I muft own this is a trial to which my forti- 
tude and virtue would be quite unequal j and if 
placed fo near fuch a dangerous precipice, I ihould 
inevitably fall. I had the pleafureto fee her high- 
nefs on horfeback : (he was habited en Amaxan, and 
fhewed the greiHeft addrefs in managing the horfe 
' ihe rode. She fat aftride, according to the cuftcm 
in Germany, and made a very gallant figure. I 
afterwards looked at her a long time, from the 
windows of the room where we dined at the 
prince of Deflau's, oppofite to which ihe walked 
for feveral hours. Her drefs was by no means 
princely. A. jonquil filk night-gown, and her 
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bair very (imply adorned, gave no room to guefs 
her quality. 

Of Stettin ifc^elf, I have little to fay. There are 
a great many houfes, and a great many ftrfeets, 
two very large churches, a river, a qaay, and, as 
they told me, a very ex ten five commerce. The 
inhabitants are about fixteen thoufand. This is 
the fum total of my knowledge refpeding the 
place. ., , 

Before I left it, I attended the parade when 
the Duke of Severn reviewed the fecond battali- 
on of, the garrifon. They afe, indeed, matchlefi 
foldiers, and perform their various manoeuvres 
with forprifing celerity and addreis. 

On the 11th of Auguft, I proceeded on my 
journey, and arrived before night at Prenilow. 
This is a large town, iituate on a lake, and, like 
almoft every other in Pruffia, full of foldiery. I 
had only fix German miles from thence to Stre- 
litz > but fo bad were the roads, that 1 did not 
get there till almoft noon next day, though I 
travelled the whole night. The inaccuracy of 
their meafnrement is indeed fuch every where in 
thcfe countries, that it is impoflible to afcertain, 
with any precifion or certainty, what a mile is. 
The dutchy of Mecklenburg Strclitz begins only 
five or fix Englifli miles from the tow«, which is 
fo furrounded by woods of fir and oak, as not to 
be feen till one i» very near it. I ftaid there 
three days, induced by the gracious reception I 
met with from the duke. He was at a little pa- 
lace of retirement, which he h^s built about four 
miles from Strelitz, and named Adolph's Plea- 
fure. It is fituate on the bank of a fmall lake, 
but the country, except an inconfiderable tra^ 
iipmediateiy round the houfej is cpverad with 
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groves of prodigious thicknefs. During winter 
he refides at New Strelitz, where he has a much 
larger palace, and a court, as a fovereign prince. 

The town of Old Strelitz is fmall, and as thft 
dukes have not had any palace there for many 
ye^rs paft, it contains nothing, to draw a ftranger 
to viiit it. I left it on the 1 5th, and took the 
road of 2^11, acrofs Brandenburg. I iiopped at 
Mirow, a little town near the frontier of thedut- 
chy, to fee a palace, where, his highnefs had in- 
formed me, her majefty the queen of England, 
and all the ducal family were born. It is a hand- 
foroe ftrufture, but is very rarely vifited by the 
reigning duke. Continuing my journey all that 
day, and the enfuing one, through the Pruflian 
territories, I arrived on the bank of the Elbe ia 
the afternoon. It is a noble river, though here 
at a vaft diftance from the fea. I crofled it in a 
ferry, and landing on the oppofite fide in the do- 
minions of my native, fovereign, got to Danue- 
berg, a little town, the fame night. The mooa 
fhone very bright, and as I had yet between fif- 
ty and fixty miles to Zell, I was determined not 
to lofe a moment. But my landlord expatiated 
with- fuch eloquence on the badnefs of the roads 
and the length of the next ftage, that I was ia^ 
duced to poftpwie my journey till next morning, 
Setting off at five, l was in hopes of reaching 
Zell that night ! but I was difappointed, and 
again obliged to lie at a wretched honfe, where, 
however, the hoft, to comfort me, faid the pre- 
fcnt king of Sweden, probably from a fimilar ne- 
cefiity, had taken up his lodging fome few years 
^go. 

I entered Zell the following morning. I had 
the honour, softer being prefented^ to dine with 
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her msljcfly the queen of Denmark next day. ^ I 
own I had a high curiofity to fee this young fo- 
vcreign, whofe hi (lory and misfortunes have fo 
much interefted all Europe, who has been driven; 
in the bloom of life, from a throne and kingdom; 
which were not worthy of her. 

The caftJe of Zell, where her majefty reCded> 
is detached from the city, and furrounded in the 
ancient (lyle of defence, with a very broad moat 
full of water. It is large, of a fquare form, and 
-was built by one of the dukes of Zell, before the 
dutchy was merged in the houfe of Hanover* 
The country on every fide is barren, fandy, and 
unpleafant. It is forty miles from Yerden, and 
as dreary a ride as can be imagined." At a little 
more than half way, on the fouthern fide of the 
river Aller, is the little palace of Ahlden, cele- 
brated for the imprifonment of the eledrefs So- 
phia, wife of (Jeorge I. Here (he died, a fhort 
time before the accceflion of her fon, the late 
king, to the crown. It is faid, that he once made 
an attempt to fee her, while under confinement, 
and having feparated himfelf from his attendants 
in hunting, came unexpe6tedly to the houfe : but 
the nobleman to whom the care of her perfoA 
was confided, refufed him admittance, and pre- 
vented this natural interview. 

The cathedral of Verden is an objeft of fomc 
curiofity, from the remote antiquity to which its 
fouiltiation afcends, It is faid to have been firft 
created in the year 786 by Charlemagne, after his 
conquefts over the Saxons. The portraits of all 
the bi (hops, from that era to 1566, when the Lu- 
theran religion fupi^anted the Catholic, are paint* 
cd on the walls of the choir. I could not helf> 
ixQiiin'g at the firfl of tbemi who was, as it ap- 
pears 
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pears by the infcription over his head, a faint, a 
count, and an abbot; but who, notwithdanding 
all his titles, fccular and ecclefiaftical, was nau.- 
dered foon after his inveftiture by the Pagan Sax- 
ons, who paid no fort of deference either to his 
coronet or crofier. The prefent cathedral is by 
no means, however, fo old as Charlemagne: it 
was built about the middle of the fourteenth cen- 
tury, the former one having been reduced to afhes 
in 1313. An antiquarian might find ample food 
for invefligation jn it, the whole floor being pav- 
ed with tombs, on which are effigies and infcrip- 
tions, many of which are now mutilated or ille- 
gible. Before the high altar, is a, marble monu- 
ment of coftly workmanlhip, ereded to a Philip 
Sigifmund, born in J5(JS, and who was both duke 
of Lunenburg and bilhop of Verden. The fee 
is now extinct. 

Verden was purchafed by George I. from Fre- 
deric IV. king of Denmark, who had rendered 
himfelf mailer of it, during Charles XlPs con- 
finement in Turkey, to whom it previoufly be- 
longed. The town contains only about Hvt hun- 
dred inhabitants, exclufive of a battalion of Hano- 
verian foldiery. It lies along the bank of the 
Aller, but has not any trade, and the meanneis 
of the buildings fufficiently evinces its poverty. 

r arrived at Bremen on the 22d of September, 
•which is diflant only twenty miles from Verden. 
This is a great, a rich, and a commercial city j 
but I cannot fay I think it very agreeable, or that 
it contains much to attradt a traveller's notice., 
Were human life of double the limits nature has 
afligned to it, one Ihould not be tempted to vifit 
it more than once. There is one peculiari* 
ty« however, belonging to it, which nothing 
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but ocular demonftratidn could have conTinced 
me of its reality. Under the cathedral church is 
e vaulted apartment, fupported on pillars ; it is 
near fixty paces long, and half as many broad. 
The light and air are conflantly admitted into it 
by three windows, though it is feveral feet be- 
neath the level of the ground. Here are five 
large oak coffers, each containing a corpfe, which 
without being embalmed, have fuflered no cor- 
ruption. I examined them feverally for iiear two 
hoars. The moft curious and perfe£k, is that of 
a woman. Tradition fays, fhe was an EngliQi 
countefs, who dying at Bremen about two hun* 
dred and fifty years ago,- ordered her body to be 
placed in this vault unintcrred, in the apprehen- 
fion that her relations would caufe it to brought 
over to her native country. Though the mufcu- 
lar fkin is totally dried in every part, yet fo little 
are the features of the face funk or changed, that 
nothing is niore certain than fhe was young, and 
even beautiful. It is a fmall countenance,, round 
in its contour : the cartilage of the nofe and the 
noflrils have undergone no alteration : her teeth 
are all firm in the UK:kets, but the lips are drawn 
away from over them. The cheeks are ihrunk 
in, but yet lefs than I ever remember to have 
feen in embalmed bodies. The hair of her head 
is at this time more than eighteen inches long, 
v;ery thick, and fo faft, that I heaved the corpfe 
out of the coffer by it: the colour is-'^a light 
brown, andasfrefh and glolfy as that of a living 
perfon. That this lady was of high rank fcems 
evident from the extreme fincnefs of the linen 
which covers her body 5 but I iq vain endeavour- 
ed to procure any lights into her hiftory, her title, 
or any other particulars, though I took no little 
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parns for that purpofe. The landlord of the itin, 
who ferved as my condador> faid he remember- 
ed it for forty years pafl> during which time 
there is not the lead perceptible alteration in it. 
In another coffer is the body of a workman^ who 
is faid to have tumbled off the churchi and was 
killed by the fall. His features evince this moft 
forcibly. Extreme agony is marked in. them : 
his mouth is wide open, and his eye lids the 
fame ; the eye^s are dried up. His breaft is un- 
naturally diftended, and his whole frame betrays 
a violent death. — A little child, who died of the 
fmall pox^ is ftill more remarkable. The marks 
of the puftules^ which have broken the fkin on 
his hands and head, are very difcernible 9 and 
one ihould fuppofe^ that a body, which died of 
fuch a diftemper, mud contain, in a high degree, 
the feeds of putrefadion. — The two other corpfes 
are likewife very extraordinary. 

There are, in this vault, likewife turkeys, 
hawks, weafels, and other animals, which have 
been hung up here, fome time immemorial, fome 
very lately, and are all in the moft complete pre- 
fervation, and unaltered in their parts. The 
caufe of this phenomenon is doubtlefs the dry- 
nefs of the place where they are kid. It is in 
vain to feek for any other. The magiftrates do 
not permit any frefti bodies to be brought here, . 
and there is no other fubterranean chamber 
which has the fame property. It would have 
made an excellent miracle two or three centu- 
ries ago in proper hands; but now mankind are 
grown too wife. 

This city is generally known to be celebrated 

for its old hock. The wine is all brought from 

the banks of the Hhine, by land carriage, and de- 

3 ^ .. . poftted 
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poiited in the public cellars. Tfaefe are won- 
droufly capacious, running beneath the town houfe 
and Exchange. There is one particular room^ call- 
ed the rofe, where they keep wine, as they fay, of 
one hundred and feventy years old, and for which 
they alk feven dollars, or twenty-five Ihillings fter- 
ling a bottle ; though it is too old to be drank. 

Bremen ftands on the fame river as Verden, but 
here it is known by the name of the Wefel. 
Veflels of burden lie twelve or fifteen miles below 
the city, from a deficiency of water to carry them 
up higher. It contains forty-five thoufand inha- 
bitants, and, it is faid, would even exceed Ham- 
burgh in commerce, if the river was not an im- 
pediment. It is a free city, under the protedion 
of the empire, and ftyles itfelf a republic on its 
coin. The king of England, as ele6tor of Han- 
otcr, has, however, fome important rights within 
the place ; and not only the cathedral belongs to 
him, but a confiderable number of buildings^ 
public and private. He poffeflcs, likewife, a fpe 
cies^ of fupreme judicatorial power; for, though 
the magiiirates take cognizance of all crimes, 
within the territory of Bremen, his delegate or 
bailif muft pronounce fen ten ce. 

The fortifications, though kept in very good 
order, are of no confequence or ftrength: the 
ilrongeft army in the field, is ever matter 5 and 
during the laft war, French or Engliih were al- 
ternately received into the place, as. they appear- 
ed before it. The ftyle of building, here, is hor- 
rid ; all the upper ftories being adapted for gra- 
naries, and totally uninhabitable. It has a mod 
grotefque appearance to the eye, though many 
of the houfes are now in fome degree moderniz- 
ed. The Greets are all narrow ; the quay is ihe 
P ^ ,.ze..vGoogi only 
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only plea fant part of the city^ as it is bro^d, and 
commands a view of thq water. 

By the municipal laws, all the race of Abra- 
ham is excluded from the capacity of trading and 
refiding here ; or at leaft there is fo high a duty 
laid on their perfons, about ten ilnllings a day, 
as muft amount almod to a prohibition. This 
exclufion has given rife to a farcaftic remark 
on the inhabitants themfelves, which, whether 
juft or not, I am no judge. Hamburgh^ has 
adopted a contrary policy, and admits, indifcri- 
minately, thefe people, with European nations. 
In a lucrative view, I know not which may be the 
wifeft meafurej but certainly the latter is the 
moft generous^ and breathes a greater philan- 
tbropy. 

Plutus and Mercury ^re the chief deities ve- 
nerated in this city, and like the fenate in Tibe- 
riuB*s time, they will not admit the gods of 
Grangers. Pleafure, under every ihape, of dance, 
of comedy, of mafque, feems peculiarly hateful. 
My landlord, however, informed me, that they 
had lately formed a monthly concert, in the win- 
ter feafon, to the no fmall terror of the burgo- 
xnafters, who have endeavoured ^o profcribe this 
unprecedented refinement. The moft polity 
manner of fpending an evening known for feve- 
ral centuries paft in Bremen, has been that of 
meeting in fmall boxes about twenty feet long 
and fix wide, in the public cellar, where they 
drink hock under a cloud of fmoke raifed from 
their own pipes. One may fwear thefe are the 
genuine descendants of the ancient Saxons, who 
imagined the joys of heaven to confift in drink- 
ing ale out of the (kulls of their enemies! Wo- 
men feem not hpre to hold any rank in fociety» 
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or to form the conncding charm whJuh \Ands the 
jarring principles of human nature together. 
Man, folitary man, meets in clubs and compa- 
nies, to doze, drink, and todifpute. 

It is adefolate and dreary ride from Bremen to 
Hamburgh, acrofs the fandy and unpeopled lieaths 
of Lunenburg. I got to the fouthern bahk of 
the Elbe, on the afternoon of the 26th, and from 
thence enjoyed a beautiful profpeft of Hamburgh 
at the diflance of two leagues. It makes a noble 
figure; and, as the fpace which feparatesit from 
the Danifti town of Altona, is very inconfider* 
able, the two places appear to form only one . 
magnificent city, which covers the fide of the 
river, for three or four miles in length. I lay at 
Harburg, which belongs to his Britannic majefty, 
and crofled over next morning. 

Hamburgh has been fo often defcribed, that to 
attempt it would be only repetition without no- 
velty. Befides the wind was fair, and I was flat- 
tered with a favourable paffage to Hull, which 
induced me to Ihorten my (lay at this plaee. 

In this tour round the Baltic, Mr. Wraxall had 
travelled Jiear three thoufand miles between the 
19th of April and the 30th of September. In 
that ihort fpace, it was not likely he fliould be 
able to attend to trivial circumftances, in fuch a 
wide range; nor to enter into minute defcrip- 
tions. But they muft be faftidious indeed, who 
can attend him without pleafure, or without im- 
provement. Of the various authors that have 
entered into our extenfive colledtion, we have 
found none more diflScult to abridge with efftdi ; 
becaufe his writings contain fo little extraneous 
matter ; we are even tempted to wifli that he had 
expanded more. Yet it muft be allowed, that 
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the northern regions prefent fo little intereiHng 
to general readers, that concifenefs can fcarcely 
be a fault. Did we not feel the truth of this, we 
fhould, be happy to travel over the fame ground 
again, with the inquifitive and accurate Coxe, 
who has accumulated a mafs of obfervations, 
equally valuable to the politician and the philofo- 
pher. 
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PORTUGAL, 

CHIEFLY RELATIVE TO SOCIETY AND MAKNERS 
IN THAT COUNTRY, 

By ARTHUR WILLIAM COSTIGAN; Esa. 



Iiitcrfperfed witii fomc additional Remarks and Defcriptioas^ 
from Twlfs, &c. 



MR. COSTIGAN, we are told, was a cap- 
tain of the Irifli brigade, in the fervice of 
Spain j and having reiigned his commidion from 
a love of retirement, which it appears the gene- 
rofity and affedion of a brother in London ailifl- 
ed him more comfortably to enjoy, in his way to 
England, he flopped fome time in Portugal, and 
addreifed a feries of letters from thence to his 
brother, which form the balls of the following 
pages. 

Unlike the generality of travellers, Mr. Coftigan 
is more attentive to domedic details, and to fuch 
little hidories as develope the character of the 
natives, than to local defcriptions and remarks on 
the foil and produdions of the country, ^encc 
we have been obliged to call in other affidance 
for the information of our readers. We do not, 
however, obje6t to Mr. Coftigan's plan or per- 
formance 5 he has executed his work with feme 
^uccefs in the mode he propofed to bimfelf ; and 

there* 
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therefore ought not to be tried by atny other teft. 
It iiiuft be obfervcd, hoWever, that he gives the 
dark lide'of the Portuguefe charader: perhaps 
he viewed it through the medium of prejudice, or 
rather adopted the prejudices of others. 

Having, with fome difficulty, obtained permif- 
fion to reiign, and taking his leave of his brother 
officers, with tokens of mutual regard, Mr. Cof- 
tigan proceeded to Cadiz in 177d> where he foon 
after rhet with an Englifh officer from Gibraltar, 
■who gave him a pafTage, in a fmall vefTcl he had 
liired, to the coaft of Algarve in Portugal, A 
few hours brought thera to Faro 5 and during 
this fhort expedition, Mr. Coftigan experienced 
much politenefs from the Englifh officer, whom 
he calls Lord Freeman, arid with whom, in the 
fequel, he became very intimate and friendly. 

Faro is pleafantly fituated, environed by a fine, 
variegated country, rifing gradually to a high 
ridge of mountains, about two leagues diftant. 
The chief trade in this vicinity confifls in figs, 
iilmonds, fome wine, oranges, and a few other 
Articles, carried on cxclufively. by three or four 
Englifli houfes eftablifhed here, whofe gains are 
immenfe. 

^ Thus, by the natural confequencte of all mono- 
polies, the riches of a country, which ought to be 
difperfed among the multiude, centre unfairly in 
k few private hands j and a flop is put to that 
general circulation, fo indifpenfable to the wel- 
fare of theftate. Our author, though he wifhes 
to fpeak refpeftfully of the mercantile character, 
lays, hewitneffed here the extortions of the En- 
jlifh merchants, and their grofs impofitions on 
the poorer natives, to a high degree 5 while the 
worthlefg and craving roagiftrates, and officers of 
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juftice, for the fake of a bribe, fuffered them to 
plunder their countrymen with impunity. , 

Faro was the OfTonoba of antiquity. An Eng-^ 
liih fleet, after taking Cadiz, in I5g6, laaded 
feme troops here, which, after plundering and 
burning the town, carried off the library of the 
celebtated Jeronimo Ozorio, biihop of Silves, one 
of the bed claflical fcholars this country ever pro* 
duced. 

After a fhort flay at Faro, Lord Freenuan and 
our author fet out for the Guadiana, where they 
propofed taking water, for fome leagues up to 
the frontiers of Alentejo. Colonel Bagot, ^ coun- 
tryman of their own, and at that time commandn 
cr of a Portuguefe regiment, infifted on accom- 
panying them as far as Caflro Marin 

By the communicative difpofltion of ;jtl^e 
French valet, attending Lord Freeman, ; whp is 
charafterized as being extremely amiable, vinaf- 
fefted, and .fincere. Captain CofUgan obtainecj a 
pretty exa6t knowledge of his companion's fami^ 
ly and bufinefs. This information, our author 
communicates in fuch an agreeable ftyle^ and a( 
the fame time the narrative gives fo much inlight 
into the intrigues of the Portuguefe,, that we 
adopt his own manner in delivering; it. . ., 

** Lord Freeman," fays Captain Coftigan, " is 
the eldeft fon of a noble family in. England, a??4 
heir to a large fortune. He is at prefent a cap-* 
tain in the army, and his regiment garrifons Gib- 
raltar. In an excurfion he made to Eijglancii the 
year before, he accidentally met a yoiing lady at 
an afl*embly, whofe manner, appearance and de-r 
portment, made an inflant imprcHioi^ on his 
heart. By frequent vifits, afterwards, a mutuajl 
paffion took place 5 and that before either had 

■ explained 
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explained to the othfcr> their iituation or conneo 
tions. 

Lord Freeman, foon after, was remanded to his 
regiment, and finding it impoiilble to procure a 
]>rolongation of his leave of abfence, the lovers 
entered into explanations, and fettled a plan of 
torrefpondence during their approaching fepara- 
tion, which it was hoped, would not exceed fix 
or eight months ; as the young lady had received 
repeated advices from her parents abroad, that 
they would fead for her within that fpace ; and 
her admirer promifed himfelf the happinefs of 
joining her as foon after her arrival as he could 
obtain permiflion from his fuperior oflScers. 

The caprice of fortune is furely in no infiance 
xnore vifible than in the defiiny of marriages, and 
in the ftrange and often whimfical manner in 
^hich many of them are adjufied and concluded. 
The following circum (lances will give validity to 
ibis remark, in one, out of many thoufand^ in-* 
ftances that might be produced. 

Frances Mary Howard, mother of our heroine, 
and related to an illuKlrious family in England, 
Itad lofl both her parents at an early age. She 
Bad been fcrupuloully brought up, in all the 
dogmas of the Roman faith 5 and to bind her 
from wavering, by the tie of intereft, fhe had a 
fortune left her of twenty thoufand pounds, pro- 
vided fhe married a gentleman of the fame reli- 
gion, and only one thoufand, if fhe aded contrary. 

Her education confpiring with her natural dif- 
pofition,m^d(^ her a zealous Catholic, and lament- 
ing that her fiavourite religion was deprived of all 
its pomp and fplendor in her native country, fhe 
was inflamed with the moft violent defirc of fee- 
ing 
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ing it in all its oftentatioas magnificence, and of 
profefling it free from retrain t. 

Accordingly, when (he became her own mif* 
trefs, flie refolved to tranfport herfelf to the con- 
linent^ chiefly with a view of fettling in Spain ; 
becaufe ihe had heard a high charader of that 
gallant nation, and of its §eady attachment to 
the Cathdic faith. England and that country^ 
however, being at war, when (he arrived at Lif- 
bon, ihe.felt herfelf in a dilemma how to proceed^ 
and accordingly had recourfe to Father Preflon, 
who at that time aded as her confeflbr. 

This crafty prieil, when Mifs Howard came to 
confuk him in regard to her future proceedings, 
immediately faw how much this incident might 
be turned to his own advantage 5 but pretend* 
ing to the 'young lady, that in an affair^ of fuch 
moment, be could not give her his opinion with« 
. out previous meditation, and imploring the Di- 
vine ailiftance, he took time to concert meafures 
for her detention in that country. * 

At the next interview, he informed her that he 
confidered it as a lucky circurodance that the 
war prevented her from going to Spain, as flic pro* 
pofed, when the door was now open to fuch an 
elegant retreat as the court and city of Lifbou af* 
forded. That far from wifliing to derogate from 
the advantageous opinion ilie had juftly formed 
of the Spanish nation, he would only take upon 
hi|[n to a^ure her, that in no great or commend'^ 
able quality were the Portuguefe inferior to them 5 
and, that, in confcience, he could not recommend 
any fituation in preference to Lifbon. 

His advice being taken, for who are fo eafily 
duped by their pricfts, as the devotees of the 
Church of Rome, Father JPrellon immediately 
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wailed on his old patronefs, the marchionefs of 
Pancorvo, and iaformed her that Providence, 
ever watchful ovjer ita faithful fervants, had now 
furnilhed him with an opportunity of expreffing 
the fenfe of the many obligations he owed her, 
provided fhe would liften to his propofal. 

He then entered into a detail of Mifs Howard's 
iituatioi), fortune, and turn of mind j and con- 
cluded by pointing out what an advantageous 
match it would be for the vifcount of Baldiorra, 
Jier dded fon, who was nearly of the fame age. 

The marchionefs was not blind to thefe pro- 
fpe6ts ofadvantage for her family, and requeft- 
od the fathers farther affiftance to confummate 
the bufinefs ; promifing him her utraoft intereft 
at court for his fer vices. 

:' The marchionefs early waited on Mifs How- 
ard, among other ladies of rank whp did her that 
honour, and by the artful infihuations of the con- 
feflbr, her vifit was firft returned, when more 
than common attention was paid to thfe ftrangcr, 
and a borrowed magnificence dazzled her eyes. 
•The marchionefs requefted all I'eferve might be 
thrown off, and conduced Mifs Howard through 
every apartment of her extenfive palace, making 
adifplay of jewels and other rich articles which 
ihe had colle^^ied, on purpofe to ftrike the view 
of her viiitant. They then .entered the family 
chapel, where they offered up a fhort prayer 3 
and the marchionefs propofed, as a token of her 
regard, to prefent her at court. 

Soon after, Mifs Howard was introduced, m 
form, to the royal family. The princefs of Bra- 
zil paid her the moll marked attention, and wiih- 
ed their acquaintance might be of long continu* 
aiice. To make Qioxt, through the adiduity of 

2 ..zedbyGoOgl ^e 



costigan's travels. i6i 

the marchionefs and the addrefs of Father Rrefton, 
the way was foon paved for a match between 
Mifs Howard and the Vifcount of Baldiorra, who, 
indiiferent in hiff choice^ followed his mother's 
dire^ions. 

By the marriage articles, it was ftipulated that 
the vifcount fliould receive the intereft only of 
the lady*s fortune, and that the principal fhould 
he equally divided among all the female defcend- 
ants, of whom the only one alive was the lady td 
' whom Lord Freeman was attached. 

But to return from this digreflion, which, 
however, paves the way to farther details refpedk- 
ing this family, our author, in company with - 
Colonel Bagot, Lord Freeman and his domeftics, 
fet out for Tavira, after dining with the Britiih 
conful at Faro 5 and travelled through a beauti- 
ful champaign country, confiding principally of 
inclofed corn fields, interfperfed with various de- 
licious fruits. 

Tavira is the Balfa of former times. As they 
entered this town, foon after fun-fet, they were 
met by the Fraternity of the Rofary, who were 
parading the ftreets, and fing^ng the Ter9o*, 
preceded by an image of the Virgin, and many ta- 
pers, and followed by a crowd of people in large 
brown cloaks. 

Our travellers alighted and did obeifance to 
the idol of the day, and then accompanied Co- 
lonel Bagot to the palace of the viceroy, or go- 
vernor of the province. It was fometime after 

♦ This is one of the divifions of the Rofary, which it muft 
be underftood coniifts of fifteen Pateriiofters and one hundred 
and fifty Ave Marias, ten of the laft. to each tf the firil. But 
who can expiain what is Inexplicable ! 
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tjb^ ^ere annojUDced, before this io^rcilioHf 4 
graaclee admitted theni te his preTeoce, wheo 
.they found him feated wider a caQ€|>y, in a chair 
pf fta.t€(, wilib iovat ftesob before biff). Aft.er 
making their bows^ they had the honoi^ to b^ 
ijivitjf^d tp fit do)^:©, 9s being jforeignersj but they 
Mrere ibon difguj^d with it he i\\\y imper^tkiei^cc 
pf bi^ e&ceUenc^, and halle4 to take their leave. 

Di;u'ing fiippe^r, ColoneJ B$got infornjed his 
iCOttipamons, that the viceroy, on whom they 
waited, was a felfttion of the Mar^^i$ of Po^iba), 
.the late HMni<ler,«n4 t^irt he had been ^placed in 
that iituation, on (>^|3spfe to get a fubfifteoce, his 
dilates being in the hands pf his creditors. He 
farther added, as explanatory of the nciQaos hj 
which he fupported fuch afi aippear^nce of •mag- 
oi^ceace, that, as in feme parts of Africa^ tl^^ta- 
tiv«8 wprftiip the devil, for fear of the raifcbiof 
he may do them> fo here, every perfon of any au- 
thority in the province, who regards his owp 
/afety, or wiflies for any favour from the viceroy, 
is obliged to ply him with prefents, or rather 
tiiribes, which con^tute his principal inccHSse. 

On Lord Freeman's remarking tha.t the gover- 
nor appeared ^y, diilaiH, and fupercilious 5 Mr. 
Bagot afinred him tj>at, from the deficiency of 
education in this country, the veiy he$t of thiR 
grandees W/cre obliged to be foj to avoid lofing 
the authority ^nd refpeft due to their ftatiwis 5 it 
Jbeittg natural for the Portuguefe, when pnqc 
treated only with common attention^ to pr:efume 
upon it, till it became quite.offeniive and danger- 
ous. And with regard to their behaviour to fo- 
reigners, confcious of their own ignorance, they 
were prudently referved, left they fliould expolc 
thernfelves to contempt. 
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Next morning, havirtg made atl e^ly bfea-k^ 
fall on chocolate, they fef forward for G^'ftrb 
Marin, font leiigues diftan t. The dountry througft 
-which tdey paffed Was covered with alrt^ond ani 
orange trees, and flieltered oh the left by i 
range of hill. 

In a few hotrrt fhey arrived stt the q:Uatter§ of 
Captain Gaynor, an officer irt Gdonef Bagot'i 
regirtient, and a native of Ireland. He feceiydd 
them in the mod hofpitable manner, having been 
apprized of their coming by his colorteL 

After fome refrcfhment, thiq^ walked to the 
new town of St. Antonio de Arenilha. This 
place enjoys a delightful fitnation, on the batiks 
of the noble river of the Guadiana. It has an di- 
tetifive and coinmodions quay, ^th a fpaciotts 
landing place, and flairs, before a handfome cuf- 
toinhoufe. 

The buildings in the town are elegantly uni- 
form ; the flreets are flraight and well paVed', and 
crofs each other at right angles, dividing the 
town into four equal quarters. Two large inns 
arc ereded for the accommodation of travellers j 
and a neat fquare occupies the centre of the town. 
On one fide of this fquare ftands a new church, 
and on the oppofite, the town-houfe, and other 
public buildings. The middle of the area is 
adorned with a large marble fountain, cont^antly 
fupplied by a jet d'eau, which throws tip the wa- 
ter to a confiderable height, and conveys the idea 
of coolnefs and refrefhment in this fultry clime. 

Such was the external appearance of this new 
and elegant creation of the late minider, Portl- 
bal ; but on .entering the town, not a foul was to 
be feen in the flreets, and very hw any ^here 
dfc, except a magiflrate and a fergeant*s guard. 
Gi % Colonel 
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Colonel Bagot informed them, that this placo 
was a fl^nding monument of the minifter's perti- 
nacious obfUnacy and vanitj combined 3 that he 
had built it to encourage the pilchard fishery, 
though it was too diftant from the fea to anfwcr 
this purpofe ; and that he was farther ambitious 
to mortify his neighbours and rivals, the Spani- 
ards, without confidering how much he was ex- 
pofing himfelf to their 'ridicule, by fuch an ufe- 
lefs eredion. « 

The impropriety If fixing on this fpot for a 
towi), was early pointed out ; but he had gone 
too far to recede, without wounding his pride; 
and though he \ordered a worthy old judge to 
report to him, according to his confcience, which, 
of two fiuations propofed, was the moft eligible ; 
becaufe the judge felt it his duty to prefer the 
other, at the fame time fuppor ting his fentiments 
by irrefragable arguments, he was feized and clap- 
ped into a dungeon. 

The building of the town now went on with 
vivacity ; not a murmur was heard againfl its 
iite. The fifhermen at Monte Gordo, the only 
proper fpot for their bufinefs, were ordered to 
leave their huts, and repair with their families to 
the new town. They were obliged, indeed, to 
comply with the firfl part of the command -, but 
the laft they defpifed : to a man they retired in- 
to the territories of Spain,* where they remained 
till a change of rulers gave them liberty to reoc- 
cjpy their former habitations. 

It might have been fuppofed that the expcnce 
of building an ufelefs town, would have tended 
confiderably to drain the royal coffers; but it 
was no fuch thing. The minifter, through his 
viperoy, in this province, called every man of pro- 
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perty into his prefence, explained his majefty*g 
delign of building a town, a«d expatiated on its 
advantages to the trade and lifheries on the coafl: 
of Algarvej adding, that it would be highly ac- 
ceptable to the king, if each perfon prefent would 
build fuch a houfe as fuited his circumftances. 
An infinuation of this kind, under a defpotic go- 
vernment, is reckoned equal to a conamand ; and 
the viceroy, being prepared with the different 
terms of agreement, got each to lign a deed, to 
execute, within a Sipulated time, the part in 
this bufinefs he confented to undertakfe. No 
more flagrant proof than this can be produced of 
the fatal confequences ariiing from abfolute 
power, both to the property and perfonal fecurity 
of a nation. 

They returned to Caftro Marin, very much fa- 
tigued by walking in the beat, and found an fl^- 
cellent dinner provided for them by Captain 
Gaynor, after which the glafs circulated cheerful* 
ly, till, in thecourfe ofconverfation, it cameoi^t, 
that another officer was iikely to be put over the 
captain's head, as aggregate majors on which 
his eyes fparkled with rage, and he uttered 3 
thoufand imprecations againft. his more fuccelT- 
ful rival, abufing the kilaves and idiots who had 
advifed fuch an abfurdity and injuftice. With 
this he l6ft the company, threatening to write ^ 
fetter of abufe to the fccretary at war, and to 
throw up hiscommiflion. 

Our autlior and his friends felt much intereft - 
in Captain Gaynor's fortune, and they requefted' 
Colonel Bagot would inform them of the promi- 
nent features of his military life and condudk,^ 
which, with fome apologies and relu6tance, be at 
Jaft complied with. 

Q a *' Gavnor.'* 
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'' Gray nor,** faid he, " is one of the worthieft 
men alive, and fo full of integrity and honcfty, 
that thofe virtues, from ivhich he cannot dived 
himfelf for a moment, have, literally been his ruin 
in this fervice. He is as intrepid as Hedor, and 
at the fame time as meek and tradable as a lamb j 
but unfortunately for his intcreft, he cannot bear 
the fmalleft appearance of difingcunity or difli- 
mulation, and is utterly incapable of dealing with 
a people of manners fo different from his own. 

He revolts at the leaft departure from probity 
and truth, and as he fcarcely mteXs with more 
than their refemblance here, it is no wonder that 
the natives regard him as a furly, ill-bred being. 
Add to this, there are few of the Portuguefe oflS- 
ccrs of any confequence, with whom he is ac- 
quainted, that he has not found occafion to chal- 
lenge. Thus he is either feared or difliked by 
all of them 5 and the repeated unfavourable re- 
ports that they have whifpered againft him at 
court, have effectually hurt his intereft there. 

" Gaynor," continued the colonel, *' was a 
pretty old foldier in 1762, and had ferved with 
credit in Germany and America, but came here 
only in the quality of enfign. He was after- 
wards promoted to a lieutenancy, and probably 
would have remained in that fituation, had 1 not 
folicited for him the command of the company 
of grenadiers, when I was appointed to the regi- 
ment. The minifter, not caring to promote a 
man fo obnoxious to many of the young nobility 
of his own proper motion, con felled himfelf hap- 
py to accept my nomination of a perfon he knew 
to be an a6tive officer, but whom he could not 
perfonally ferve. I foon after propofed him as 
aggregate major to the reginoent, and have con- 
tinued 
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tinued (b to do, withpromifes thj^t he (hpuld fuc- 
ceedj but at laft the fuperintendent for St. An- 
thony, which faint has long had a captain's com- 
miilion in the regiment, and the annexed pay, 
has fucceeded in obtaming the emolument Gaynor 
wifhed for. This avowal, added the colonel, 
may place us in a ludicrous and a contemptible 
light, but it is the misfortune of our fituation, not 
our fault. Knowing it to be a part of my duty, 
I make the regiment I command attend on the 
religious ordinances eftablifhed'in this country j 
and as every regiment has its patron, ours chofe 
St. Anthony, who, beiides his conimiffion, has 
two pence a month from every individual, which 
fum is expended in faying mafles for the fouls of 
thofe who die in it, and in celebrating the feftival 
of the faint. His fuperintendent, who is a no- 
bleman, and a bigoted blockhead, is the fortun- 
ate aggregate major; or leather continues the 
agent of the faint, who enjoys the nominal honour. 
On their requefting^to know, what was the 
nature of the fervices St. Anthony had performed 
in the regiment, on the merits of which his far-' 
ther promotion was founded, the colonel drew 
from his pocket a bundle of papers, confining of 
more than fifty certificates of miracles, which 
the faint had performed for perfons in the regi- 
ment. They were a colledion of the dulleft and 
moft impertinent ftuffthat ever was put together, 
and were fit rather to excite contempt than 
laughter. He had reftored a very favourite lap- 
dog to the major's lady, which had been ftolen 
from her, and which ihe defpaired of ever find-* 
ing again, till iOie implored the afliftance of St. 
Anthony ! He had alfo faved a poor foldier, who 
was drowning in a deep river, by miraculoully 
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throwing a rop^ in his way. Another had been 
recovered from the fmall-pox by thinking on St. 
Anthony, after he was given over by the furgeon 
of the regiment. 

Colonel B'agot excufed himfelf from reading 
any more of thofe puerile impofitipns ; but as a 
crown to the whole, and a confirn:iation of all the 
reft, and toeftablilh St. Anthony's charad'er as a 
man of honour, and a good foldier, he gave the 
fuperin ten dent's certificate in his behalf. 

After reciting his own numerous titles, he pro- 
ceeds j '' I atteli and certify, to all who (hall fee 
thefe prefents, written out by my command, and 
iigned at the bottom with my fign manual, with 
the broad feal of my arms clofe by, that the Lord 
St. Anthony, otherwife the Great St. Anthony 
of Lilbon, has been enlided and held a place in 
this regiment fince the year of our Lord Jefus 
Chrift l66S j and I farther atteft, that the fifty- 
nine within certificates, with the cypher of my 
name afi&xed to each, do cdlnprehend and contaiin 
a true and faithful relation of the miracles and 
other eminent fervices the faid St. Anthony has, 
Bt different times, rendered to, and performed in, 
this regiment, in confequence of his haVing a 
place in the fame : that, therefore, to doubt the 
veracity of thefe miracles, is as heinous a crime 
againft the Holy Ghoft, as to doubt any of the 
dogmas of our holy feith, or the miracles of 
Chrifl himfelf, the evidences of which are not fo 
firong and convincing as thofe in the prefentin- 
ftance before us*, and by which our bleffed Sa- 

* We arc fhocked, as we write, at the blaf|)hemy of thii 
deed j but as it is vouched for as genuine in ^arm, we think 
our readers ought to be made acjjuainted with the gtofs impie* 

. af the K,om;iii church, ^^^^^^ ^^ Goog 
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vioor'a own words are fulfilled, when he told his 
difciples that> " after me ihall come thofe who. 
Ihall do greater works than I have done,'* which 
prophecy clearly pointed to our great St, Anthony, 
(The certificate then recapitulates many wonder- 
ful military ferviccs of the faint, after which it 
again goes on) ** I do farther certify, that in all 
the aboye papers and regifiers, there is not any 
note of St. Anthony, of bad behaviour or irregu^ 
larity, by him committed, nor of his having ever 
been flogged, imprifoned, or any way punifhed 
by bis officers, while private in the regiment : 
that during the whole time he has been captain, 
he has confiantly done his duty with the greatef^ 
alacrity, on all occafions, in peace and war, and 
as fuch has been feen by his foldiers, times with- 
out number, as they are all ready to tellify ; and 
in Gxtry other refpe6t he has always behaved like 
a gentleman and an officer ; and on all the above- 
mentioned accounts, I hold him mofi worthy and 
deferving of the rank of aggregate major of the 
regiment, and of every other honour, grace, or fa- 
vour, her majefiy (hall be gracioudy pleafed to 
beftow. In teftimony whereof I have hereunto 
figned my name, this 25th day of March> in the 
year of our Lord Jefus Chrift, 1777. 

" Signed, Magalhaens Homem." 

To many this might appear like caricature, yet 
our author affiires us, that it is litterally matter 
of fad, and that both in Spain and Portugal, no 
bufinefs is more ferioully or gravely treated. 
The opinion fo prevalent in England, that the 
clergy in Catholic countries know better things, 
and only keep the people in ignorance, to poflefs 
the more power over them, is not univerfally 
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true; for many of the clergy, both here and in 
Spain, are uprfght m th^r ifttentlood, and think 
they are difchargiii^ their diHfy 5 and are the 
chief dupes themfelves of the innpoftures thty fup- 
port. 

Before Colonel Bagot had quite fipiflied read- 
ing the major's certificate. Captain Gaynor, who(b 
paliion was qeate fubfided, came irtto the roem, 
and told him, that the chief mfagiftrafe of thf^ 
plaee, with fome other perfons, were come to pay 
their relpe6^ to him. They aH retired into ano- 
ther room to coflfee and chocolate, and after fome 
unintcrefting converfation, the magiftratc and 
company took their leave. 

Our traveller and Lord Freeman now dtfco- 
vered that both Colonel Bagot and Captain Gay- 
nor had been among the unhappy Englifti offi- 
cers, who remained in the Portuguefe fervice ever 
fince the campaign of 17^2 ; and that the for- 
mer, being feduced by the profped of high rank, 
and the flattering behaviour of the court at the 
beginning,had neglefted topurfuein time hia pro- 
motion in the fervice of his own country, til! his 
proffers of fervice there were made too late for his 
readmiffion upon fuch terms as he could in de- 
cency accept 5 and by fuch unworthy and inju- 
dicious refufab, Grreat Britain loft the abilities 
of fome very experienced officers. The narra- 
tive of their efforts to be reftored to rank in their 
own country, reflets very little honour, if true, 
on the rulers at that time j but wepafs it over as 
extraneous. 

After having the juf^efl reafon to conceive a 
very high jopin ion of fhofe two worthy officers. 
Captain Coftigan and Lord Freeman took their 
leave, with many exprcffioos of genuine refpcd. 
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They ^nbarked very early next moraiog, an4 
as tbe ti4e was favourable for carrying tbeoi up 
fcbe river, tbey foon arrived at Mertola, tbe M^r- 
ti^lis Julia of tbe Eopaaos. As it prefented no 
attradion to detaio tbena, tbey inoroediatiejy 
mott&ted tbeir hor£bS;» and proceeded oa tbei^ 
Jouroey, Tbe rpad was new miade^ and for tbe 
nioft|)art excellent, but fo overgrown witb braiw- 
bles, tbat k was witb difficulty a^cy could giet 
alopg- 

Towards ttight tbey arrived at the city of Bej^, 
the Pax Julia of antiquity. Here tbey found lit- 
jtle to draw tbeir particular attention. It Hands 
on an eminence in tbe middle of an cKteiifive 
pl$m, eafily Ccxiji^ertible into a fertile track, but 
whicb is a4reaiy and uncultivated w^ftci, either 
fcQoa tbe paucity or tbe indolence of ,the inhabit-* 
aats. Lord Freenfta^ had a youpg prieil in bis train, 
named John Carlos, who was of great fcrvice to 
tbcm, by afting as tbeir interpreter with tbe pea- 
fan ts, whom they found very courteous and com- 
manicative ; wJi^cb firnck our author the noore, 
as 4be Spanish f^a/antry are reiKiapkable for tbe 
oppoiite difpoiition. 

Tbe country people infornie4 them, tbat the 
aroad ov«r wbi<i tbey bad travelled from Mertolai 
Jbad been made by order of tbe Marquis <^ Pom^ 
btA, to fadUtate the communication witb bis 
new town in Algarv.e, and tha( it bad been per-" 
ibrmed by Corvee*. 

Having reached Evora, tbey pujt up at a toler* 
«ble inn for tbe country ; and tboogb the meet** 

♦ This k a regulation by whic^ the peafants, to the dif- 
tance of fonne leagues round, are obliged to-givc their iabour> 
without th$ icaft remuneration froi9 governmcot. 
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!ng between Lord Freeman and our author was 
quite accidental, they feem to have been perfcd- 
\y pleafed with each others fociety ; nor was the 
young prieft, Carlos, an unacceptable acqnilition^ 
as he poffefled a turn for knowledge, and a quick* 
nefs of parts very uncommon for a Portuguefe. 

Evora was the Liberalitas Julia of the Romans, 
and the reputed birth-place of the famous Viria- 
tus ; and for fome time the refidence of Sertorius, 
after he was prefcribed by Sylla. The furround- 
ing country is covered with vineyards, interfperf- 
ed with corn-fields. Within the walls Hands ^ 
large Carthulian convent, called the Scali Cceli, 
or Ladder of Heaven. Here a number of felf- 
devoted gloomy enthuliafts lead a life of volun- 
tary abftinence and unavailing infipidity, which, 
by a little cuftom, becomes fo habitual, and ap- 
parently fo natural, that the vulgar are deluded 
into an opinion of their extraordinary fandtity j 
and treat them with the utmoft veneration and 
refped. 

As they were taking a walk, towards evening, 
in the great fquare, which lies in the middle of 
the city, and at the foot of an eminence, on which 
the caftle Hands, and were remarking the gloomy 
iituation of the (hops under long deep arches, an 
old prieft ran up and addrqffed their companion, 
Carlos, in Engliih, who immediately recoliedcd 
having feen him jt Lilbon the year before. 

The name of their new acquaintance was Dr. 
Butler, who offered frankly to attend them over 
the city ; and, as it was now growing late, was 
prevailed on to return and fup with them. He 
informed them, that he had lived above thirty 
years in Evora, and was prefident of the college 
cftabllflied there in the xeign of Peter II. for the 
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education of young fhidents from Ireland j but 
that the revenues had been chiefly alienated un- 
der various pretexts, and barely left him a main- 
tenance. 

The old prieft was delighted with this oppor- 
tunity of meeting with any of his countrymen, 
and gave charge to the landlord to go to his col- 
lege, and defire his fervant to bring him a double 
flalk of his beft wine, becaufe he apprehended 
that in the inn was not over excellent. Having 
tafled the doftof's wine, they found it of the firft 
quality, and wiftied to know how he procured it. 
He iofoi'med them that, poor as he was, he had 
always fome pipes of it in his cellar 3 and that he 
wifhed he could fend one of them to his friends 
in Ireland. He farthei* faid, that if it poflefled 
any fuperiority over the other wine of the coun- 
try, this arofe from the particular diredions he 
gave in regard to the making of it, a eircum- 
ftance he always attended to himfelf. 

Having breakfafted with the worthy doctor, at 
his college, next morning, they were then conduct- 
ed by him to the caflle, moftly in ruins, but com- 
manding a delightful viewover a rich and beauti- 
ful country. ** What a fhame it is," excUimed 
the old prieft, " that fo fine a country fliould be in 
the hands of fuch wretches 1 No foil produces 
iiner grapes or worfe wine, entirely owing to the 
ilovenly manner in which it is made. They have 
not a ban*el, or any kind of wooden veflel in the 
province} and they keep all their winein large 
ill-baked earthen jars, and mix it with lime and 
chalk, by way of fining it. It is afterwards 
tranfported, from place to place, in dried hogs' 
ikins, fewed up, and pitched within and without, 
which renders it unfit for Ctin^ans to drink f 
VoL.XVlL R Sec 
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See^ geatlenienr coodncied he» " whai sm eKteiii 
of CO mi try to the focUh»rard covered wlUi hcatth I 
wliat would that produce, were k pla»ti)d witJli 
vines, or fown with corn j for there is not a ipoi 
bjjt would admix of cultivation!" 

They were next carried ito ihe cathedral. Evo* 
ra is an arcbiepifcopal fee, with a very ample rc^ 
venue i but the archbifliop never relides there* 
He was ixwiwiitor general, regent of the court* o^ 
juClLce, and held various honourable offices be» 
fides, thion^ the favour of the court, though bo 
was reckoned one of the worft infornaed and 
dujleft fellows that ever put on the habit of St* 
AulUn. They were afterwards (hewn the college 
of the Jefuits, an immenfe building, which, 9&ts 
their expulfion, had been convexted kvto a ^Ik 
n>anufam>ry,; but, for want of fupport, foon fell 
to decay, a,nd the fabric itfelf is now running to 
ruin. 

They then took th«ir horfes, and rode out ta 
furvey the famous aqucdwd built by Sert<«iiis, 
and which Hill conveys a noble dream of water 
to the city, £b excellent and fo pure, that the in- 
habitants give it the appellation of the Silver 
Water. It is brought from a fountain about five 
leagues diftant. They alfa noticed fome traces 
and renaains of the Eoman wall, which aiu)ienUy 
furrounded the city, and which King Fernando 
had ordered to be thrown down about the year 
1380. The modem fortifications are fo f«U of 
breaches, , that they can be of wo utility as a de- 
fence. 

The laft place th^ vifited In Evora was the 
Reclufes of 5t. Bruno, where they obtained ready 
accefs by the means of their guide. The ihelve» 
•f their JLibrary were hlled, as ufual, with tbo 
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fftxtt: dull poljcmtcal vgeorks and )egc»id^ tt^ich are 
ufually met with among monks. The only book 
tiMTttttraded their notice was a fine foKo'Horaer, 
whkfa Lord Freeman fecretly wilhed to parchafcj 
and therefore afked the librarian what it wa^s. 
ficKj^ied, that he believed it was an o$d Hebrew 
or Arabic book, which had reaiained thete from 
the time of the Moorg^ hot that none of them 
wow andcrftood it. His lordihip now tliought 
hkn^sif fure of the pri»e, and was going to Offer 
toonqr for it j but Dr. Butler interpofed, and told 
^im, that it wad impofiible to alienate the moft 
trifiing thing belonging to the houfe. 

Th^ now rettimed to the college, where they 
' were entertained with a collation 5 va^ during 
thtf , on the urgent rcqueft of Lord Freeman, the 
4o^r was prevailed on to favour them with a 
brief cbara^er of the Pbrtuguefe, and a general 
view of the fiatc of the country. 

** In my- opinion," faid Dr. Butler, '' the para- 
Kaed and confumptive (late of all modern Spain 
■day be traced from the cruel and unjuft expul- 
fion of the Jews and Moors. The forced conver- 
£f>D8 too, which Don Manuel was fo z^lons in 
Awarding, fixed a prodigious quantity of Jewifii 
bkK>d in Portugal, which has found its^way into 
aaofi: of their famHies of diftin8ion, in particular, 
and is eafily difiinguiihable in their ^Sftture»^ 
twnpers, and dtfptyfition^. 

^* One thiag which rauft ftrike every obfever, 
i«^ the furpriftng contraft between th^ noUes of 
Spain and thofe of Portugal: the formter are 
Iw^ve, fincere, and liberal in fentinnent and ac- 
Uron ; the latter are exa^ly the reverffe. A$ you 
ileiisondaBiofig the Spaniards^ the naftitral charac- 
R2 ter 
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ter vitiates ; in this country, the lo^^er the ranlty 
the perfonal charader rifes the higher. 

" I wifli I could, with juftice, except the royal 
houfe of Bragan^a from the general cenfare on 
the Portugueie nobility ; but the truth is, if ever 
there has appeared any fuperior greatnefs of imnd 
in that family, it has entirely originated from for- 
tunate incidents, or the affiftance of others. 

'* During the laft reign, a refolute and oyer- 
bearing minifter centred every channel of power 
and authority in himfelf alone ; and a weak and 
puiillanimous monarch threw himfelf into bis 
arms, as the only perfon in whom he could confide. 
A perfonal quarrel which the minifter had with a 
Jefuit, who a^ed as kirag^s confeflbr, added to 
pre-exiding caufes, made him ferioufly and hear* 
tily fet every engine at work for the deftru6doa 
of that order, which he at laft accompli (hed. 

'* The earthquake of 1755 fervcd only to cor- 
firm his authority, and to render it more abfolate. 
The war with Spain, which followed fome yean 
after, by fandioning the introdudion of foreign 
troops, enabled him to curb efie6kually an ambi-« 
tious and domineering clergy, £ut no fooner 
had the diftinguiftied officers of other nations 
brought the Portuguefe army to any thing like 
difcipline, than their fervices were negleded« or 
even their perfons infulted. 

" The laft a6t of this minifter, when the king, 
his mafter, was on his death-bed, was to marry 
the prefumptive heir to the crown, then only fix- 
teen years of age, to his own aunt, a woman paft 
thirty-one. His difgrace followed ; and thofe who 
had been iraprifoned by his means, being now fet 
at liberty,yincreafed the popular roar of obloqnj 
againft him. 
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•** Hrt fuccefTor had aTl his bad qualities, with- 
eftit any of hi« virtties. He exerted only a low 
eftBtihig tamftifttain hfe place in peace, without 
'frttempfing atry- thmg hazardous. 

** The prefent titnc and government," afdded 
the dodor, '* muft not be tneddled witii 5 I jnuft, 
liowcver. give my opirrion, that the church has 
ftfo nitich'to do in the political drama, and it is 
erven indecent to feft the lengths that the queen s 
cwiftefifor carries ftis fntcrference, which muft dif- 
grate this govei-hmcilt hi the eyes of all Europe." 

Th^y cDrdially thanked their kind friend for. 
Bis fentiments, and took their leave with expref- 
fions of mutual regret and regard. As they ftop- 
pfed hatf way to Villa Vigoza to bait, and were 
itretched under the fhade of fome pines, a man, 
ifiounted on a mulc> overtook them with a note 
fVom the doftor, indlofinga letter of in trod udion 
tb a gentleman at Elvas, which he had forgotten 
to give them at Evora ; but which he faid might 
be of fome fervice to them. 

Having made an cxcuriion from Villa Vi^oza 
to fifit the banks of the Guadiana, and the garri- 
fon of Olivenga, which, though on the Spanifii fide 
of the river, yet belongs to Portugal, they flept 
ait a mifcrablte inn at Jurumenha. In the opinion 
df the Portuguefe this vicinity is all claffic ground, 
fls it is the^ I'cene of their raoft brilliant exploits 
ligainft tlie Caftillians*. 

Mr. CofHgan fays, that it was a fortunate cir- 
cumftance for him that he met with Lord Frec- 
fhan, whofe notion of travelling, and modes of 
dbfervation, were cxaftlj^fimilar to his own 3 and 
who, for reafons that will be explained in the 
Icquel, was in no hafte to reach Lilbort. The 
young ccciciiaftic, Jx)hn- Carloff, was likewife a, 
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valuable acquifition to their party, as h!s clerical 
habit was an introdu6tion to the priefts and friars* 
and his agreeable and infinuating noanaer was 
fure to gain their efteem. They had thus an ia- 
trodudioD into convents, and found all their en- 
quiries facilitated. 

Arriving at Elvas, where they pnrpofed mak^ 
ingfome Say> one of the fentinels at the barrier 
challenged them, aiking, in a haughty toocy 
whence they came, and what was their bafinefii* 
Carlos anfwered, that they came from EftreoKMii^ 
and had letters for his excellency the govemer. 
On this they were condudcd to the governor^ 
houfe, where they met with the mod polite re- 
ception, and many profeflions of ferviees. He 
invited them to dinner at one. Their next ba* 
iinefs was to wait on the gentleman to whom 
they were recommended by Dr. Butler. He was 
a major general in the army, and chief engineer 
of the garrifon, and was then abfent, fuperia- 
tending the artificers at Fort La Lippe, but he 
foon returned. His i)ame was La Valer6. He 
was tall and thin, pretty far advanced in jean» 
but adivc and vigorous. 

When he had read the letter, he bid them coofi* 
derhis houfe as their home; and while they were 
talking, the governor fent a raeflage, dedring the 
major genera I's company to dinner. This oblige 
cd them to part for the prefent, that they might 
drefs againlt the hour of dinner, which was faft 
approaching. 

When they entered the governor's houfe, the 
dinner was ferving up. His lady, who was the 
onljr woman at table, was wrapped up in a long 
liaize cloak, but her hair was prettily decorated 
with flowers and diamond fprigs. The governor 
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was tifo in his cloak ; and there had been fome 
powder thrown on his ancient wire wig. He 
took his feat on the lady's right hand, dcfiring 
Valere to fit on the left, and Lord Freeman next. 
A prodigious fat man, in an officer's uniformj 
with the crofs of Malta hanging on his breail^ 
fat ne^t the governor. His name wasNDon Joao^ 
and the company gave him the title of excellen- 
cy^ but he fcarcely opened his lips, except to 
cat, drink, or laugh at the jokes of others. . The 
reft of the company, which was numerous, took 
their places according to their ranks 3 the carving 
knight*, at the lower end of the table, ferving 
them round. 

The company was ftifF and ceremonious, nor 
was the aid of the glafs called in to exhilarate 
them ', but it feemed as if deep draughts of water 
produced the fame efre6k. 

At lad, the governor called for a wine glafs^ 
into which be poured a thimbleful of that li- 
quor, and drank to the healths of our country- 
jDen, who returned the compliment in full bum^ 
pers. One of the priefts, who feemed to be a 
wag, repeatedly called for wine; on which the 
lady began to rally him, and told him he drank 
like a mauregato, or mule driver. 

As foon as dinner was over, a folding door was 
opened, and the company paifed into the next 
apartment, where the deffert, confiding of fweet-» 
meats and fruit, was fet out on a much fmaller 
table ; for half the company had difappeared. 

The principal luxury of a Portuguefe enter-? 
tainment confifls in the deffert. Each of the 

* An office of honour at court, and m fymt noblemen's fa^: 
mllies; 

Digitized by Googlecoropapy 



180 costigan's thaviels, 

company takes one or more fpoonfiils of fiqwd 
iWeetnocat^ while a fcrvant ftands behind, with a 
liirge tnmbler of pare water, which is dramk off 
immediately, and, i-n their cftimation, is more re- 
lishing than the fineft wine. 

The company afterwards ate of the dififeretit 
froita, and drank a glafs of Mahlafey Madeira, 
which was very fweet and lufcious. i^rd Frcc- 
inan exprelTed a defire^ to fee Fort La Lippc ; but 
the governor referring to the mnjor general to 
confirm his remark, aflured him, that in confe- 
qocnce of pofitive orders from the court to the 
contrary, it was not in his power to grant this 
indulgence. He expreffed his concern that he 
could not comply with this requeft, adding, that 
they might vifit the whole garrifon and Fo/t St, 
Lucia, and defired the favour of their company 
on the glacis next day, when he would order oat 
one of the regiments to manoeuvre before them. 

They did not take their fefla*, as the reft of 
the company did; but perambulated the ramparts 
of the garrifon with M. de Valere. The whole • 
were in good order; and the foldiers appeared 
well dreflfed, and had a martial air. 

Valere oflfered to introduce them to the nuns 
of St. Claire, which is reckoned a great compli'* 
iTient; but they declined it; agreeing, however, 
to Btcomp^my him to the bifhop's in theercnlng, 
where th^fe was a fort of aflembly. 

Thffjr now difcovefed that the fat gentleman, 
at table, was colonel of the regiment of cavalry in 
the garrifon, though he had not mounted a horfe 

♦ This is a deep of fome hours after dinner, dnriag the ex- 
treme heat of"* the day, and is ufual In Spain, Forttigal, Italy, 
and other warm climates. 
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^fome years^ as it was not poffible to find one 
erasable of fupporting his weight. He was of an 
ancient family^ and had the chara^er of being 
one of the moft complete topers in Portugal. 

Lord Freenaan wiihed to know why fo great -a 
part of the company retired before the defTcrt.; 
and was told, that it was conformable to regula- 
tions ei^ablifhed in the army, for fubalterns to 
withdraw, before the general ate his fweetmeat. 
This is a degrading diftin6tion, and may, inTome 
meafare,. account for the forlorn ftate of the Por- 
toguefe army j for where officers are not refpe^- 
ed, the fervice will never be in a fiourifhing con- 
dition. 

In tbeir perambulations, next morning, they 
happened to ftumble into the convent of Capu- 
chin friars. On entering, they faw two of the 
friars dreifed in their furplices and llolas, fiand* 
ing before the great altar, and reading the office 
of exo^cifm on thofe pofTeifed with unclean fpi« 
rits. Before them lay, on the ground, three wo- 
men, dreifed in . black petticoats, and a fort of 
Teil, or mantle, which covered the head, and the 
whole body down to the knees. Two of thefe 
women howled piteoufly; while the other wa* 
tearing her hair, and making flrange contortions 
of her face, particularly when the acolyte, ac- 
cording to the foma prefcribed, fprinkled theni 
with the holy water. In a fhort time, however, 
the devil feemed to be vanquifhedj but this is a 
farce fo often played in Catholip countries, that 
it fcarcely deferves mention. 

On leaving the church they walked into the 
cloifter, and pafTed into the garden of the con- 
vent, where they faw feveral of tb^ reverend fa- 
thers bafking in the fun. Making up to the fa« 

Iher 
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tli€r gvk^f^^^f th«y aiwlograed for tbtifiHTtxiSan^ 
fffcffti^Kt^ it was currofity which induced tfrftfl»(>« 
ti6t his garden, to which thiey paid fortic coinp!i-> 
inents. His reverence, en this, became very ^•* 
faWe, and (hewed them the real fea tree growing 
th^rcr in the open air, in a flotirifhingf flfatc. He 
fa44 it had been pJ^amed by a friar, whotiad been 
tt raiifionary. He gave them fome of the dtied 
leaves, of whkh they made tea, and found it vciy 
pa-lata^^le. 

As they wefe proceeding to the bi (hop's pa- 
lace, M. de Valci^ inform^S them, that his lord- 
fhip was defeended from an Engliib family of 
noble extradkion, and that he often boafted bt 
had Englifli ribs in his body, and would certain- 
ly gire them a gracious reception, though he 
was one of the moft intriguing and mifchtevous 
priefts iti the kingdom. 

Being annomiced at the eprfcopal palace, thcf 
vere ufliered i^to a large faloon, tolerably weft 
furnished, and hung with crimfon damafk. Af- 
ter fome time the birtiop entered, preceded b/ 
three young ecclefiaftrcs, and followed by his two 
toieccs, or rather miftrcffes. The company paid 
their reipeds, and onr countrymen were prefcnt- 
ed, and received with great cordiality. Sweet- 
meats and glalTes of water were then handed 
round ; and, fcon after, tea and coffee. 

€ards were then introduced; and the compa- 
ny divided, and formed different tables. After 
playing f^me time, the affembly broke up, and 
the bilhop took' a courteous leave. One of his 
aiecefr paid Lord Freeman fevcral ferret atten- 
tions ; which convinced them, that gallantry and 
mtrigue among the ladies ^crc natural to them 
in this country. 
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Ncjit jcla/, ihey were on the glacis at the haur 
appoipted. The iirft regiment of the ^arriioo 
was irawxi -out, and waited for the governor* 
Tlie uoiibrm wa^ J^ew : blue turned up with fear- 
let, with a white cape and orange-coloured cuffsf 
white waiticoat, and yellow breeches. 

The governor came, preceded by all the ilaff 
o£&c^s jof the garrifuu, on horfeback. He was 
nxouated himfelf on a fine charger, wi4h a fuU 
pique faddle, and large embroidered furniture^ 
Tke line presented .their arms, as he approached, 
with three f uffs, and the colours dropped. Tk(B 
sxercile and roanctuvres then followed, which 
were performed with tolerable cxadnefs. 

That forenoon, our countrymen rode round ih« 
environs, as wells as thofe of Forts St. Lucia .an4 
La Lippe with General Valere. Their converfju 
tion naturally turned on the arjoxy ; zxid 1«of<1 
Fxeeman exprefTed his furprife that they had npt 
ona of the fined in the world, coniidering ho\lr 
many natural advantages Portugal poflefled. 
" Alas ! my lord,** faid the otEcer, " did yoti^ 
ever bear of an army without officers, or can even 
a 0ngle regiment exift without them ?'* In this 
refpcd thePortuguefe army is deficient, and ever 
mull, from the very chara^cr of thofe who al'pirc 
to commands. 

That day they dined with the general, and 
met the governor and bifliop, with a large party 
of officers. The dinner was fumptuous for this 
country ; for the Portuguefe are very abftemious^ 
eatcept in the article of Sweetmeats. Some of 
them, however, iliewed good appetites. Burgun^ 
dy was freely ferved* round, and healths were cir- 
culated, at once to enliven and to (hew refped^. 
W hen the king and (^ueen of England we»^ 

given 
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given, the Artillery bf the garrilbn was heard ; 
and another difcharge took place on toafting the 
king and queen of Portugal. Don John, the fat 
knight of Malta, was again in company, and 
drank cxceflively, calling vociferoufly for more 
wine, which was of a quality he had not often 
tafted. 

The deffert and coffee being over, they retired 
to fleep the fefta, which they feemed, in general^ 
to have more than ufual occafion for. 

Next day, our countrymen, accompanied by 
M. de Valere, rode to Badajox, three leagues dif- 
tant, in Spanifh Eftramadura ; and infpefted the 
field of battle of the lines of Elvas, fought in 
1^58. To affift their military refearches, their 
friend, the general, furnifhed them with an au- 
thentic copy of a memorial of the campaign of 
1762, drawn up for the information of the king, 
by Marflial General Count la Lippe, who com- 
manded the Portuguefe and Englilh forces, ad- 
ing on that frontier, againft the united armies of 
France and Spain. 

The following day, they dined privately with 
M. de Valere, who favoured them with a hiftory 
of his extraordinary adventures ; which, nothing 
but his known veracity could render credible. 

He was born in Picardy, and received his mili- 
tary education at the fchooj of La Fere, under 
M. Belidor, who recommended him to Marftial 
Saxe. This great officer treated him with the 
greateft kindnefs, and at the end of his fecond 
campaign, which was that of the battle of Det- 
tingen, M. de Valere, folicited and obtained 
leave to vifit his relations at Amiens. 

He had not been long at home, before he had 

the unhappinels to difcover, that a beloved fiftcr 

3 had 
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had been courted and abandoned, without any 
caufe given, by Baron de Romenil, then a captain 
of a regiment quartered at Amiens. This unge- 
nerous nobleman had not only forfaken her, but 
taken liberties with her name. Valere was fired 
with indignation — he challenged him, and left 
him on the carreau* 

Senfible of his danger, he immediately fled to 
the prote^ion of Marihal Saxe, then at Dunkirk, 
to whom he unfolded his fad tale, and by whom 
he was privately fent to Paris, with a letter of 
recommendation to the fccretary at war. In con- 
fequencc of this, M. de Valere received the com- 
midion of fub-engineer of the garrifon of Port 
Royal, in Marti nico, and immediately went on 
ihip board at St. Maloes. 

In the velTel were a number of young women, 
who had bound themfelves apprentices, in the 
colonies, for a certain number of years. Among 
the reft was a Maderooifelle Joinville, to whom 
he foon became extremely attached, and who ad* 
mitted him into her mojt intimate friendfhip. 

Hitherto fortune had been favourable; but as 
they approached Cape Finifterre, a fudden fquall 
carried away their main topmaft, and part of the 
bowfprit, and they continued to be buffeted by 
ftormy weather till they reached the rock of 
Lifbon, when the captain declared the neceflity 
he was under of entering that port to relit, * 

They had not been long in the harbour, before 
the news of their having fo many young females 
on board, brought them numerous vilits from 
French, Engliih, Dufch, and Portuguefc gentle- 
men, priefts, friars, and all colours and habits. 
In fpite of all the captain's care, who w^s bound 
to deliver his cargo fafe, thcfc gentlemen, in a 
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ihort itaaie, cairied off the whole, except IVf ade- 
moifelle JoinvUie, who faid ibe would oever quit 
the Aiip while M. de Valet;e xeoaainod m it. 

Meaowhile the repairs went on, and they w^ere 
freqpffody'^li&ttd by ihe captain of a rortugcif^ 
man of war, ^nd another young olicer, who pjHtl 
particular attention to Mifs JolnviUe j but i^ptkimg 
particular Psetned to pais between tbeo?. Juft ag 
tl^ej were about ito iiul, the captain, M. de Valca^, 
find M'ljb Jw^y'iJAc ceceivfld an invitatioi) to din^ 
on (hore, at the young officer's houfe. The cap- 
tain excttfed hiraCyf 5 but the other tw^ wem ; 
and as foon as they landed, were put into a car- 
Tiage, which was ordered Xo follow apothcr car- 
riage. They drove with great rapidity for aboot 
an hour, then changed mules 9od drove 9s be- 
f^e, cfaaoging cattle a fecopd time ibefore they 
Acj)ped. A;t Jaft fcliey cDterad a court yard, &»- 
rounded by a very high wall : Mifs Joinville was 
conduced up ilairs^ while M. de Val<M-6 was car- 
ried into a kind of cellar, where he was confinod^ 
and civilly treated for three months; and thea 
was promifed his liberty, on taking an oath n^ver 
Ito mention the circumftances of his imprifoo*- 
ment, which he was given to underftand wai 
contrived by the young lady he came in company 
with. 

Having connplied with all that was demanded 
of him, hie was put inta a clofe carriage with a 
fmall fum of money in his pocketr and, after 
driving fome hours, when it was dark, he was 
taken out, and wi(hed a good night. He foond 
himfelf on the quay of a fmall river, about two 
leagues from Liibon^ to which he proceeded as 
foon as podiblo. 
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He>e be was like st man droptl from iSkmclouds, 
neither knowing whence he came nor whart io do. 
His an»lc«rm wd> become rufty, aod he bad not 
changed his fhirt for three months. He fdund 
hia way, boi^erer^ to the French mnbi^dor*9y 
and got fipecch of bis roattre d'htftd, who^ eafting 
a fapercilions k)ok at himv as foea as he began 
llis atary, aiked if he had brought uny papers^ oc 
letters of recommendation. 

M. de Valer^ bad faved nothing of this kind ; 
sod frankly confefled it 5 on which he was told 
that be was an adveotnrer, and threatened with 
being fent to the gallte»>if ever be appeared there 
agaio. 

Bedoeed td the laf): di^e^, be was gldd to en* 
ter into the family of a nobleman to teach bis fon 
French -, and> at length, by perfererance and m- 
trigues with fome of the prtncipal female domef- 
ti€9> one of #bem be married^ be obtahaed a eap- 
taioa comnaHiTon. 

It is impo^le, in this work» to attend him 
ihrongh all tbe viciffitndes of his fortune, aftev 
be enteved into the army. Tbe Cotrot la Lippe 
found him pofleifed of much military kncn^ledge 
and merit, and warmly patronifed him; but 
when he retired from the Portoguefe fcrvice, the 
aaortificattbns Iol Valere miderweot, would have 
broken the heart of any but a Frenchman. Ca* 
bals, intrigues, falfe accufations, and every fpc- 
cies of injufttce imbittcred his life. Zealous, 
however, for the fervice in which be was em- 
ployed, and confcious of integrity, be bore them 
all ; and now advanced in years and taught by 
experience, he continued to ferve a nation he had 
reafon to defpife; but he found it impoflible, fron 
tbe degraded flatc of the army, to fcrve it with 
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effeGtf and therefore yielded to circumflances lie 
could not prevent. 

Having detailed the principal adventures of 
his eventful life, he concluded thus : ** Judge 
then, gentlemen, what a fituation I muft be in ; 
and what intereft I, or any man of feeling or ho- 
nour, can have in fuch a fervice : For my own 
part I am totally indifferent about it, though I 
am obliged to continue in it, for the fake of my 
family. I {hall, therefore, endeavour to rub 
through in the bed manner I can ', and, as I aia 
now old, any hole will ferve a man to die in." 

By the time M. de Valere had finiihed his nar- 
rative, it was growing late ; and, as our author 
and his friends had difpofed every thing for lear- 
ing £lvas next morning, they loon after bade 
their entertaining hoft adieu, with the fbrongeft 
fenfe of his politenefs and his merit. 

Next morning, they left the garrifon of Elvas, 
and employed more than fourteen days fuccef- 
£vely in vifiting all the pods and iituations men- 
tioned in the campaign of 1 762 3 undergoing much 
fatigue in traveriing fuch a rugged and barren 
country, where often they could not find fo much 
as a bit of bread for themfelves, or forage for 
their horfes. The peafants, however, were every 
where courteous, and prompt to render their beft 
fervices. 

Having ei^amined the interefting grounds oa 
both (ides the Tagus, particularly the famoustpafs 
of Villa- Velha, they arrived at the town of Cadel 
Branco, where they refled fome days 5 and then 
continued their route by Penamagor, Sabugal, 
Covilham, and Alfayates, to Almeida j fox the 
^jpoft part through a rocky fteril country, 

Qn 
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On arri\*ing there, they were conduced from 
%he barrier to the o£Bcer commaading in the 
place, who interrogated theni, in a haughty tone, 
refpedmg their bcrfinefs. They told him they 
had letters for the king's lieutenant ; but they 
found this gentleman was gone out on a {hooting 
party, and that it was not known when he would 
jretuTD. Difgufted at the uncivil reception they 
aoet with here, they pufbed on immediately by 
the Douro road, and paifing Caftel Rodrigo, they 
canie to a poor village when it was quite dark } 
and put up at a wretched inn, where they could 
find itothing bat ihelter^ either for themfelves or 
their horfcs. 

Fortunately, however, their friend, tbe young 
prieft, in his rambles round the place, difcovering 
a houfe of better appearance than the reft, boldly 
knocked at the door, and erttering into a large 
ball, faw a table fet out for fupper. Carlos con- 
gratulated himfelf at the fight, and, on enquiry^ 
found it was the curate's houfe ; but that he had 
b^n lent that night to the king's lieutenant of 
Almeida, to whom he immediately procured aa 
introdudion ; and then ran to tell his friends of 
bis fuccefs. They all had a plentiful fupper at 
the head quarters, pleafant company, and toler- 
able accommodation as to beds. 

Next morning, they Vilhed to refume their 
journey to the Douro j but the king's lieutenant 
infifted on their returning with him to Almeida, 
and added fuch inducements, as to amufemcnt 
and company, that they yielded to his folicitation. 

Almeida liands on the top of a very high moun- 
tain, on the frontiers of the province of Bcira, and 
but a league and a half dlRant from the Spaniih 
cafilei in the kingdom of Leon« The town is 
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well fortified, and has two gates^ with a qua- 
drangular caftle in the middle^ and handfoaie 
barracks. 

After dinner, thfey walked round the ramparts, 
and vifited the garrifpn, but found nothing new 
in military matters, after feeing Elvas. 

The king's lieutenant of Almeida, was a native 
of North Britain, an old and worthy officer, who 
had ferved during the courfe of two wars in the 
armies of his own country ; and had been induc- 
ed, like many others, to remain in the fervice of 
Portugal, where he was eminently ufeful, till the 
death of the late king -, at which period, being 
diflatisfied with his (ituation, he attempted to re- 
turn to the fervice of his own country, but with- 
out fuccefs. 

He was, however, fo far fortunate as to be 
cfteemed by the adminiftration that was formed 
after the deceafe of the king, on account of the 
diftinguiihed candour and undefigning integrity 
of his charafter. 

Our travellers faw into the difpofition of this 
officer at once ; for it was open as the day with- 
out the Ihadow of guile or deceit. They met 
likewife, with another officer who was here on a 
vifit, an Englifhraan of the name of St. Amour. 
This gentleman had a clear judgment and com- 
preheniion ; but was impetuous in his temper, 
and addided to fatire, which he freely vented 
againft the clergy, nuns, and friars, whofe hypo- 
critical and immoral lives furnifhed him with 
abundant fcope for the exercife of his talent. 

They found another character here, Colonel Ma- 
cilphan, an Hibernian originally, but who had fo 
k>ng left his native country, that his brogue was 
%\mQ& the only memento he retained of it. He ftill 
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prcferved, however, all tho refolute firmnefs of 
his countrymen j and after having fought to very 
little purpofe, in the charader of gentleman cadet, 
in the Irifli brigades, both of France and Spain,, 
hcpafledover to Portugal, at the breaking out 
of the war in 1762 -, and fignalized his entry into 
the fervicc, by terrifying a paymafter into his 
duty, which fpirited condu6k gained him great 
credit with Count La Lippe. By th6 patronage 
of that diftinguiihed judge of merit, he rofe ia 
the army 3 and had lately formed an advantage- 
ous match with a young Portuguefe heirefs, which 
fet him above dependence oii his profefliion. 

The laft gentleman officer Mr. Coftigan men- 
tions at Almeida, was Brigadier Forbes. He had 
formerly made himfelf remarkable by a rencontre 
with Mr. Wilkes at Paris | and when he arrived 
firft in Portugal, he was confidered as a tilter j 
but a very fhort experience of the propriety of 
his condud and chara&er, foon convinced the 
world, that he was as incapable of giving an af- 
front, as of tamely receiving it from any man. 
After many difficulties, he had at laft matched 
himfelf to a lady of high rank and fanvily. 

Brigadier Forbes and Colonel Macilphan fa- 
voured our travellers with a very entertaining ac- 
count of their adventures in Portugal, and con- 
firmed what they had every where heard of the 
degraded ftate of the army in this country $ but 
a narrative of Major St. Amour, relative to what 
had lately happened in the garrifon to which he 
belonged, exceeds all that ever was recorded in 
the annals of military infamy, and defcrves to be 
laid before our readers, which we do iii that gen- 
tleman's own manner. 
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" ^btf pcrfon whofc bafenefs and wkolc crimes 
form the biflory I am about to give, is a tetire 
of BragaD^a, and was married and eftablifhed 
there. He wag hereditary civiJ governor, or con^ 
flabl© of the town, faperintendent oi the caftom« 
houfe, a lieutenant of a regiment of cavalry, and 
the lazieii drone that ever difgraced a cockade. 
By means of falie certificates of ficknefs from the 
fargeons or phyficians, or by furreptitious leaves 
of abfcnce, he contrived generally to cfcape the 
duty of his regiment, fiat he was not idk ib 
other refpe6ts— he contrived to introduce himfclf 
to a convent, where he debauched a nun^and hav- 
ing continued his furtive vi(its till fatiety bred 
difgud, he then paid his addrefles to another nua 
in tlte fame convent, and fifler to the former, 
with whom he had equal fuccefs. 

The jealous and forifaken nun, foon difcoveml 
this iecond intrigue, and out of revenge, commu- 
Dicated her fofpicions to thcbiihop of the diocefe* 
A plan was concerted to dete6t the facrilegious 
intruder, and he was found within the precinds 
of the nunnery, concealed under a pile of fag- 
got«t, and carried prifoner to Chaves. Here he 
was tried by a court-martial 5 convifted, andfen- 
tenced according to law. The fentence, as is 
ufual, was tranfmitted to court for approbation^ 
and was thrown under the table, to favc the trou- 
ble of making any remarks on it. 

After being a long time a prifoner at Chaves, 
the governor at length, as a fpecial favour, al- 
lowed him to walk through the town on his pa- 
role ot honour. By way of amufement, he ieduc- 
ed a married woman, prevailed on her to poifoa 
her hulband, that they might have no intcrrop-* 
tion^ and then efcaped into Spain* 
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Oar gallant remained with his miftrcfs at no 
great diftance from the frontier garrifon, living 
on his rents, which were regularly remitted to 
him. The minifter was fo provoked when he 
heard of the complicated villainy of this wretch, 
that he fent particular orders to the governor of 
Chaves, to have him hanged in effigy, in prefence 
of the whole garrifon under arms, and that his 
perfon fhall be declared infamous. 

*' At the very commencement, however, of this 
prefent promifing adminiflration, that fame infa- 
mous perfon returned to Lifbon, furniihed with 
fuch powerful letters of folicitation, that her moft 
Faithful Maje% was pleafed to grant him a pie* 
nary pardon for all his atrocious crimes and mifde« 
meanours. But as if fhe thought (he had not 
fufficiently iignalized her confummate weakneft 
and fhameful lenity, fhe has replaced him, by a 
newcommiflion, in the fame poft of the fame re- 
giment, which by a fentence of a court-martial 
he loft, ordering it to be fignified to the regiment, 
that (he would feverely puniih any officer who 
refufcd doing duty with him. For this commi- 
aation, however^ ihe had no occafion ; for none 
of them were found delicate enough to fcruple af- 
ibciating with him, though there are three bro- 
thers of the two nuns he debauched, in the con* 
vent» condantly doing duty in the fame regi- 
ment. 

** To crown all, the generous queen ordered 
CYtry note or entry of this officer's defertion, and 
of the court martial held on him, to.be erafed 
from the regifters, that there might exift no fu- 
ture remembrance of fuch infamous proceed-^ 
ings." 

Though 
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. Though it was late ^hcn Major St. Aaxmr 
i^nifhed bis narrative, and they were all to fet oat 
next morning for the banks of the Jk>aro, they 
could not part without fome remarks on fuch se» 
fatioas condu^ in government. But from coo* 
Current teftimonies and proofs, it appealed, that 
under fuch a wanton defpotifin, law was oi no 
manner of ufe, but to be infnlted, or at beflr, to 
be treated as a dead letter :— -That many falntary 
laws had been promulgated on a variety of ftrb- 
jeds, but that they were rather calculated to an* 
fwer fome particular purpofe at the time> than to 
be of general or permanent utility. 

Next morning they arrived to breakfafl at a 
.Tillage on the banks of the Douro, called St« 
John da Pafquiera. Having obferved the momi- 
tainous and rugged banks of the rapid Donro oa 
both fides, and learned that the roads were rough 
and unea fy to Porto, they rcfolved to hire a b4^t 
to carry them thither | and accordingly embark- 
ing, they reached that city in the evening, and by 
the preiiing folicitations of the BritiOi confol, 
they took up their quarters with him, as he had 
been apprized of Lord Freeman's arrival, by^lctteri 
both from London and Lifbon. 

The foreign merchants, efpeclally the Britifh, 
who arc by far the moft numerous, not only live 
in affluence themiclvesj but the natives follow 
their example, and are become more focial and 
polite, than even in the capital. 

The confol was a moft entcrtaininif compani^ 
dn, verfatile, fprightly, and communicative, and 
bad an admirable ikill in adapting himielf to the 
prefent company, of whatev^er nation or language 
it was. 

Sein|^ 
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Bring 3 fingle man, though preity far ady«nc- 
ed in life, his eftablilhment was fmall, though he 
ODPupied a v&cy fpacious houfe. His domesAics 
conik^ed o£ an old Portuguefe beldam pail eighty, 
and a young Galician boy. He had a large col* 
ieB&im of books on many different fubjeifts 5 and 
when Ifcc invited his countrymen to take up their 
irefidence with him during their ftay, he fwore he 
could find them nothing but clean beds and ^a 
breakfafl -, as for dinners and fuppers, it was the 
bufinefs of the city to provide them ; and indeed 
they had fo many invitations of that kind, that it 
ura^ impoflihle to accept them all. 

The library was always open, and as it was 
weU flocked with books fuited to all taHes, they 
generally {p&a^ fome time there in the morning. 
The young priefl, John Carlos in particular, was 
quite tranfported with this opportunity of improv- 
ing bimfelf ; and the conful was fo pleafed^wi^ 
bis ingenuous manners, that he readily aOliled his 
Undies* 

The conful, being a man of fcience, had form- 
ed an obfervatory, and was well provided with 
inftruments. He was in the habit of making ex- 
periments in eledricity and optics ^ and on this 
account, had twice received the honour of a vifit 
from the commiffaries of the holy inquilition at 
Coimbra ; having been reported as a magician, 
who by the help of the devil, drew the thunder- 
bolts from the clouds into his own garden. It 
feems he had fixed a long bar of iron hodzontal- 
ly over his houfe, from one end of which was 
fofpended an iron chain, which reaching a flower 
plot under his windows, the lightning had feve- 
XsA times in a thunder florm^ made fmall holes 
In the foft earxb> and on one occalion^ had feat- 
i tered 
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tered his flower8> about and made a confidcrable 
opening. 

This was much talked of in the city, and the 
priefis, with their ufual ignorance, had reported 
him as pradifing the black artj but the commif- 
faries of the inquidtion, being men of candour 
and reflexion, were convinced of the innocence 
of his purfuits and even much entertained by his 
philofophic ftudies. 

In the company of this gentleman^ our author 
felt himfelf perfe^ly happy 5 but he had reafon 
<o expe^ this pleafure could not be of long dura< 
tion, as Lord Freeman, whom he was determined 
not to leave, was in hourly expe6tation of being 
fummoned to Liibon. His lord (hip had confi- 
dentially infdrmcd him, that he had lately receiv- 
ed letters from a faithful fervant, Hationed at 
Liibon, in which he was made acquainted, that 
his deareft Donna Lucretia, after recovering fafe- 
ly from the fmall-pox in Etigland, was foon ex- 
pe6^d in Lifbon j and that he had been, hitherto, 
employing the interval of their reparation, in vi- 
fiting the different parts of Portugal, merely to 
fill up the time agreeably. 

One evening they were invited to an affembly, 
at the houfe of a Portuguefe nobleman, who much 
affected the company of the Englifh. After tea, 
coffee, and fweatroeats had been ferved in abund- 
ance, a coniiderable part of the company flood np 
to country dances, while the reft retired to two 
adjoining apartments, where card tables were 
placed. 

At one of them the eldeft fon of the family 
held a faro bank, which foon drew much com- 
pany to it. After playing feme time at this game, 
our author, in looking round the tablc^ to his fur- 
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prife» faw three or four of the domeflics, who had 
ierved them with tea and coffee, feated fatniliar« 
\y at the table, and punting and converfing on 
the mo(l intimate footing. Mr. Coftigan remark- 
ed this feemkig impropriety to the conful, who 
aflured him, it was the univerfal cuftom here ; 
and faid the Portuguefe were ihocked at the im- 
proper and fevere diflance at which the Engliih 
kept their fervants, treating them more like Haves 
than humble friends and attendants; whereas 
tliey thought, gentle and familiar treatment 
bade much fairer for conciliating their affedions 
and infuring their fidelity. There certainly is 
much humanity in this theory ; but how far it is 
poffible to carry it into prai^ice among Engliih 
domedics, is no eafy matter to determine. 

Soon after their arrival at Oporto, the governor 
carried them to pay their refpeds to the chief 
governor of the city and diftriA. His excellency 
was old and infirm, and almoll worn down to a 
Skeleton, but had a monfirous prominent eagle 
nofe. His capacity was very weak, and talents 
he had none ; yet he was a well meaning man, 
and feldom did harm if he did no good, which is 
faying much for a Portuguefe fidalgo. 

His lady was alfo pretty far advanced in years, 
but reckoned fenfible anc) polite. She had for- 
merly been handfome, and literally painted up to 
the ears ; for the latter were of the fome red hue 
as the reft of her face. SJie had been thrice mar- 
ried, and had brought more than twenty children 
into the world, who, in the mafculine line, were 
all remarkable for an invincible ftupidity ; and 
in the female, for a turn for gallantry and in« 
trigae. 
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Porto, or Oporto, as it is generally called, is the 
fecond city in the kingdom, and is faid to contain 
thirty thoufand inhabitants. Many Englifh fa- 
milies refide here, who are chiefly engaged in the 
wine trade. T/ie fadory maintains a clergyman, 
who officiates at each houfe in rotation. 

Oporto and its luburb, Villanova, are each 
built on a hill, with the Douro running betwixt 
them. There is no bridge over this river, b^caufe 
it is apt to overflow its banks, and to increafe 
with fucli rapidity, that no ftru6kure could with- 
Hand its impetuolity. Even fliips are fometimes 
forced out to fe>a by it, and loll on the fands^ or 
daflied againft the fliores. 

Chairs and litters are commonly ufed here in 
bad weather 5 and the boats on the river have an 
awning, like the Venetian gondolas. 

The merchants aflemble daily in the chief 
Hreet to tranfad their bufinefs, ^nd are proteded 
from the fun by fail-cloths hung acrofs from the 
oppofite houfes. The chief article of commerce, 
is wine, of which twenty thoufand pipes are an- 
nually exported, eighty thoufand are the ufual 
annual produce 5 fo that three-fourths are con- 
fumed in the country. Some of the wine vaults 
belonging to the merchants are capable of con« 
taining (ix or feven thoufand pipes. 

Our travellers viiited the great cathedral 
church, which is an old extenlive building, with- ' 
out fymmetry, and con fids of many parts patched 
together without defign. Even did it pbifeft 
^ny beauties, its fltuation is mod unpropitious 
for a difplay of them. 

They entered another church without the 
walls, denominated that of the poor clergy. It 
has a tall, ill-proportioned fteeple, which has been 
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raifed at a vaft expence. The infide is orna- 
mented, or rather disfigured, with a profufion of 
carving and gilding, without the fhadow of tafte 
or arrangerfient. 

They next came tp the church of the bare- 
footed Carmelites, a new ftrudture, the whole 
front of which is covered with carving in ftonej 
but in the fame bad tafte. The pediment is crown- 
ed with three monftrous and ill-proportioned fi- 
gures, reprefenting Faith, Hope, and Charity. 
Within are thirteen different altars, all very rich- 
ly ornamented up to the very roof, but in the 
iDofl tadelefs Hyle. 

The great Francifcan convent, almoft oppofite 
to the confuFs houfe, is a new fabric, and confifts 
of two large fquares, of four ftories high, with a 
fpacious and well-lighted corridor in the centre of 
each, and the cells of the friars on each fide, to 
the number of two hundred and fifty. The fii- 
ars, as foon as they faw the Britifh conful within 
their walls, crowded round him out of refpe6t. 
The father guardian was a tall flout man, with a 
pair of fpe<5acles before his great goggle eyes 5 
and his thick yellow cordon had five large knots 
on it, in commemoration of the five wounds of 
Chrifl. He gave the conful a hearty embrace, 
cxpreffing his pleafure at feeing him, and that he 
wifhed for fome more of his advice in finifhing 
the buildings of the convent, which he faid he 
was afraid could not be concluded within his tri- 
ennial adminiflration j as the friars now brought 
him little more than was necefTary for the daily 
fubfiftence of the convent. He complained that 
he had no time to think of his own falvati'on, 
from the necefTary vigilance to keep the young 
friars from rambling, and to fend the old ones to 
T 2 preach. 
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preflch> and bring back charities to the conrent y 
and that, what between the gadding difpoiitioa 
of the young friars and the lazinefs of the old> fait 
choir was never more than half full. 

The conful heard and condoled with him in 
liis pious labours, and encouraged him to proceed 
in the fame refolution -, afTuring him he was con- 
vinced that it was by the interpofition of the fc- 
raphic St. Francis himfelf that his reverence had 
been called to fuch a perilous and difficult charge, 
in fuch critical times -, and nothing lefs than his 
profound judgment and capacity could be equal 
to fuch a taik. This lad compliment feemed. to 
tickle the vanity of the father extremely, and as 
It was impoliible to fay a better thing, they took 
their leave. 

On coming out, they obferved engraved over 
the great gate of the convent, in capital letters 
in Portuguefe, " The Virgin, our lady, was con- 
ceived and born immaculate, and without origi- 
nal fin." This is a favourite tenet among the 
Spaniards and Portuguefe, and has occafioned as 
much ill blood, as if it were an article of belief 
abfolutely neceflary to falvation. The folly of 
controverfy was never more egregioufly difplay- 
cd than in the defence and attack of this un- 
meaning dodribe ; but it would be tedious and 
difgraceful to human intelligence to enter into 
its hidory. 

In their various perambulations round the ci- 
ty, their notice was attrafted by a large roadive 
building, very high, with iron grates and bars be- 
fore the windows. This the conful informed 
them was the tribunal of the high court of juftice 
for the city, and all the northern provinces of the 
kingdom* 
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Lord Freeman obferved, that he did not think' 
it a favourable indication of diflributive jufticey 
to fee fuch ample provifion made for criminals 
and prifoners ; and alked if there was a general 
jail delivery from tim^ to time ? The conful af- 
fured them there was no fuch thing ; that in al- 
moft all civil fuits and litigations, fentence was 
obtained in favour of that perfon who could muf- 
ter mod empenhos; that in criminal procefTes, 
when fentence is duly palTed, it is feldom execut- 
ed, unlefs when a culprit is declared innocent ; 
for then, with a fmall empenho, he may obtaia 
his liberty J and even wheVi capitally convicted, he 
can by the fame means, obtain a perpetual proro- 
gation of the execution of the fentence. 

They requefted the conful would inform 4hem 
what the meaning of an empenho was, for they 
did not underftand it. ♦' An empenho," replied 
he, *' is an a6t, wjiereby a perfon in habits of 
friendihip with another, invefted with power, 
interpofes earneftly in favour of a third perfon, 
moft commonly a worthlefs chara6ter, in order to 
obtain for him, againft charity, reafon, and juf- 
tice, fome i'pecial grace he does not deferve, or to 
avert the pains and penalties he may juflly have 
incurred.'* 

'* But," added he, " I will explain this to you 
by an example. Two coulin-germans of this 
province of Entre Douro e Minho, both men of 
fome property, one a private gentleman and the 
other an officer, entertained a violent jealoufy of 
each othcpon account of a lady. This jealoufy 
rofe to fuch a height, th^t the private gentleman, 
accompanied by his fervants, one day uaylaid his 
coufin the officer j and finding him without arms, 
or any means of defence, ordered him to be horfe* 
T 3 3itizedbyGoogvhipped 
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ixrhipped by a negro. To this affront he was 
obliged to fubmit -, but after he had received the 
ilripes, he laid hold of his beard, and told the ag- 
greflbr, that fuch an atrocious injury Ihould not 
be forgotten. The other perfe6tly undcrftood the 
meaning of his iign and expreflions 5 and imme- 
-diately^abfconded for the fpace of three years. 

" At the expiration of that period, thinking 
iis couiin's rage muft have fubiided, he returned 
to his eftate 5 but never ventured abroad but in 
the fame litter with his lifter, fuppoling Ihe would 
be bis protedion from the cavalier j who, from 
the time that he was horfewhipped, never ap- 
peared more in the regiment, never heard mafs» 
and never ihaved his beard, having folemnly 
fworu he would do neither till he had wiped off 
his difgrace. All the while he was fkulking 
^bout the country in the drefs of a hermit j and 
having found that his couiin was returned to his 
country houfe, he got together fome companions, 
and attacked him one evening near his own home, 
while his fifter was in the litter with him. Stop- 
ping the vehicle, he politely defired the lady to 
alight, as he had fome bufinefs to fettle'with her 
brother ; and as fopn as Ihe complied, he drew a 
a piftol from his fleeve> and Ihot his coufin through 
the head, difcharging a iecond through his heait, 
as he lay weltering in his blood. 

*' With the moft perfect fang froid, he then 
aiked a thoufandv pardons of the lady for inter- 
rupting her J and begged to know whither ihe 
wifhed to be conduced. She told him to a cer- 
tain nunnery, about ten miles off, where, having 
fafely lodged her, he took his leave. 

" This (ione, he returned to his regiment, re- 
ported himfelf again fit for duty, drefled and ap- 
peared 
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peared on the parade as uftial 5 and made no 
lecret of the horrid tranfa6Hon in which he had 
l)een engaged. The nobility juftified and ap- 
plauded him 5 and obferved that a man of birth 
and education could do no lefs, to vindicate his 
reputation. 

" Mean time my friend, the bolonel of the re- 
giment, received the whole procefs and depofi- 
tioiis relative to the murder, on which the civil 
magiftrate of the diftrift is by law enjoined to 
proceed within a limited time j and if the delin- 
quent is in the army, the magiftrate then remits 
the procefs, duly figned and fealed, to the com- 
manding officer of the regiment, in order to his 
being there tried according to the articles of war. 

" As foon as it was known that the colonel of 
the regiment had received the procefs, a noble- 
man of this city, knowing the intimate footing I 
was on with the commanding officer, came to me, 
requefting a ftrong letter of empenho to him, 
defiring that he would by no means proceed to a 
court martial againft the culprit, who, he faid, was 
a nobleman, and had behaved in this afiair like a 
man of honour j and that befides, he was nearly 
related to his wife, who joined in foliciting this 
favour of me. 

" I was fenfible it was in vain to argue this 
nriatter with him, fo ftrong are prejudices here, 
and fo rooted are falfe notions of honour and 
courage. However, I could not refrain from tell- 
ing him my opinion of it : which I affured. him 
would be that of my friend the colonel alfo. I 
told him, that a perfon who was guilty of fuch a 
daftardly murder, ought to be hunted from focie- 
ty ; and that I was certain, fhould the gates of hell 
open before the eyes of my friend, the command- 
"^ jitizedbyGoogi ing 
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ing officer, he would not fhrink from his duty> 
nor regard empenhos. 

** The nobleman coolly replied, Mr. Conful, you 
are well acquainted with the manners and preju- 
dices of this country, and every country has its 
prejudices. You know there is no relifting a let- 
ter of empenho, even to a beggar, and much lefs 
to a pcrfon of my rank and confequence; that 
fuppoling my wife's relation to be really the 
wretch you paint him, he has for that very rea-- 
fon the more need of prote6tion j that a man of 
virtue and probity has fufficient fecurity in his 
own character) and that, when I once grant my 
intereil and protedion even to a criminal of the 
blacked d>e, the queftion runs no more on the 
merits or demerits of the party ; but it is whether 
or not my authority is to be regarded or refpeft- 
ed by the perfon I apply to, and in whofe power 
it is to protect that criminal from the rigour of 
the law." 

" I continued to aflure him, that my letter 
would be of no ufe in this cafe : ' no matter for 
that,* faid he, * give it me — the reft will be at 
your friend, the colonel's peril.' Such gentlemen, 
added the conful, is a true and home example of 
the nature of an fempenho. The criminal, after a 
long imprifonment, at the commencement of the 
prelcnt reign, was not only pardoned, but reftor- 
ed to his rank." On this miferable proftitution of 
juRice and right, it is needlefs to make any re- 
marks ! 

Having fatisfied their curioiity in the city and 

environs, they refolved to take a more diftant ex- 

curfionintothecountryj and direded their courfe, 

firft to Villa de Conde, The whole province 

jed better peopled and cultivated than any 



COSTIGAN*S TRAVELS. 0/05 

Other they had feen in Portugal ; probably ariiing 
^Tom the fpirit of commerce at Oporto, which 
i^reads over the whole. 

The convent of nuns was the only objeft at 
"Villa de Conde worth notice. In it the beft fe- 
male blood of (he province refides j for the nobi- 
lity being miferably poor and proud, rather than 
match their daughters with thofe beneath them, 
force them]into this convent, to ftarve in charader, 
regardlefs of their inclinations. 

Remounting their horfes, they took the road to 
the ancient city of Braga, the Bracara Augufla 
of the Romans, which lies about fix leagues from 
the coaft. The road was pleafant, and chiefly 
linedr with the dwarf oak, entwined with the 
vine. The plains between the high grounds 
were regularly divided by quickfet hedges, and 
well flocked with cattle grazing. 

As they approached Braga, the beauty of its fi- 
^ tuation, on a fifie riiing ground, flruck tbem ex- 
ceedingly, and they imagined it muft be a large 
and populous place in itfelf. On entering it, 
however,^ they were completely undeceived j ^for 
except in a few flreets> where fome hatters and 
Bailors were at work, every thing wore the ap- 
pearance of melancholy ftillnefs and quiet, ill ac- 
cording with the charafter of a thriving city. 

A feeble attempt had been made to introduce 
the filk manufadory^here -, but it failed for want 
of fupport* 

The conful, who was their attendant in this 
excurfion, introduced them to one of the canons 
of the great cathedral, with whom they fupped. 
They found him to be one of the mofl liberal mind- 
ed ecclefiadics they had ever m«t with in a Catholic 
couutry, lit was exceedingly fcrupulous indeed 
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in repeating his canonical hours, and other dallj 
lelfons of his Breviary ; but not to lofe time, he 
would munnble them over at intervals, when the 
converfation in company was not very interefting, 
or in ihort when he had nothing more agreeable 
to engage him. He profefled his averfion to the 
celibacy of the clergy, and in pra^icc difowned 
it in effect. A fine young woman at the head of 
his table wa& known to be his own daughter, 
though fhe went under the common appellation of 
niece. He owned that he had three fons in the 
army, and that the fourth was intended to fill his 
own place. Before he was a father, he faid he 
never loved fociety fo well, nor interefted himfelf 
fo much in its happinefs; and that, in fa€t, he 
was become a better man and a better fubjeft 
fincc he had contraded the endearing ties of 
children, though he could not publicly acknow- 
ledge them. 

From Braga they proceeded to Guimaraens, an 
inland town, diilant three leagues, remarkable for 
nothing but becaufe it was the origin and firft 
feat of Fortuguefe royalty, where their firft king, 
Don Aflbngo Henriques, was born, in 1 109. 

In their return to Braga, as they were defcend- 
ing the mountain called Falperra, they had a no- 
ble view of the city, and of a beautiful country 
round it. On this fight the conful t)bferved, what 
a difference there was between it now and when 
it was the capital of the kings of the Suevi, who 
for ages had pofTeffed extenfive power in that part 
of Spain. 

On their arrival at Braga, the conful found a 
letter from Porto, incloling one for Lord Free- 
man, from Lifbon, in which he received notice 
that his miftrefo Donna Lucretia, had juft landed 

from 
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from England; and that her father and a rich 
Brazil merchant were' engagedin a treaty of mar- 
riage rcfpefting her. 

Spurred by this intelligence, they foon after 
returned to Oporto, and after a farcwel enter- 
tainment, they took leave of all their friends there, 
except the conful, who accompanied them next 
morning to a nobleman's houfe; where he had 
fent previous notice they intended to have the 
honour of dining. 

, At the head of the table fat two ^oung ladies, 
wrapped up in baize cloaks; and the gentlen^en, 
to the number of a dozeti, appeared in the fame 
mean drefs, having all cloaks over their waift- 
coats. The moft decent looking perfoi^s, indeed, 
at table, were three Capuchin friars, who had on 
new habits, which ftunk fo abominably of oil, 
that our countr)'men were nearly fufFocated. Yet 
in this iliabby company, the word excellencia was 
bandied about from the one to the other, in a 
manner that excited the laughter of the ftrangers, 
when they contemplated the appearance of the 
perfons to whom if was applied. 

Dinner being over, they took an afFedionate 
leave of the conful, and continued their journey 
near five leagues farther on the road to Coimbra. 
Their horfes being quite tired, and being impa- 
tient to get on, it was now propofed to ride poft 
on aifes. In all the towns and villages on the 
road, between Porto and Santarem, they found 
jniferable little afles conftantly to be hired, which 
ran like lightning to the next town ; but not a 
ftep farther would they go. This mode of tra- 
velling is at the rate of two pence for a Portu- 
guefe league, ©r not quite three farthings an Eng- 
Uih mile. 
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Next day they reached Coimbra, to dinner. 
This i« an univerfity, and is fituated on a hill, 
near the river Mondego, over which is a very 
longj low bridge. Some Englifh families refide 
here. This city is famous for its curious cups 
and boxes of horn. 

At the inn where they flopped, in the ftreet of 
St. Sophia, which is full of churches and con- 
vents, they could find nothing to eat 3 and though 
very iharp fet by hunger, were engaging a ca- 
laih driver to carry them to Santarera, when they 
were accofted by a^tall thin gentleman, in the 
drefs of an oflBcer, who told them that, under- 
Handing they were Englifhmen, and that they 
were at a lofs for a dinner, he ihould be happy 
in their company to take a ihare of his. This 
kind offer they readily accepted. They foon dif- 
covered, from the drefs, complexion, and accent of 
the officer's lady, that fhe was a native of Ger- 
many > and it appeared from her converfation, 
that (he was not very partial to her adopted 
country, nor to her own private fi tuation in it. 
They had a very fine little boy, into whofe hands 
Lord Freeman flipped a purfe at parting : and re- 
fuming their journey on affcs, next day reached 
Santarem, where they found Lord Freeman's fer- 
vant ready, waiting with a fix-oared barge to 
convey them to Lilbon. 

To form any tolerable idea of Lifbon, it is ne- 
ceffary to imagine an extent of fhore on a fpa- 
cious river, capable of receiving every kind of 
{hipping, and pouring its waters immediately in- 
to the Atlantic Ocean. With regard to its local 
fituation, it is far preferable to any other on the 
continent of Europe, for an extended commerce 
with all parts of the earth, particularly with 
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America. In a word, when we confider the fa- 
lubrity of the climate, the natural produftions of 
the country, and other advantages, we are filled 
with admiration, and confefs how bountiful na- 
ture has been 5 but at the fame time feel, how 
, little her munificent giAs have been improved. 

Beckoning from the villages of Pedrou^os and 
Belem, on the fliore below the city, to which they 
are now joined by a continuation of buildings, 
I.i{bon reaches aloBg the beach from ^\ to feven 
Engliih miles, with a great variety of breadths 
towards the country, on the high grounds, which 
generally rife one behind the other, though there 
are fome valleys between. The principal is that 
Cn which ftands the fine ftreet, called the Rua 
Augufta, overlooked on one fide by the Caftle of 
Lilbon, and on the other by a quarter of the city 
called Bairo Alto, which poflefling an elevated 
lituation, enjoys an endlefs variety of profpeds, 
from the different pofitions of the houfes. 

This city is built on feven fleep hills, in which 
refpedt it refembles ancient Rome, though there 
is certainly no other fimiliarity between them. 
The flreets are very ill paved, with fmall iharp 
flones ; and at night, as they are not lighted, it 
is by no 'means advifable to walk about alone. 

The high commanding grounds, in or about 
the city, are entirely occupied with chapels, 
churches, and large extenfive convents 5 which, 
with their gardens, orchards, and vineyards, con- 
fume a vaft deal of fpace, and give a fallacious 
appearance of extent. 

All the ftreets, laid out and built fince the ter- 
rible earthquake on the 1ft of November 1755, 
are ftraight, regular, and moftly fpacious, running 
at right angles to each other. The houfes are 
generally two or three ftories higb^ with no other 
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chimney but that of the kitchen. They are 
built of a kind of coarfe marble, and have iroa 
balconies and wooden lattices to the ground floor j 
but are little remarkable for archite&ural beauty. 

After the fad cataftrophe of Lifbon, the Mar- 
quis of Pombal and his archite6t, M. Mardel, laid 
out the general plan of the new city ; and while 
that minifter was in power, the buildings were 
carried on with great fpirit, according to the ori- 
ginal defign 5 but immediately on the acceffion 
of the prefent queen, a flop was put to fome ufe- 
ful public ftrudures, and the workmen w,ere 
taken off to build a new convent of vaft extent 
and expence, dedicated to the Heart of Jefus, and 
intended for the reception of nuns. This con- 
vent certainly never entered into the contempla- 
tion of Pombal j and indeed, it runs exactly acrofs 
the great avenue or road he intended Ihould lead 
from the city to the new palace. 

The Marquis of Pombal, who, with all his faults, 
was certainly a chara6ter much fuperior to the 
generality of his countrymen, made the rebuild- 
ing of the city his favourite object for many ye^rg. 
On this he laviftied money freely, and fpared no 
pains in taking care that the public buildings 
Ihouid be as commodious and magnificent as pof- 
fible. 

The great fquare in which the principal public 
ftru6tures were ereded, he called Plaga de Com- 
mercio, or the place of trade. This fquare he 
confidered as the great refidential theatre of the 
whole trade of Portugal with foreign nations, as 
well as with its own colonies, and where all the 
great caufes, in civil and criminal juftice, were to 
be heard and decided. In the centre, is an equef- 
trian ftatueof the late king, the pedeftal of which 
being gi one fingle fione^ i$ ib extremly ponde- 
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rous, that it is faid to have required eighty yoke 
Of oxen to drag it from the quarry. 

Mr. CoHigan fays, that from obfervation as 
well as enquiries, he is convinced the old city 
did not cover above one half of the ground that 
the prefent does ; at the fame" time that the num- 
ber of inhabitants v^^as nearly equal at both pe- 
riods. "" 

During fome centuries, after Portugal became 
an independent flate, Lilbon mufl have been ftill 
more confined in its extent, as it was entirely 
furrounded by a high wall, flanked with towers, 
in the fiylc of all the great Mooriih cities. From 
infpeAion, at prefent, nothing can be conceived 
more incommodious than the cxceffive narrow- 
nefs of the old ftreets, their fudden and irregular 
turnings and windings, thtir great declivity, and 
the impoflibility of ufing any wheel carriages in 
them. The houfes likewife projedted in fuch a 
manner, that the inhabitants of the upper apart- 
ments could literally (hake hands from the oppo- 
fite fide of the ftreet, by which means the light 
of the fun was excluded, and a freih current of 
air effedtually flopped. Such was the fituation 
of Lifbon before the earthquake 5 and thefe in- 
conveniences, added to a total want of cleanli- 
iiefs, may very fatisfadlorily account for the plague 
having fometimes vifited this place. 

Immediatly after their arrival in Lifbon, a Co- 
lonel Priolet, and the chaplain of the BritiQi fac- 
tory waited on them, to make a tender of their* 
civilities, in ihewing them the place. Next 
morning they fallied out to take a view of the 
city, whofe romantic fituation on hills and val- 
leys, defcending to the banks of a majellic 
river, full of fliipping, produces fuch a variety of 
U 2 . piQjurefque 
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pidurefque views at every new ftation, as arc ex- 
tremely captivating. Indeed^ every diftant pro- 
Iped 18 as eminently beautiful, as the fpot im- 
mediately under the eye is ngufeous and difguft* 
iog. In fa6t, the ftreets are never thoroughly 
cleaned, although. there is an eftablifhed cbntrad 
with fcavengers. Every fort of filth is difcharg- 
ed in the night, and often in the day, into the 
ftreets ; which would be much more naafeoos 
than they really are, were not alraoll evtry thing 
devoured by fwarms of ftarving dogs. It is, how- 
ever, impodible to walk the city without having 
the olfadory nerves very fen fibly -offended. 

It may be fuppofed, that Lord Freeman was 
not long before he had an interview with his be- 
loved Donna Lucretia. Our author condads ins 
hero at lad to the altar j but through all theintri- 
caci9s and obftacles that excite interefl in a mo- 
dern novel, and very little in the ftyle of a fober 
traveller. We therefore rejed all this part of 
his work, as being neither illuftrative of manners 
nor place in any particular degree 5 and only ac- 
company him through fuch (ituations and details 
as are calculated to give a proper idea of the 
country and people. 

The firft vifit to the Marquis of Pancorvo, the 
father of Donna Lucretia, is thus defcribed : 

Their arrival was announced by three or four 
tolls of a bell, which hung near the porters 
apartment. Four men appeared in fhabby live- 
ries, and after feveral very low bows, walked fo- 
lemnly before them up ftairs, and then delivered, 
them over to two elderly men in regimentals, 
who conduced them in the iam^ ceremonious 
ner through two large rooms, with white 

walis^ 
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walls, into a third hung with old a^ras, where 
they begged they would be feated. 

The apartment wfis large, lofty, and gloomy. . 
The windows were without ghfs, and were iliad- 
ed with crimfon damalk curtains, which likewife 
concealed the doors. After waiting about fif- 
teen minutes, the beautiful Donna Lucretia bolted 
from behind one of the curtains. She was in a 
loofe flowing drefs of Indian lluH j her hair was 
fancifully difpofed, and her whole appearance 
was angelic. 

Soon after, the marrLlonef?, preceded by the 
two gentlemen in uniformSj and fupported by a 
third in full drefs, walked gravely into the room. 
She was tall and thin, but looked like a woman 
of faflHon,and had the remains of beauty. Lord 
Freeman and our author were introduced to her as 
llrangersj ihe received them with politenefs, and 
apologized for her fptaking fuch indifferent Eng- 
liih, from want of pra6licc\ A beautiful rofary 
was twifted about her Itft arm, to the end of 
which was attached a fparkling diamond crofs. 

Immediately after, his excellency, the marquis, 
made his appeara'nce, ulhered in with the ufual 
ceremony. He was a fat little man, labouring 
under his own weight, and every motion indicat- 
ed effort. He had jufl rifen from his fella, and 
had on a light cloak, under which he wore a 
fcarlet waiftcoat, with long flaps, which depend- 
ed to his knees. His head was covered with a 
fine cap, bordered with Bruflels lace. 

On the Grangers being prefented to him, he 
ihook them by the hand, ^and laughed heartily j 
aifuping them that he was overjoyed to fee them ; 
and that they might command every thing in his 
power. 

U 3 r- • T He 
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He then took a chair, being fatigued with hit 
compliments, and orilered fomis. liquid fweet- 
meats, which he wafhed down with a large gla£s 
of water. 

In a ihort time the fervants introduced tea and 
chocolate, and one of them whifpered the mar- 
quis, on which, making an apology to the com- 
pany of bufinefs, he went out, and returned no 
more. His place was, however, foon fupplied 
by his fon, the Vifcount Baldiorra, with his friend 
and companion, Father Dominic. -The old lady's 
countenance feemed to brighten up at the ap- 
pearance of her fon. Lord Freeman endeavour- 
ed to enter into converfation with him 5 but he 
bluntly told him, that he underftood neither 
French nor EngUfh, and then turned to his fa^ 
vourite Dominic. 

The general converfation was far from being 
interefting; and after a ihort time they took 
their leave. On the firft Friday of I^nt, thpre 
is always a great general proceffion here, in com- > 
memoration of our Saviour's being led out of Je- 
rufalem, bearing his crofs. Our countrymen 
having dined in the vicinity, went on the eve of 
that proceffion to the church of St. Roque, to fee 
the king, queen, and court kifs the feet of our 
Lord, as is cuftomary on that occafion. 

The figure of our Saviour was much larger than 
life, and was kneeling on one knee, and rifingon 
the other leg, in the a6t of lifting up the heavy 
crofs laid on its ihoulders. It was fet out in the 
middle of the church, ready to be carried in a 
kind of private procefljon, that evening, to the 
church of the Convent of Grace, from wheixcc 
the grand proceffion was to move next day ; and 
t|iofe who were to accompany it, only waited the 

^ arr iva 
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arrival of the court to pay their devotions^ before 
they fet out. 

Meanwhile the facriiiaD, for a fmall fee, carri- 
cd our countrymen to furvey the miraculous 
image. After having kiffed its foot, he ihewcd 
them a deep wound in the leg, which a Jew had 
given it with a knife, on being permitted to ap- 
proach it, under pretence of adoration. The fa- 
criidan aifured them, that the knife of this infa- 
mous Ifraelite pierced deep into the leg, the 
fame as if it had been a6tual fleih, and that there 
iflued from the wound a quantity of blood, which 
was carefully preferved at that time, and annu- 
ally expofed on the great altar, for the venera- 
tion of the faithful. 

He then fhewei the mark of teeth on another 
part of the leg, which he affirmed happened in 
the fubfequent manner. An Infidel Moor com- 
ing to Lilbon on fome bufinefs, a aealous Domi- 
nican friar undertook *to convert him. After 
many fquabbles and arguments, for and againil 
the Chriflian religion, the Moor attacked his an- 
lagonift moft feverely on the article of images^ 
which the Mahometans detell. 

The friar, to fupport the authority of the holy 
Bonian church, told him what happened to this 
image, when the Jew ftabbed it ; to which the 
other replied he did not believe it, and defired to 
be iliewn the mark. Accordingly the next day, 
the friar conduced him to the church for that 
purpofe« and the Mahometan approaching his 
face, as if to examine the wound more attentive- 
ly, gave the leg a bite, wben, to his utter confu- 
fion and -aftonifhment, he found it was warm 
ile(h, which yielded to his teeth, and they enter- 
ed deep into it. 
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The fame Moor, the legend reports, was im- 
mediately baptized, and ferved many years after- 
wards as under facriftan of this very church, and 
died in the greateft odour of fanftity. The 
marks of teeth are certainly very vifible, whether 
from fuch a caufe, we leave our readers to deter- 
mine. Be that as it may, the image has ever 
lince been held in the higheft veneration ; and 
fo much rcfpeded, that the royal family and the 
court came yearly on the eve of the procellion, to 
wor(hip it ; which ceremony they devoutly per- 
formed on this occafion, to the great edification 
of numerous fpedators. 

After their majefties and the court had retired, 
and the proceffion had left the church, the facrif- 
tan led them to fee the famous chapel of St. John 
the Baptift, which king John V. had procured to 
be made at Rome at an enormous expence. In 
order to confecrate it, the pope fa id the fir ft mafs 
in it there, after which it was taken to pieces, 
carefully packed up, and brought hither with the 
fame artificers to put it up again. 

Afrer examining this chapel, which is full of 
Mofaic paintings, and decorated with a magnifi- 
cent gold lamp, and two very mafly (ilver gilt 
candleflicks, the facriftan led them to the great 
altar, where, drawing alide a long damalk cur- 
tain, they difcovered a magnificent image of the 
Virgin, with the child Jefus in her arms. The 
Virgin was moft fplendidly dreifed in robes of 
gold ; and a crown, ornamented with large ftones 
of various colours, encircled her head. She was 
mounted on a crefcent, and all around her were 
painted ftars in gold, on an azure ground. Her 
ilyle or title was the Lady of the Empyraeum. 

The 
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The child beld a fmall globe in one hand^ and si 
fceptre in the other. 

The facriftan affiared them, that the child in 

\he Virgin's arms grew fenfibly every year j that 

they cut his finger and toe nails frequently, the 

parings whereof had been carefully preferved^ 

and he farther aflSrmed, referring, for the truth 

cf it, to the regifler of the church, that about 

two hundred years ago, the child ufed |o defcend 

from its mother's arms, at the invitation of two 

children of its own fize, who then came into the 

church to vifit it J and that they had often been 

feen together eating their afternoon's repaft on 

Ihe fteps of the altar 5 that afterwards the child 

Jefus informed them they ihould be called ta 

beaven on the next afcenfion day, which happen* 

ed accordingly, and they were both found dead 

on their knees before the Virgin, with their hands 

joined in the attitude of prayer. Their relicks 

were carefully depofited under the fame altar^ 

and an annual feitival was inilituted in comme- 

jnoration of fuch a miracle. 

The facriiian next Ihewed them a famous cru- 
cifix, which was brought and delivered to Father 
]Montoya, by the hands of angels 3 and alTerted 
that it had often been heard in converfation with 
this venerable prieft. 

Though the facrifian evidently fpoke no more 
than he had been taught to believe, and what 
other good Catholics do believe, he was evident- 
ly difordered in his fenfes. It appeared he be- 
longed to a family of great diftin^ion 5 but hav- 
ing, when young, committed a murder, accom- 
panied with many aggravating circumfiances, to 
fave his family from difgrace, he had been per- 
mitted to efcape to Ilome> where he long did pe- 

^ nanec 
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nance on the fteps of St. Peter's, till he at laft ob- 
'tained his pardon)a»id was fent back with recom- 
mendatory letters for the office of facrillan of this 
church. 

Several of the other churches of Lirt)on defer ve 
notice from the carious. The patriarchal church, 
as it is called, Hands on the top of one of the fe- 
ven hills on wTiich Lilbon is built. The great 
altar is placed under the dome, and has a canopy 
over it, fupported by four fpirally twitted columns 
of gilt wood. In this ftru6ture is a very large 
organ, with horizontal pipes. Indeed moft of 
the organs in Spain and Portugal are built in 
that manner. 

At the Marquis of Villa Nova's levee, our au- 
thor met with feveral perfons attending for re- 
drefs, who gave the hiftory of their particular 
hardlhips. Some of them fliew the turpitude of 
the Portuguefe charader in the blackell light. 
We lay the narrative of one or two fuppliauts to 
that minifter before our readers. 

An officer, to whom they were introduced by 
Colonel Priolet, gave the following extraordinary 
account of himfclf. 

" I was lieutenant colonel in one of the regi- 
ments at Goa, in the Eaft Indies, about nine years 
ago; when a troop of the plundering Mhartta 
Indians came down from the mountains of Gattc, 
and rifled ibme of the plantations on the main 
land, about three leagues from the ifland on 
which Goa (lands. 

The viceroy, thinking it his duty to chaftifc 
fuch a piece of infolence, ordered a detachment 
of two hundred men to be ready on the parade in 
the evening for that purpofe. As foon his inten- 
tions were known, numerous were the applica- 
tions 
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tions for the command of this party ; but from 
his excellency's partiality for me, I was appoint- 
ed to this bulinefs ; and had a fealed paper put 
into my hands, which I was not to open till I 
had pafled the ferry^ and marcl^ed a league into 
the ^ountry. 

I accordingly proceeded to execute my com-* . 
million in darknefs and fileAce,*when my ad- 
vanced guard foon began firing, after we paflfed 
the ferry 5 and convinced me that an enemy was 
at hand. Some of the lliot coming among my 
men, they irvTlantly threw down their arms in a 
panic, and calling on our Lady of Alhftance, ' 
made their efcape, and all arrived fafeat the gar- 
rifon, but without their arms. Next morning 
about ten, I reached the fame place, when the 
viceroy ordefed me into arrell for breach of duty, 
and to be tried by a court martial, which he or- 
dered to affemble. I had now leifure to opea 
my inftru(Stions, which the flight of my men pre- 
vented my doing the night before. They were 
couched in the following terms: 

" The two generals in chief of this expe^di- 
tion, are St. Francis Xavier, of the Indies, and 
St. Anthony of Lifbon ; under their orders Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Manoel Peflinga Tinoco will 
march with two hundred men, to chaftife the in- 
folence of the Mharattas, according to the direc- 
tions he ihall receive from his fuperior officers, 
and in obedience to their commands." 

My counfel, to whom I (hewed thefe inftruc- 
tions, advifed me to (land on my defence before 
the court martial, by alleging, I was not anfwer- 
able for the fuccefs of an expedition of which I 
had not the principal command; and that the 
two faints, and not 1, ought to be fummoned be- 
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fore the court. I did fo ; and made it evidently 
appear^ that I had never received any commands 
either from faint or man^ but thofe in that paper, 
which evidently pointed to future orders to be 
communicated. 

In confequence of this reprefentation, the 
court martial reported me nof guilty. Yet the 
viceroy was not fatisfied : he ftilT kept me a pri- 
foneo and in this fituation I remained for three 
years, without pay or other means of fubfiftencc, 
till a new viceroy was fent from Europe; with 
orders, as ufual, to fend home his predeceffor in 
irons. This, however, did not mend my fortune; 
I was fent home prifoner likewife ; and being a 
native of Brazil, when I landed in Portugal, I 
had neither money nor friend ; and had it not 
been for the charitable fathers of the convent of 
the Deliverance of Alcantara, who have furniflied 
.me with a dinner for thefe five years, I muft have 
perifhed of want. I have been dangling attend- 
ance fo long without effect -, yet dill wait the 
iflue of my memorials with holy patience, truft- 
ing in our Lady of the Deliverance for a good 
difpatch;* 

Another gentleman told a ftill more extraor- 
dinary and lamentable tale. His father, it ap- 
peared, was a reipedable country gentleman, of 
the province of Entre DouraeJVimho, and made 
annually a confiderable quantity of wine, which 
he fold to an Englilh merchant at Oporto. This 
^ gentleman, happy amidll his family and his 
friends, was taken up one night, by the court of 
inquiiition, on fome unknown charge, and all hit 
property confifcated ; though he had always been 
reckoned as good a Catholic as auf in Portugal. 

His 
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' His fon, the narrator of his father's fate, was 
furnifhed . by the Engliih merchant with money, 
to enable him to go to court, to folicit his father's 
enlargement, and to endeavour to procure juftice. 
After labouring for twelve months to no fort of 
purpofe, as no one would enter into difpute with 
the holy office, or could penetrate into its fecrets, 
he returned to Oporto ^ and offered his fervices to 
the merchant, to affift him in the management of 
hiswine bufinefs, as the only return he could make 
him. JStght years had nearly elapfed, when he one 
day received a letter jfrom the fon of a perfon who 
had been the author of all their calamities, though 
it had never been fufpeded before 5 faying, that 
his father lay at the point of death, and earneftly 
requeued an interview before he expired. 

The young gentleman inimediately fet off, and 
on entering the room, found the dving man fnr- 
tounded by his confeflbr and feveral priefls. 
•* You will remember," faid he to him, " that 
while I was one day riding along the road that 
runs through your eftate, and flopped hard by a 
crofs, fixed at the corner of one of your fields, 
your father and you were then beating and kill- 
ing a large ferpent, which had twitted itfelf 
about the fo6t of the crofs. It happened foon af- 
ter, that your father was called upon to make 
fome depofitions, which unknowingly afFeftcd 
•me. In revenge, I fubomed witneflfes who fwore, 
•before the court of inquifition, that your father 
had made it a frequent pradice, to come out in 
the morning early, and beat that crofe with his 
cane, and fpit upon it j in confequence of which 
he was taken up, though entirely innocent of the 
charge. This is what I wifhed to communicate, 
-and it is of this thatj with mv dying breath, I beg 
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your pardon, the pardon of God, and of all the 
good Catholic Chriftians here prefent/* 

Having procured an attefted copy of this 
confeflion^ the fon fet out with pleafure to 
procure the liberation of his father, which he did 
not doubt he fhould now accompHih. The ad: 
of faith, however, was not to be celebrated for 
fome time 5 and he was, therefore> obliged to 
wait. At lad it took place $ the names of the ac* 
cufed were called over, in the great hall of the 
inquiiition. Their different crimes and fentences 
were read by the fecretary of. the tribunal. He 
in vain tried to recognife his father among this 
miferable group. His name was^ however, call- 
ed, and he was declared innocent; bu.t judge 
what his feelings were, when, on making farther 
enquiry, he found that he had died in the pri- 
fons of the inquiiition, three years before 1, 

From that time he had remiained foliclting the 
recovery of his eftate,.tofled between the fecreta- 
ry of fiate and the inquiiitor general, without 
any profped of feeing a period ^p his pretenlions, 
as his property Hill remained In the poffelfion oif 
the holy office. Such are the baleful effects of 
fuperflition and tyranny ! 

Having vifited almoft every thing worth fee- 
ing in the city, and the immediate environs, they 
began to think of a few rnorediflant excurlions. 
Many iituations they found delightful by nature^ 
and that they only wanted a little aOfiflancefrom 
art, to convert them into an elyfium. 

They had heard much of the aquedu6t before 
they faw it ; and perhaps this made it in fome 
racafure difappoint their expcdations. It is, 
however, a noble work, and has the immenf^ 
Utility of coadudiog a fiae fiream to the cit^, 

^ which, 
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which, before its creiftion, was periihing for want 
of this neceffary element. It paifes over the vale 
of Alcantara, uniting two hills. The arches in 
this part are thirty-five in number, of which four- 
teen are very large; and fome of them three 
hundred and thirty- two feet high. There are 
ten fmaller arches near the city, and many more 
of ftill inferior dimenfions near the fource. The 
water is emptied into a large refervoir, at one of 
the extremities of Lifbon. 

The whole pile was ereded in 1748, and pro- 
videntially received no damage from the earth- 
quake in 1755. It is conftruded of a kind of 
white marble. The pillars which fupport the 
arches are fquare, and the largeft meafure thirty- 
three feet each fide, at the bafe. 

The outlets of the city are rendered lefs plea- 
fant by the high ftone walls, which every where 
-furround the orchards and vineyards, and inter- 
cept the profpeft. Farther on, the country is 
agreeably diverfified with groves of orange and 
lemon trees, intermixed with olive and vineyards. 
The roads are bordered with aloes, which, when 
In blofibm, make a fingular appearance in the 
eyes of the natives of a colder climate, where 
they blow fo rarely. 

' From Lifbon to Cintra are five leagues, over a 
rough pavement of large ftones. But the end of 
the journey richly compenfates for the labour of 
reaching it. Here the air is charmingly cool, and 
nature, undifguifed by art, exhibits her enchant- 
ing beauties without control. 

Our author was delighted with the ftupendoUs 

Tocks, wildly interfperfed with wood and water. 

The ancients called this place Promontorium 

Lunsj or the Promontory of the Moon 5 and no 
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fpot could give a nearer, or more dilUnd view of 
that luminary than where the temple of Cynthia 
flood, from whence comes the modem appellatiou 
Cintra. This place, however, is now occupied 
by a convent of dull ignorant monks, who are fo 
far from contemplating the beauty of the heavens^ 
for which their iitaation furnifhes fuch a fine op- 
portunity, that th^y are bound, by a vow of pro- 
fellional humility and obedience, never to lift 
their eyes from the earth. The profped is bound- 
lefs, from this almoft inacceiiible fpot 5 and pre* 
fents nothing but an afifemblage of beauties. 

From Cintra,. they croffed the country to the 
town of Oeyras, where (lands the country pa- 
lace of the late mini(ler> the Marquis of Pombal, 
not far from the caille of St. Julian, which they 
alfo vifited. The marquis's houfe is a very large, 
but irregular, building, with many fine apart-r 
ments, containing fome welUexecuted family por* 
traits. 

The gardens are very extenfive, but laid out in 
a very bad tade, or rather in a tafle of ftudied 
economy; it being evidently the intention to 
turn every thing to profit. They are full of 
orange, lemon, and mulberry trees, with a large 
building for filk worms. On one fide of tbe 
garden is a wine prefs, with all tbe necefikry con* 
veniences, and adjoining a noble wine cellar. 

The" caille of St. Julian, in this vicinity, is an 
irregular pentagon, founded on iht folid rock, 
the bafe of which is wafiied by the fea. It is 
Wrongly garrifoned, and planted wiih two huo* 
dred and five large brafs cannon. Oppofite to 
this cafile is a fmaller one, 00 the other bank ef 
the river, 

n T They 
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They made another excurfion to the royal con- 
vent and p?ilace of Mafra, about thirty miles from 
Li^on. The firft {)art of the road is through a 
fine romantic country, producing orange, lemon, 
olive, mulberry, cyprefs, and palm trees. The 
country is well .cultivated, and produces abun* 
dant crops. 

The laft part of the journey affumes an upland 
afped, and the inclofures are formed of loofe 
Clones, rudely piled on each other. To the left is 
a view of Cape Roque, and to the right the royal 
park, three leagues in circumference, furrounded 
by a high wall. 

The palace is fituated n«ar the fmall village of 
Mafra, and is conftru6ted of a fpecies of white 
marble. It contains thirty-feven windows in 
^ front, and forms a fquare of about feven hundred 
'and thirty feet. The church is placed in the 
centre, having the palace on one fide, and the 
convent on the other. 

The flight of ftairs before the building is pecu- 
liarly grand J and under the portico, at the en- 
trance, are twelve col offal ftatues of faints, of 
tolerable workman (hip. The portico is of two 
diftind orders of architecture, each of fix columns^ 
tlie firft Ionic, the other Compofite. ' 

The architeft of this fabric was John Frederics, 
a German. It was begun in 1717* ^nd finiihed 
in 1731. The convent contains three hundred 
cells, each of twenty feet by eighteen. The new 
library is three hundred and eighty-one palms in 
length, and forty-three in breadth. In the whole 
edifice, it is faid, there are eight hundred and fe- 
venty rooms, and five'thoufand two hundred Win- 
, dows. The floors are of brick, well laid -, but 
X 3 little 
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little of the palace is furniihed; as it is feldom 
honoured with the royal refidcnce. 

On each fide of the church is a tower, and in 
each tower forty-eight bells, which compofe a fct 
of chimes, or what the French call carillon. The 
afcesit is by one hundred and fixty-two fieps* 
The church is adorned with a cupola of the Co- 
rinthian order, with a gallery running round the 
infide of it. There are fix altars, over each of 
which is a marble bafTo relievo. There are alfo 
fix organs, and fome few paintings. 

They found a good inn at Mafra ; and were 
agreeably entertained by feeing the landlord and 
landlady dance the fandango to the mufic of the 
guitar. It feems, this dance is almoft as great a 
favourite in Portugal as in Spain. 

The palace of Belem, about five miles from 
Lifbon, is a mean wooden edifice, and contains 
fcarcely a fingle obje6t, within or without, to de- 
tain a perfon of tafte. 

The palace of Caluz is alfo built of wood, but 
is extremely elegant as to furniture and decora- 
tions.- The faloon of audience is paved with 
marble, and panelled with mirrors. The concert 
room is two hundred feet long ; and its ceiling 
is very magnificent. In one room the hiftory of 
Don Quixote is reprefented in eighteen compart- 
ments. In another are various paintings, reprc- 
fenting young children, almoft in a flate of nu- 
dity, except fome whimfical modefty pieces. Be- 
hind this palace is a large garden, with a delight** 
ful labyrinth. 

Though there is an Italian theatre, and another 
for Portugucfe plays, at Lifbon, the pious queen, 
fays Mr. Coftigan, does not permit any public 

exhibition 
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ciLhibition of this kind, which (be coa^ders as a 
ichool of immorality ; much lefs would (he fufTer 
vromen to perform on the flage» becaufe of the 
Indecency of th^ appearance; for the principal 
objed here is to obviate publicf caudal;, which is 
more attended to than a real regard to the inhe<^ 
rent principles of virtue. 

Our countrymen were invited one day to dine 
at a nobleman's country houfe, with the Britiih 
envoy, and feveral other perfons of note. During 
dinner, and efpecially* during the deflert, the 
motes and the glozas flew about the room ia 
abundance. This is a kind of improvis atori, car- 
ried on in the following manner; 

In large focial companies, the wit who intends 
to exhibit, if in converfation with a lady, lays 
hold of any (hort fentence {he happens to utter^ 
and repeating it, calls out. La vaj, which is to ad- 
vertil^ the meeting, that he is going to gloze that 
fentence, which is called his mote, or text. Ho 
then makes fome ver(es extempore, having refer- 
ence to that fentence, mod frequently containing 
fome extravagant compliment to the lady herfel^ 
or fome one prefent. The verfes mud be fo dif- 
pofed as to make good fenfe 5 not only with the 
mote or fentence fixed on; but if ingeniouily 
handled, the whole turn of the wit atid emphaiis 
of the verfes mull fall on that fentence, which 
likewife, of neceffity, is to clofe the flanza. 

This is unquefiionably an elegant amufement, 
and fometimes affords great entertainment to the 
reft of the company. * 

At table were two friars, v^ho, laying afide 
their xifual aufterity, feemed entirely devoted to 
wit, mirth, and good humour; and one of them 
• even plied his glals fo heartilyi that the effeds of 
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it were perfedtly vifible before the defTert wa« 
over J and before the whole company rofe from 
table, he was conduded to bed reeling, to the 
great fcandal of the company; for a drunkard 
here is held in the utmoft contempt and abhor- 
rence^ and to ftigmatize a man for this beaftly 
quality, is reckoned equal to the biitereft re- 
proach that can be beflowed in the Engli(h lan- 
guage. 

On the contrary, nothing is more common than 
to give and receive the lie reciprocally, in ferious 
as well as jocular difcourfe, without any fort of 
offence being taken. Such are the oppoiite cuf- 
toms of different nations, even on the little c5on- 
tinent of Europe ; and this fhould teach us not 
to be^ furprifed at finding a ftill greaClcr difference 
in remoter regions. 

The fubfequent anecdote will prove how cafily 
the lie is borne, even by military men. During 
the war of 17^2, a gentleman raifed a troop of 
horfe at his own expence 5 and, in return, he re- 
ceived the rank of captain in the army. In his 
troop was a fine Spanifh horfe, to which Major 
• ILiUttrell, of Burgoyne's light horfe, took a parti- 
cular fancy, and wifhed to purchafe it. The price 
was accordingly fixed, before witnelfes, at fixty 
moidoresj but before the horfe was delivered, 
the captain changed his mind 5 and fent to in- 
form the major, that he would not part with him 
pnder eighty. 

The Englifh officer, juflly provoked at fuch" a 
glaring breach of integrity, waited on the cap- 
tain, with Iiis interpreter, as not underftandirig 
the language of the country, and defired him to 
be quertioned as to the previous contra6t they had 
made. The Portuguefe officer affeBted to the 
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truth of all he urged, as to the original terms; 
but avowed, that he receded from them, becaufe 
the horfe was too cheap, and declared, that he 
would not part with him for lefs than eighty 
iDoidores. ■ 

The major then defired him to be told, that by 
liis infamous behaviour he had fhewn himfelf to 
be.a liar« a rafcal, and a fcoundrel. At this the 
Portuguefe (hrugged up his ihoulders, and re- 
plied, be was foiTy that the gentleman (hould take 
ofFence where none was intended; but added, 
that he would not part with the horfe on any 
other terms. 

On finding this to be the cafe, the major or- 
dered him to be acquainted, that in France or 
England> if it happened that one officer befiowed 
fuch epithets as he had juft done on him, the of- 
ficer fo grofsly infulted, would be under the ne- 
ceffity of calling out, and fighting the perfoa 
who had provoked him. 

The captain ftill preferved his fang froid, and 
very deliberately replied to the interpreter, that 
what the gentleman faid might be very true, for 
aught he knew to the contrary } but that he faw 
no good reafon for preferring the prance of fo- 
reigners, in the prefent inflance, to that of his 
own country ; that if he confidered himfelf a? 
jiffronted, he ihould never be fuch a fool or a 
madman, as, by calling out his antagonift, to offer 
him an equal chance of taking his own life, while 
he knew of a fafer and more certain method of 
obtaining fuch fatisfadion as hef' ihould judge 
adequate to the injuiv he received. la other 
words, " by ftabbing him unawares, or by hiring 
aifaffins to do fo.** Such is the point of honour iu 
Portugal I 
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We have already mentioned,- that there was 
no public exhibition of plays allowed when Mr. 
Coftigad was here ; however, they were prefcnt 
at a performance before the court, which fully 
fatisfied them as to the low Hate of the Portu-^ 
guefe theatrical amufements. 

The theatre was gorgeouily fitted tip with 
crimfon damalk, and a profafion of gold and fil- 
ver mock lace. The front row of boxes Mere full 
of ladies. The hair was done up in a wonderful 
variety of plaits and braids, with much tafte, and 
without caps j but they had a quantity of beau- 
tiful £owers, both natural and artificial, which 
fupplied their place, and which were richly in- 
termixed with fprigs of diamonds, belides many 
breaft knots, folitaires, and pendants of the fatne 
and other precious flones. 

The performers wete chiefly of the profeffidn, 
collefted for that purpofe. The entertainment 
confiiled of three parts. The firfl was a Porta- 
guefe comedy, intermixed with fome extraordi- 
nary linging : the fecond was a moil fingular 
medley, refembling a Spanifh puppet fhow 5 and 
the lad was caUed a Spanifh farce, or entremez. 

The actors drawled out their words in a very 
difagreeable manner. To annalize the plot would 
be impoffible. Low wit, fmut, and ribajdry 
formed the principal part of the diverfion ; and 
the more grofs or abfurd any part was, the more 
it was relifhed by the company in general. 

But, however ridiculous the Portuguefe farces 
may be, which, at befl, are only fancied reprc- 
fentatio.ns, our author fays, they are quite out- 
done by a piece of religious mummery which ho 
witnefi^d here. 

Som9 
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Some thieves having broke into a church, a few 
leagues from Liibon, in running about in the 
dark for plate> happened to overturn, or break 
open, a pix, containing fome .confecrated wafers, 
which were found, next morning, drewed about 
on the ground near the altar, and fome of them 
were miffing* 

When thefe circumftances were reported to the 
queen, they threw her into the deepeft afflidion : 
&e was inviiible for three days, and thought this 
profanation was much more terrible than all the 
earthquakes and misfortunes which had happened 
ip her father*s reign. A confultation was held 
with the graved and moil orthodox divines 5 and 
the whole court was ordered into deep mourning 
for nine days, at the end of which was a general 
procelhon from one great church to another, in 
whidi the queen and "her attendants bore a part. 
By this ceremony, which is called a Difaggrofva* 
thn, it was ferioufly believed that the wrath of 
heaven would be averted j as if it were poffiblc 
that there could be any connexion between the 
Creator of the Univerfe and a wafer. 

What a crowd of refle^ons does fuch flagrant 
and inveterate folly prefent to the confideration 
of every fenlible and ferious mind. Here we 
plainly fee into what an indefinite train of grofs, 
ludicrous, and impious (ituations this belief of 
the REAL PRESENCE muCl be continually bring* 
ing them. Comparing the Deity to that capri- 
cious tyrant, man, they think to appeafe every 
fuppofed infult that is offered him,, as frightened 
and cringing flaves would the mlfplaced wrath 
of a defpot; without refleding, that he* is all 
powerful to vindicate his own caufe^ and that 

he 

Digitized by Google 



41 



332 CO$T10AN*S TlAViLS. 

be neither puniihes through caprice^ nor for iof^ 
Toluntary faults. 

In noblemen's houfes, in this country, however 
large they may be, only a few of the apartments 
are commonly fitted up in any ftyle. The reft 
are bare white walls, with brick or deal floors. 
Though the bed furniture is extremely gaudy, 
they have neither featherbed nor mattrefsj but 
only ftraw fewed up in coarfe canvafs. 

In the bed-chambers of the women arc fome 
very low chairs; but they more frequently ufe 
mats, after the Moorifh form, on which they 
fquat on their hams. In the fame manner they 
fit at church, except during the celebration of the 
mafs, when theyronftantly kneel. 

The expence^ of the interior economy of a 
Portuguefe nobleman's family, are certainly at 
moderate, as they are exceflive in every thing 
that regards external parade. Their numerous 
fervants are fupported by rations of boiled meat 
and rice, cut and divided into fhares, on meat 
days i and of dry cod-fiih and rice on days of ab« 
ilinence. Wine is feldom wanted, and is brought, 
in fmall quantities, from the neareft tavern. Cold 
water is the principal beverage j and, at 'night, 
the fmalleft bit of cold meat, or a pilchard, with 
fallad, tempered with oil and vinegar, forms theit 
fupper. 

In the morning, chocolate is the general break« 
fad. Sweetmeats are the grand luxury, at all 
hours, which render them difpofed to drink large 
draughts of water. This blows them up, and 
gives an appearance of obefity i but their flefii if 
neither eladic nor folid. 

Our countrymen were invited to a grand fcaft 

at the Marquis of FauGorvo*s couiitry houfe. The 
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company went in barges, very magnificently 
equipped ; and, as they had full three leagues to 
row, they had time to enjoy this aquatic expedi- 
tion. I 

Dinner was ready by the time of their arrival. 
The table confifted of fifty covers, with a couple 
of fervants behind each chair. They,had three 
regular fervices -, the whole in raafly old plate. 
Many of the fervants were in uniforms, and 
others perfedly well drefled, with the collar and 
order of Chrift hanging on their bread. During 
the entertainment, fome pieces of mufic were 
played. 

At the deffert, the mufic was continued ; and 
fome charming arrias were fung by the beft voices 
from the patriarchal church. The windows of 
the apartment ^ere on a level with the ground j 
and before them appeared a company of mafks, 
drefled as fhepherds and Ihepherdefles, with 
flowers, garlands, and all the other infignia of 
paftoral life, and dancing to mufic. 

When they ceafed, two men, and as many wo- 
men^ danced the fandango to the guitar, with 
caftagnettes j and motes and glozas began witiiin. 

Their return was by moon-light, and nothing 
could be more delightful than this water fcene. 
Our countrymen's barge was carried a copfider- 
ablc way out of the courfe by the i^apidity of the 
current, againft which the Algarve rowers ftrove 
in vain. . On tlxis, one of them, who feemed to 
be a humourift, called for St. Anthony, the pa- 
tron of the veffel, with whom he entered into a 
fuppHcating kind of addrefs, to procure a favour- 
able breeze ; but as the faint was deaf to his en- 
treaties, he fooa began to abuf«him in the groifed 

Vol. XVII. Y term* 
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terms, calling him blockhead, coxcomb^ aod ctic* 
kold» with other hard names. 

Neither good nor bad language availing^ a c»l* 
le6lion was made, becaufe St. Anthony feldom 
did any thing without alms. " As foon aa my 
goffip hears the tinkling of mon^ in hb box, we 
ihall have a wind dire6Uy,** faid the fellow. The 
faint, however, was Hill ikrw to hear, and he was 
even threatened with j[iabbiilg. At lad, a breeze 
fprang up ^ and St. Anthony was feriouily advif- 
cd to be more indulgent in future* on pain of 
being degraded from his rank. They reached 
the quays of Santarem in fafety, and got home 
about eleven at night, Urongly amufed with the 
variety of the day's entertainments. 

The two cities of Lifbon and Porto may juftly 
be coniidered as the twor eyes o€ Portugal , for 
here centre the whole riches of the country, and 
all th^r trade with foreign nations, as wejl at 
with thei* own colonies. 

A fenlibi© Portuguefe writer compares, not in* 
aptly, the w^ole kingdom to one of that fort of 
fpiders, which has a Jong body, with. extremely 
long and feeble legs, reaching to a great diftance^ 
but which it is fcarcely able to move. The be-. 
nefits, indeed, of foreign trade, and of the ftnp 
and exteniive regions pofleEed )^ Portugal ia 
Africa and South America, have never yet reach- 
ed the peafant of the mother country, any farther 
than by enabling the inhabitants of the two prin- 
cipal cities to pay a little advance on the provi- 
iions he brings to market. Tbe only foreign 
luxury he is yet acquainted with, is tobacco ; or 
a piece of dried Newfoundland cod-fiih; but this 
latt he feldom reaches. Bread, jnade of Indian 
forn^and a failed pilchard^ or a head cf garlicK, 

• compofe 
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oompofe his fianding meal ; for, except on grand 
fcftivals, he never afpires to flefh meat. 

Habituated to penury in this world, and taught 
to look forward by his ghoftly diredors to eafc 
and happinefs in another^ he fubmits to his for* 
tune without a murmur or a complaint ; believes 
all that the prieib teach, and pavs his fnperHi- 
tious demotions with formal preciiion. If he has 
money enough to furnifti a portion for putting 
his fon or daughter into a religious houfe, this 
raifes the credit of his family for ever^ and no- 
thing is then wanting to give him a fort of apo- 
theons^ but to bequeath, at his death, what little 
money he has left, to be divided among the priefts, 
in (kying maffes to haften him through purgatory, 
Theie degraded notions of religion fervc to keep 
the Portuguefe peafant in the moft abje6t ilavery, 
both civil and ecclefiaftical. Hence an univerfal 
appearance of apathy and dejeftion in the poor. 
The ill-treated, but uieful, labourer is (brivelled 
np at thirty $ and more particularly the female 
fex, at an age v^Hhen they are only in their prime 
in other countries, are here marked with decay, 
and have all the appearance of walking fpeQres. ' 

As there is little farther information refpeding 
Portugal to be derived from Mr. Coftigan ; to 
fupply fome defidencies, and explain fon^e cir* 
curaftances that have only been Aightly touched 
on, we fubjoin a few additional remarks on the 
country, or the people, from the ingenious Mr. 
Twifs. 

When that gentleman was in Lifbon, he tells 
us, that ftrolling about one day in fearch of new 
objeds, he faw a lingular fcene, and indeed we 
are of his opinion : it was two men fitting in the 
ftrect, with each a baboon on his flioulders, free- 
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ing his head from vermin 5 in which occupation 

thefe animals are very dexterous. The owners 

of them are paid about a penny halfpenny a head 

for their cleanfing it; and, among fuch a filthy 

people as the Portuguefe, this is no unprofitable 

^ufinefs. 

The chief order of knighthood in this country 
18 that of Chrift, inftituted 1283. This order is 
almoft indifcriminately conferred on any one who 
is a Roman Catholic, and is therefore difgraceful 
to wear it. Even valets, muficians, and tavern- 
keepers arc decorated with it. The badge is a 
ilar on the left breaft, and a fmall enamelled red 
crofs, charged with a white one, hatiging by a 
ribbon from the button hole. 

Angther order, is that of Avis, of ftill more 
ancient origin ; as it was inftituted by their firft 
King 4lfonro, in XI47. The knights wear a fmall 
enamelled green crofs fleurie at the button hole. 

Numerous as the nobility are here^ their titles 
are not hereditary j but are conferred by the fo- 
■yereign in the fame manner as other perfonal ho- 
nours. It is not infrequent for the ion to have a 
title and the father none. However, titles are 
frequently confirmed to the next heir/ though 
not aflfumed as a right. 

The Portuguefe have various kinds of coin, 
both in gold, filver, and copper. Accounts, how- 
ever, are kept in reis, an imaginary denomination. 
The par is (ixty-fcven pence halfpenny'fterling for 
one thoufand reis. An Englifh guinea paffes, ia 
Liibon, for three thoufand fix hundred reis, 
which is nine pence lefs than its intrinfic value 1 
but this varies with the courfe of exchange. 

It is difficult to afcertain the number of fouls 
in Liiboq. Per]iaps they may be efiimated at 
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half a million. About a fifth part of them are 
people of colour. The earthquake, in 1755, is 
fald to have deftroyed at leaft twenty thoufand ; 
but it was impolfible to calculate this lofs with 
any degree of exa^itude. 

The Englilh faftory is computed at Gx hun- 
dred perfons. They have^a burial ground in one 
of the fkirts of the city, planted with walks of 
cyprefs trees, under which arc the graves. Seve- 
ral tombs, ercfted to infignificant or unknowh 
cfaaraders, have pompous infcriptions ; while 
Henry Fielding, Efq. author of Tom Jones, who 
lies buried here, has not a line to record his 
name. 

Four-wheeled carriages are not in common ufe 
in Lifbon, except among ambaffadors and mini- 
fters. Two -wheeled machines generally fupply 
their place. The ladies ride on burros, or jack- 
a'iTes, with a pack faddle. A fervant attends them 
with a fmall ftick to make the beaft go fader, or 
to flop it by pulling the tail. Gentlemen ride on 
horfes, and fervants on mules. 
■ Swords are only worn by well-drefled people ; 
and all ornaments of gold and filver lace, or em- 
broidery, are prohibited to both fexes. Their 
clothes, however, arc often fnfficiently expeniivej 
and jewels are permitted without re(tri6tion. 

Portugal produces corn, wine, oil, oranges of 
both kinds, lemons, citrons, pears, apples, cher- 
ries, figs, and an infinite variety of other fruits. 
The quadrupeds and birds are nearly the fame as 
in England. The fi(h are falmon, foles, tench, 
lampreys, fturgeon, tront, and a great variety of 
other forts, which are excellent eating. 

The mines of Portngal are in little eftimation. 
Though the ancients cehebratcd the golden fands 
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of the Tagus, and it is^ affirmed, that King John 
III. had a fc^ptre made out of the particles coj- 
le6ted in that (Ire^mj yet neither gold nor (ilver, 
in any quantity worth colleding, is now found 
here. However, torquoifes, amethyfts, hyacinths, 
talc, mercury, amber, magnets, and difierent 
kinds of marble are produced here. 

The Tagus is not navigable to any great dif- 
tance above Lilbon, on account of the rocks and 
catarads, which interfe6t its channel. A com- 
pany of Dutch adventurers, above a century ago, 
offered to trace roads over the rocks, and to form 
dikes and lluices which would facilitate the par- 
age of boats from Lifbon quite to Madrid, as 
they propofed alfo to render the river Man9ana- 
res navigable, which falls into the Tagus. Several 
councils were held, both at Madrid and Lifbon, 
to take their plan into confideration, and tW re- 
port their opinion on its propriety. The conclu- 
sion of their deliberations is worthy of recording ; 
it is thus given by Colmenares : 

" If G.od," obferved thofe wife men, " had 
been willing to have thofe two rivers navigable, 
he did not want the afliftance of men to render 
them fo J becaufe he was able to produce fuch an 
effe(^ by a (ingle fiat. Now, as be has not done 
it," (for they argued logically) '* it follows, that 
he did not think proper to do it; fo that it would 
be contradicting his providence to endeavour to 
re6lify what he appears to have left imperfect, 
for reafons bed known to himfelf." 

The windmills in this kingdom, as well as 
thofe of Spain, are about feven feet high ; and of 
very fimple conftru£tion. The millftone is placed 
horizontally, and the fails almoft touch the 

ound. This mode of building prefented aa 
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ctfy opportunity to Don Quixote to attack fuch 
monfters : whereas, had he been in England or 
Holland, he would have found it, from their 
height, a much more difficult bufinefs. 

The drefs of the common people is a large 
cloak and ilouched hat} and under the cloak 
they generally carry a dagger, though prohibited, 
the blade of which is of fuch excellent temper, 
that it will ftrikc through a crown piece. 

The women wear no caps, but tie a piece of 
filk network over their hair, with a long taflel 
behind, and a bow knot over their forehead. This 
ornament for the head is called Redecilla, and is 
worn indifcriminately by both fexes. The gen- 
try, however, drefs entirely in the French or 
£ngli(h faihion. 

The ladies of diftin6Hon wear very large and 
heavy pendants in their ears ; and the ileeves of 
their gowns arc generally large enough for their 
waiils. Large nofegays are much in ufe with the 
fair fex in Portugal. They are extremely livelyj 
and are fond of dancing, finging, laughing, and 
talking, to the laft degree. In fliort, they anfwer 
Voltaire*s defcription, who fays, " that ladies in 
fouthern climates have mercury in their veins, 
whereas, in the northern climates they have only 
milk.** 

Many of them have humble attendants, or fuit- 
ors, under the appellation of Cortejos, which an- 
fwer to the Italian cicilbeo. It would be uncha- 
ritable, however, to fay that this cuflom is always 
attended with ill effedts; though appearances 
may be unfavourable to them. 

The weather is commonly very fine, the air 
pure, and the (ky ferene here; but during the 
months of November and December, h^avy rains 
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fall J when travelling, in many places, is render- 
ed impradicable, from the coUcdion of water in 
the valleys. Even after the rains have fubfided, 
it is neceHary to wait fome time before the com- 
munication between places can be renewed. 
Sometimes thefe heavy rains continue till Febru- 
ary, after which fcarcely a drc^ falls for five or 
fix months. 

About four leagues from Lilbon is fituated the 
convent of Odivelas, where, it is faid, three hun- 
dred beautiful nuns formed the feraglio of the 
late king of Portugal and his court. We mention 
this to introduce a literary anecdote. A French 
author, fpeaking of this nunnery, fays, " I am 
affured, that the famous Fortuguefi Letters, of 
which there is a French tranilation, were pro- 
duced in this tender, gallant, and voluptuous 
monaftery.' That thefe letters, which breathe 
mod ardent and generous love, which psunt it in 
all its ihades, and all its details, were really writ- 
ten by an impaffioned nun and a faithlefa lov^r.*' 
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JOURNEY FROM 

FORT PRINCE WALES, 

IN HUDSON'S BAY, 

TO THE 

NORTHERN OCEAN, 

FOR 'THE DISCOVERY OF COPPER MINES AND 
A NORrU-WESl' PASSAGE, 

Performed between the Years 1769 and 177a, 

By Mr. SAMUEL HEARNE. 



THE Hudfon's Bay Company, however, tra- 
duced by fome, as being inimical to difco* 
verics within the bounds of their charter, have, 
on more occafions than one, Ihewn themfelves 
zealous in promoting whatever might tend to the 
honour or benefit of their country, as well as 
their own individual interefts. 

Animated with thofe colle6tive views, they ap- 
pointed Mr. Samuel Hearne, one of their officers, 
to profecute difcoveries in a track little known, 
even from the report of the natives, who fomer 
times reforted to the fettlement. In his inftruc- 
tions, he was direfted to proceed towards latitude 
70 deg north, to endeavour to trace the Far-off- 
Metal River to its mouth, to explore the fituation 
of the copper mines, if any, of which indiftindt 
accounts had been given 1 and, in ihorc^ to attend 
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to any localities which might be produ6^ive of an 
extended commerce^ or geograpbical knowledge. 

His firft attempt was made in the clofe of the 
year 176Q, when, after proceeding about two 
hundred miles, his Indian guides deferted him ; 
and it was with great difficulty he regained the 
fettlement at Fort Prince Wales. Not daunted 
by this urifuccefsful expedition, he fet out again 
on the 23d of February 1770, accompanied by 
three northern and two fouthern Indians. Hav-- 
ing travelled, without any material occurrence^ 
for upwards of a month, the difficulties of pro- 
ceeding farther, till the feafon became more ad- 
vanced, were {o great, that they were induced to 
pitch their winter tent, in which they lodged till 
the 27th of April, when they again refumed their 
journey. 

They reached the river Cathawhachaga, in la- 
titude 63 deg. 4 Q^in. north, about the beginning 
of July. In their way to the weft ward they 
crofTed feveral other rivers, fometimes in a canoe, 
which they carried with them, and fometimes by 
fording. As their diflreflea multiplied^ the In- 
dians again began to fhew diffatisfadion ; but 
by an unfortunate accident, on the 11 th of Au- 
gufl, the quadrant was broke, at a time when 
they found themfelves in latitude 63 deg. 10 min. 
north, longitude 10 deg. 40 min. weft of Church- 
ill river ; and this laid Mr. Hearne under the 
difagreeable neceflity of returning again to the 
fort. After experiertcing incredible diftreffes, he 
reached the fettlement on the 25th of November, 
and thus ended his fecond abortive attempt. 

Still refolute to accomplifli the bufinels com- 
mitted to him, and taught by experience how to 
Provide againft feveral ills that he had undergone 
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in bi8 former journeys, Mr. Hearne« with the a|v- 
probation of the fadory, made preparations for ^ 
third expedition, which, as it was OQore inlerefl- 
ing, as well as fuccefsful, we mean to detail at 
fqme length. 

. Having engaged an Indian chief, named Ma- 
tonabbee, as his guide, infho clearly and fenfibly 
pointed out the caufes which bad contributed to 
their fornier failures, and defcribed the plan he 
would wiih to recommend in this attempt^ Mr. 
Hearne fet oat again, with a party belonging to 
the Indian chiefs on the 7th oi December t/^O 5 
and for fome days they found the weather toler- 
ably mild for that feafon of the year. 

On the 16th, they arrived at Egg River, where 
Matonabbee and his friends had fecured, as they 
thought, fome proviiions and neceOary imple- 
mei;its a ihort time before. Qn examining the 
place of the deposit, however, they found the 
whole had been carried off by fome of the In- 
dians, who had paifed that way; a lois which 
was feverely felt by them/ but borne with heroic 
fortitude ; nor did a word of revepee, in cafe it 
ihould be in their power, efcape their lips. 

On the 18th, as they were continuing their 
courfe, they difcovered feveral joints of deer in 
good prefervation^ which had been recently kill- 
ed by fome unknown Indians. On. this they 
fealled with much fatisfaftion, as they had fared 
very bard for fome preceding days, jgntering 
ibme woods on the 26th, they had the good for- 
tune to kill four deer j and as they had not tailed 
any thing for three; days, except a pipe of tobac- 
co and ft draught of fnow water, their ftrength, 
kxided ai they were, was bfginniog to fa\]> and 
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they reqnefted leave to halt a day, to refrefli 
themfclves. ' 

Oar author fays, he never fpent fuch a melan- 
choly Chriftmas in his life 5 and when he refled- 
cd on the delicacies that were then expending 
in every part of Chriftendom, under the preflurc 
of fatigue and hunger, he could not refrain frorti 
wifhing himfelf in a more genial clime. The 
Indians, however, kept in good fpirits, and flat- 
tered him that they would foon find better roads^ 
and deer and game in greater plenty. 

Dire6ting their courfe to the weftward, they 
entered on thick ihrubby woods, con (i ding chief- 
ly of Hunted pines and dwarf junipers, with fome 
few willow bulhes and poplars. 

On the 30th, they arrived at the eaft fide of 
Ifland Lake, Inhere they killed two large deer. In 
the evening of that day the guide was taken ill ; 
and from the nature of his complaint, it appeared, 
that gorging fome days before was the principal 
caufe of it. Nothing is more common, indeed^ 
than for thofe people to overload their flomachs 
after being weakened by long fading, and the 
effe^ of this cannot but be felt. Yet, though, 
they are voluptuaries, when it is in their power, 
no nation can fuppdrt longer abflinence, or fhew 
more fortitude under the privation of every ne- 
cefTary. 

On the Ifl of January 1771* ^^^7 proceeded oa 
about (ixteen miles along the fame lake, when 
they came to two tents, in which fome of the 
wives and families of Malonabbee*s party had 
been left, waiting their hufbands' return from 
the fort. Here they found two men, and about 
twenty women and children ; and as thofe two 
men had neither gun nor ammunitioo^ they had 
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no Other means of fubfifting themfelves and 
friends, but by catching fi(h, and fnaring a fe^r 
rabbits. The former were plentiful, and confid- 
ed of pike, btirbel, and trout, with fome filh for 
•which we have no Englilh name. 

The centre of Ifland Lake lies in latitude 60 
deg. 45 min. north, longitude 102 deg. 25 rain, 
"weft from London. It is in fome places about 
thirty-five miles wide, and is fo full of iflands, 
that the whole lake refembles a jumble of wind- 
ing rivers and creeks. P'iih is abundant in every 
part, and therefore, it is a favourite ftation with 
the northern Indians, who vifit Prince of Wales's 
Fort in autumn. Many of the iilands, as well as 
the mainland round the lake, are covered with 
dwarf wood. The face of the country, like all 
that to the north of Seal lliver, is hilly and full 
of rocks. 

Purfuing their journey towards the north-weft, 
their provifions ran very (hort, till the l6th, 
when the Indians killed no fpwer than twelve 
deer. This fupply induced them to halt a few 
days, in order to dry and pound fome meat, to 
render it lighter of carriage. 

Having, by the 22d, prepared'a fuflBcient ftock 
of portable provifions, and repaired their fledges 
and fnow fhoes, they refumed their journey. In 
the afternoon of that day, they fell in with a 
Ilranger who had one of Matonabbee's wives 
■under his care. This was the firft perfon they 
had feen, in travelling fome hundred miles, who 
was not conneded with their own party : a proof 
how thinly this part of the country was peopled. 

Next day they found deer Itill more numerous j 
and contragulated themfelves on the profped of 
fuffcring no more want during the winter. 
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On the 3d of February, they were fo near the 
edge of the woods, that the barren land was ia 
fight to the northward j and as the woods trend- 
ed to the weft, they were obliged to travel more 
in that diredion, for the fake of keeping among 
them, and confequently among the deer. This 
day they faw feveral ftrangers, fome of whom 
joined their party. 

On the 6th, they croffed the main branch of 
Cathawhachaga River, about three quarters of a 
mile broad 5 and foon after arrived at the fide of 
Partridge Lake, which they croflTed on the ice 
next day, where it was about fourteen miles over. 
The intenfity of the cold was beyond e;q>re(fioa, 
and many of the crew were froft bitten. One of 
the Matonabbee*s wives was fo frozen, as to be al- 
moft incrufted on the lower parts with ice; and 
as (he was thawing in great pairi, her compani- 
ons only jeered her, and told her fhe was rightly 
ferved for belting her clothes fo high ; a circum-r 
fiance which they afcribed to the vanity of fliew- 
ing a well-turned leg. 

After pafling Partridge Lake, they found deer 
fo abundant for many days, that the Indians kill- 
ed more than they could eat or carry with them* 
Accuftomed themfelves to fubfift on precarious 
fupplies, they have no idea of faving for the be^ 
ncfit of others j and riot on game when they fall 
in with it, regardlefs of their real wants, or the 
future confequences of the devaftation they make. 

On the 2 1 ft, they croffed the Snow-bird Lake, 
and found deer as plentiful as before, fo that much 
time was expended in killing and eating them; 
but as Mr, Hearne was affured that the feafon 
would by no meaps permit them to proceed in a 
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diced line to the Copper-Mine River, this delay 
was of little confequcncc. 

In crolfing Pike Lake, on the 3d of March, 
they came up to a large tent of northern Indians, 
■who had been living there from the beginning of 
Winter, and had employed that long interval in 
catching deer in a pound. Indeed, fo fucce(sful 
is this niethod of fporting, in a comitry where the 
game is fo abundant, that many families fubfift 
by it, without having occafion to move their 
tents above once or twice in the courfeof a whole 
winter. 

Such an eafy mode of procuring fubfiftencc in 
the winter months, is a capital blelling to the 
aged and the infirm ; but is apt to render the 
young and adive indolent and inert 5 for as thofc 
parts of the country, where deer abound, are def- 
titute of every animal of the fur kind, it cannot 
be fuppofed that fuch as can live with fo little 
toil, will give themfelves the trouble of hunting 
for furs, which are requifite to procure them am- 
munition and other European commodi ties. Such 
is the language, our author obferves, of the more 
indnftrious among the Indians themfelves ; but in 
his opinion, thqre cannot exift a ftronger proof, 
that mankind were not created for happinefs in 
this world, than the conduct of the miferable be- 
ings who inhabit this wretched part of it *. None 
but the aged, the infirm, the women, and child- 
ren, and a few who are regardlefs of opinion (and 
they arc the happy few every where 1) will fub- 

* Man was certainly made for happiners j but his own 
fioali^ paiHoni, or his being a flave to the ps^iBons or opinions 
of others, deprive him in every climate of his birth right.' From 
thefe fources flow the infelicity of man j not that nature hat 
been unkind, or God uhjuft. 
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mit to remain in the parts where food and cloth- 
ing are to be procured on fuch eafy terras j be- 
caufe they cannot fliine as hunters, or accumulate 
/urs. And what do the more induftrious gain by 
all their trouble? Their real wants are cafily 
fupplied. A hatchet, an ice chiifel, a file, and a 
knife are all that is required to enable them ta 
procure a comfortable livelihood ; and tlyfe who 
aim at more, are always the moft unhappy, and 
l^ve the mofl numerous wants to fupply. 

Thofe who bring their furs to the fa£lory, in-: 
deed, pride themfelves much on the refpeft which 
is (hewn them by the Englilh ; to obtain which, 
they frequently run the ri(k of being ftarved ii| 
their way thither or back j and all they can poffi- 
bly procure for their year's labour, feldom amounts 
to more than is fufficient to yield a bare fubfift- 
ence till the return qf the feafon j while fuch as 
are defpifed for their indolence or want of fpirit, 
generally live in a ftate of plenty ; and confer 
quently mud be mod happy and mod independent 
alfo. He therefore is at once the greateft philo- 
fopher and the wifeft maUi who live* for himfelf, 
his family, and friends ; and laughs at the mad* 
nefs of ambition, and the whiftlings of a name. 

Having flopped a night in company with the 
Indians whom they found on the Pike Lake, they 
began crofling the remainder of it next morning} 
but though the weather was line, and the whole* 
breadth not more than twenty-feven miles, the 
Indians were fo full of play, that they were up- 
wards of two days before they reached the weft 
lide of it. 

On the 8th of March, they lay near a place 
called Black Bear Hill, where they killed two 
deer 3 and next day they had fuch fine pleafant 
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^Breather, as gave them the prelude of fpnng, 
though little thaw was yet viiible. 

On the 19th, they faw the track of fevcral 
i^rangers ; and on the fubfequent day came up to 
£ve tents of northern Indians, who had refided 
there great part of the winter, fnaring deer. 

At this place, a ftorm came on which raged 
"With fu|:h violence, that they did not move for 
feveral days 5 and as forae of the Indians they 
had fallen in with, were proceeding to Fort Prince 
Wales, Mr. Hearne embraced the opportunity of 
fending a letter by them to the chief, to acquaint 
him with his' progrefs. The latitude here was 
calculated to be 61 deg. 30 min. north, longitude 
about 19 deg. 50 min. weft of Churchill River. 

The weather becoming fair and temperate on 
the 23d, they again purfued their way, and on 
that and the fucceeding days, they fell in with fe- 
veral Indians, fome of whom being acquaint- 
ances of the party, joined company. 

Continuing to (hape their courfe to the weft-« 
ward, on the 8th of April, they arrived at a lake 
called Littleji'ifh Hill, and pitched their tents on 
an ifland in it. Here the Indians finding^ deer 
yery numerous, determined to ftay fome lime, 
and to lay in a ftock of portable proviiions 5 be- 
pauie, froin the feafon of the year, they were 
^warc, that their game would foon quit the co- 
yert of the woods for the barren grounds. 

At this time the party did not confift of lefs than 
feventy perfons, who were lodged in feven tents. 
For ten days the hunting went on briikly, and 
having procured an adequate fupply. of dried 
ftores, they again fet off on the J 8th of April. 
After travelling about ten miles, they came to a 
tent of Indians, near the Thelewey-aza Kiver. 
Z 3 itizedbyGoogi From 
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From thefe people Matonabbee purchafed another 
wife, though he had lix before 5 and moft of 
them of the fize of grenadiers. Indeed the chief 
pride of an Indian is to have a wife of ftrength ra-^ 
ther than beauty; for in a country like this, 
where a partner, able to endure hard labour, is 
the chief motive for the union, and the attach- 
ment of fex a fecondary object, this preference of 
choice is not to be wondered at. 

In general, the women here are far from being 
objeds of attradion, according to our ideas of 
beauty ; though there are a few, when young, 
that are not quite deftitute of perfonal charms. 
Hard labour, however, hard fare, and a rigo-* 
rous climate, foon render them wrinkled ; and 
they have all the marks of decripitude before 
they are thirty. But this does not render them 
lefs dear and valuable to their owners, provided 
their ftrength remains j and a woman who can 
carry eight or ten ftone weight in fummer, or 
drag a much greater weight in winter, is fure'of 
a hulband, whatever her perfon may be. As for 
good temper and mental accomplifliments, of fo 
much confequence in polifhed fociet^, and with- 
out" which the conjugal union mud be a date of 
raifery, it is here of little value. The men haye 
a wonderful facility in making the pioft ftubbom 
comply, with afi much promtitude as the moft 
willing; the command is given, and it muft be 
obeyed. 

Women indeed are kept at a very great dif- 
tance. They perform the moft laborious offices ; 
and yet the meaneft male in the family muft be 
fatisfied before wife or daughter is permitted to 
tafte a bit 5 and in tiroes of fcarcity, they fre- 
quently go without a fingle morfel. Should they 
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attempt to ferve themfelves in fecret, it muft ho 
done with great caution, as a detedion would 
fubjeft them to a beating at leaft. Indeed, an 
embezzlement of provifions would be a blot in 
their cbarader which it would bs difficult to ef- 
face. 

As the vicinity of Thelew>cy-aza River afforded 
plenty of good birch, they halted there feveral 
days to complete the wood work for the canoes, 
and other necelVary purpofes. On the 20th, a 
brother of the Indian guide, and fome others 
were fent forward to a fmall lake, named Clowey, 
to build a canoe with all expedition. 

Juft as the reft of the party were about to move, 
one of the women was taken^in labour, a circum- 
ilance that detained them two days. The in- 
ilant, however, that the poor woman was deli- 
vered, the tents were ftruck ; and with her child 
on her back and a fmall burden befides, fhe was 
forced to keep pace with them, and frequently to 
wade knee deep in water and melted fnow. Her 
looks, exclufive of her piteous moans, were a fuf- 
£cient proof of the anguifli (he endured ; and our 
author fays, he never felt more than he did for 
this miferable woman, whom it was npt in his 
power to relieve. 

When a northern Indian woman is taken in la- 
bour, (he is removed to a fmall tent, out of the 
bearing of the men, and only women and girls 
are fuffered to go near her. During the pains of 
parturition, no affiftance whatever is given, the 
whole is left to natui^e j and when they are told 
of the aid which European women receive from 
their mid wives, they will ironically obferve, " that 
the many hump backs, bandy legs, and other de- 
formities aaiong the Englilh, were undoubtedly 
1 .owing 
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owing to the great ikill of midwives and nurfes.** 

The children are always named by the parents, 
or fome of their neareft relations. Boys have va- 
rious appellations, generally derived from place,i 
feafon, or animal j but the names of the girls are 
chiefly taken from fome part or property of a 
martin ; fuch as the white martin, the black mar- 
tin 'j the martin's head, the martin's tail, &c. 

They now fhaped their courfe nearly north ; 
but the fnow was fo much melted from the heat 
of the fun, that they were ten days in reaching 
Clowey, though the dillance was not more thaa 
eighty-five miles from their laft ftation. 

On their arrival at Ciowey, a lake about twelve 
miles over,. the 3d of May, they found their cap- 
tain's brother and airociates had only diftanced 
them three days. Here they were joined by fe- 
veral Indians from ditferent quarters, all with an 
intent of building their canoes at the fame place. 

It was the 20th before the canoes belonging to 
Mr. Hearne^s party were ready. Thefe velTcls are 
neceflarily very (light and (imple in their con- 
ilru6tion, as it is fometimes requQite to carry thcnx 
more than one hundred miles. Their chief ufa 
is to crofs lakes and unfordable rivers, after the. 
ice is diifolved ; for in winter, both land and wa- 
ter are one folid mafs. The Indian employs* 
no other tools in the conftru6!:ion of his vcflclj^^ 
fave a hatchet, a knife, a file, and an awl j yet 
the workman (hip is not to be excelled by what 
tberaoft expert artift could accompliih with eve- 
ry tool in common ufe. 

The Ihape of the northern Indian canpcf bears^ 
fome refemblance to a weaver's ihuttle, but the 
ftem is by far the wideft part, as there the bag- 
gage is generally laid^ and occafionally a fecond. 
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perfoo ftretclicd out at his fall length. The di- 
mensions are about twelve feet long, by two in* 
the wideft part. The bottom is quite flat. The 
iingle paddle is generally ufed in fttering. 

Mr. Hearne diftributed a little, tobacco among 
the Indians they fell in with at Clowey; and in- 
deed, a pipe or two, and fometimes a prefent of a 
few inches of roll tobacco, were always expe6ted by 
every ftranger of any confequeirce. This conftant. 
demand, added to the confumption of his own par- 
ty, diroiniihed his ftores more than one half, before 
be had proceeded thus far. Gunpowder and (hot 
are likewife articles. of high eftimation among the 
the Indians j and Ma ton a b bee, from his own fup- 
plies, liberally gratified his countrymen with them. 

Leaving Clowey, they proceeded northward. 
Soon after they fell in with fome ftrangers, who 
informed them that Captain Keel (hies was with- 
in a day*s walk to the fouthward. By this chief, 
our author had difpatched a letter to the Fort in 
his laft attempt, juft before the quadrant was 
broke j and they had not met (ince. Two young 
men were therefore commiffioued to proceed to 
Keelft^ies ftation, to receive the letters and goods 
that had been intrufted to him on Mr. Hearne's 
account. JThefe returned on the a2d, and re- 
ported that Captain KeellLies intended to join 
them in a few days, and deliver the things with 
his own hand. 

The evening of the 24th of May, the weather 
"was exceflfively bad, accompanied with violent 
thunder and lightning. Next morning, however, 
the wind veering about, it became intenfely cold 
and frofty, which much impeded their progrefs. 
The country over which they travelled now, was 
quite barren, and fprinkled with a few dry dumps 
of trees. 
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On the 2^th, refutning tlieir journey, they 
walked about twelve miles to the northward, oa 
the ice of a fmall river that falls into Pethew 
Lake. Seeing a fmoke to the foutbward, they 
advanced to an ifland in that lake, and there 
pitched their tents with an intention of waiting 
the approach of Captain Keellhies. 

In the night, one of Matonabbee's wives and an- 
other woman eloped j and it was fuppofed they 
had gone to rejoin their former hulbands, from 
whom they had fome time before been taken by 
force. The chief was almoft inconfolable for the , 
lofs of his wife, though he had ftill fix remain- 
ing. Indeed it feeras (he was by far the handfom- 
eft of his flock, and poffelfed every valuable and 
engaging qtiality to be found in an Indian. She 
appeared, however, unhappy with Matonabbee; 
and probably preferred being the tble wife of a 
young fellow of lefs n6te, than to fhare the divid- 
ed afFedion of the greateft man of the country. 

Time immemorial, it has been a cufloni among 
thofe people to wreille for the woman to whom 
they are attached; and of courfe, the ftrongeft 
carries off the prize. Indeed, without a confi- 
derable fliare of bodily ftrength, or fome natural 
or acquired confequence, it is feldom permitted 
to keep a wife, whom a ftronger man thinks worth 
his qotice^ or whom he wants to aifilHn carrying 
his goods, i 

' This favage and unnatural cufiom prevails 
throughout all their tribes, and excites a ipirit of 
emularion among youth to diftinguilh themfelves 
in gym na die exercifes, to enable them to proted 
their wives and property. 

The manner in which they tear the women 
and other property from each other, is not fo 
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mudi by fighting as by hauling each other by the 
hair of tlie head. Seldom any hurt is done in 
thoie rencounters. Before the contcft begins, it 
is Bot unufual for one' or both of the combatants 
to cut off his hair, and to greafe his ears in pri- 
vate. If one only is (horn, though he be the 
weakeft inan, he generally obtains the vi^ory 5 
fo that it is evident, addrefs will ever exceed mere 
foeogth among all nations* 

The bye-ftanders never interfere on thefe occa- 
£on8$ not even the ncareft relations, except by 
advice to purfue or abandon the conteft. Scarce- 
ly a'llay paffes without fome overtures being made 
for cocte(!s of this kind -, and our author fays, it 
often affeded him much, to fee the objeft of the 
difpute, fitting in penfive iilence, and awaiting the 
termination of the combat^ which was to decide 
licr fate* . Sometimes a woman happens to bo 
won by a man whom fhe mortally bates; but 
even in this cafe, fhe mufl be paffive> fhoifld flie at 
the fame time be torn from a man fhe really loves. 

It is generally, however, young women, or at 
Icafl fuch as have no children, who thus frequent- 
ly change raaflers ; for few are fond of maintain- 
ing the children of others^ except on particular 
occafions. 

Some of the aged, particularly if they have the 
r^utation of being conjurers, poflefs great influ- 
ence over the rabble, and fometimes prevent fuch 
irregularities. As far, indeed, as their own fa- 
mily and connexions are concerned, they will 
exert their utmoft influence 5 but when their own 
relations are guilty, they feldom interfere. This 
partial conduX creates them fecret, as well as 
open, enemies ; but tear or fuperflition prevents 
^ cbulitions of revenge. 
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. Unprincipled and favage as th? northern Indi- 
ans may appear, in robbing each other, not only 
of their property, but their wives, they are na- 
turally mild, and feldom carry their enmity far- 
ther than wreftling. A murder is feldom beard 
of among them ) and the perpetrator 6f fuch a 
horrid crime is fure to experience the fate of 
Cain : he is a wanderer, aud becomes forlorn and 
forfaken, even by his own relations and former 
friends. 

Captain Keelfhies joined them on the morning 
of the 29tb. He delivered a packet of letters to 
Mr. Hearne, and fuch goods as had been intruft- 
ed to him, which his own neceflities, in the in- 
termediate time, had not tempted him to ufe. 

He cried often, in fign of forrow, for having 
been obliged to embezzle fo much ; and as the 
only recompence then in his power, gave our au- 
thor fome ready-drefled moofe ikins, which were 
in reality more acceptable, in l^is prefent fitua- 
tion, than what Keellhies had expended. 

Same day an event happened that had nearly 
put an end to the expedition. An Indian joined 
them, who inlifted on taking one of Matonabbee*s 
wives by force, unlefs he gave him a certain 
quantity of ammunition, iron, and other articles. 
The man, it appears, had very lately fold the 
woman to the captain 5 but having expended all 
the purchafe value, he was determined to make 
another bargain for her ; and as Ihe was a very 
ufeful woman, and dexterous in every female art, 
that gai^ned credit among thefe people, the chief 
was reduced to the moft mortifying dilemma. 
He was fenlible he was not able to wrcftlc with 
the claimant ; he was exafperated at the trick 
put upon him j however, after fomc hours fquab- 
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bling^ the prefents were produced, and the wo- 
man remained with Matoiiabbee. 

But this indignity he could not brook; he 
threatened to renounce his countrymen, and to 
join the Athapufco Indians, with whofe chiefs 
he was well acquainted ; and from whom he ilnd 
he had always met with more civility than from 
his own people. Had this refoUuion been carri- 
ed into effe^, there would have been an end of 
the expedition to the Copper-Mine River; for 
the Athapufco country lies in a diiFerent direc- 
tion. 

Alarmed with the profpe6t of a third failure, 
though under no apprehenfion of perfonal fafety, 
Mr, Hearne waited With anxiety till he thought 
the paffion of the chief had a little abated j 
and then by foothing language, by the ar- 
guments of duty, intereft, and fidelity to the 
Hudfon's Bay Company, he urged him not to 
abandon an expedition which could not be carri- 
ed on without him, and for conducing which to 
a fortunate iffue, he might expe6t not only fa- 
vour, but reward. 

Rage at laft fubfided ; and the chief, though 
late in the afternoon, ordered his crew to ad* 
vance, and after walking! a fome miles, they put 
up on another ifland in Pefhew Lake. 

Having got to the north fide of this lake on the . 
30th, every arrangement was made for facilitating 
the execution of the fcheme. Moft of the wo- 
men and children were to be left under the care 
of fome Indians, with orders to proceed to the 
northward at their leifure, and to wait the return 
of the party from the Copper River, at a place 
appointed. Matonabbee t6ok only two of his 
youngeft wives with him, who were lightly laden ; 
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and itideed^ it was agreed on> that no one kii the 
party fhould carry more ammamtion, or other 
articles, than was abfblutely neceffary for the oc« 
calion. 

The women expreflfed great forrow at parting, 
and the chief was obliged to ufe all his authority 
to keep his part of them from following him. 
Their yells were moft pitioas, as long as they 
were within hearing ; while the Indians walked 
on with a gay indifference, feldora thinking of 
thofe they left behind, or confining their whole 
regard to their younger children. 

They were now in latitude 64, fo that they 
faw as well to walk or hunt by night as by day. 
Here they found a few deer, though this kind of 
game had long ceafed to be plentiful, and they 
had chiefly fubfifled on their dried provifions. 
• It ihould have been obferved, that a number 
of Indians joined them at Clowey, and intended 
to accompany them to the Copper-Mine River, 
with no other obje^ than to murder the Efquir 
maux, who, they underftood, frequented that ri- 
ver in confiderable numbers. This horrid fcheipe, 
it feems, was urtiverfally approved of, and every 
man equipped himfelf with a target, before he 
left the woods of CJowey. Neverthelefs, when 
the women and children were about to be left, 
only lixty volunteers followed Matonabbee*s par- 
ty ; the reft more prudently flaid with their wives 
and families. 

As foon as Mr. Hearne was apprized of this 
barbarous intention, of murdering a people who 
had done them no injury, he zealoufly ftrove to 
di^fuade thejn from fuch a defign j but fo far 
were his entreaties from being regarded, that 
they apprehended he was aduated by cowardice, 
3 jitizedbyGoogi and 
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and with many marks of derifion^ told him, he was 
afraid of the Efquimaux. Knowing his perfonal 
iafety depended on the ideas his attendants fonii- 
ed of his courage, he was" obliged to change his 
tone^ andatfe6ted the hero. He found it in vain^ 
indeed, to attempt to ftem the torrent of favage 
prejudice, or to infpire more .humane or juft 
principles, and therefore he in future left them 
to their own difcretion. 

Being now exonera,ted from every ufelefs en- 
cumberance or caufe of delay, they purfued their 
journey to the northward with great fpeed j but, 
owing to the badnefs of the weather, it was the 
middle of June before they reached the latitude 
of 67 deg 30min. 

In their way thither, they crdflfed feveral lakes 
on the ice ; and in feme creeks and rivers they 
caught a few fifh. Deer were fo plentiful, that 
the Indians killed numbers merely for the fat, 
marrow and tongues : nor was it poiiible to make 
them defift from this unneceflary deftru6tion of 
the poor animals. They iniifted on it, that kill- 
ing plenty of deer or other game in one feafon, 
would never make them fcarce in another 5 and 
that when it was in their power to live on the 
beft, it would be folly to negle6k it. Such are 
the narrow, felfifh views of people who ape defti- 
tute of elegancies, and who, at beft, have the 
means of no more th^n a precarious fubfiftence. 

Having palfed Cogead Lake, on the 20th of 
June, on the ice, the following day they were 
furrounded by fuch a thick fog, that they could 
not fee their way. However, in a few hours, the 
fun broke out, and did not fet at all ; a convinc- 
ing proof that they were then within the arftic 
polar circle. 
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On the 22d, they arrived at a branch 6f Con- 
gecathawhachaga River -, and as the ice was now 
broken up, they pafled it in their canoes, with the 
friendly afliftance of forae Copper Indians, whom 
they found on its banks, employed in killing deen 

Matonabbee, and many of his countrymen, 
were perfonally acquainted with moil of thofe 
Copper Indians ; and their meeting was highly 
grateful to both parties. A fes&. of dried meat 
and fat was prepared^ and Matonabbee and hi9 
friends were invited to partake of it. 

The Copper Indians being made acquainted 
with the obje6t of the prefent journey, highly ap- 
proved of it, and even offered their alliftance, par» 
ticularly in lending their canoes, which they faid 
would be very ufeful during the remainder of t^e 
journey. Our author, according to his inilruc- 
tions, fmoked the calumet of peace with the 
principal of the Copper Indians, who was de-" 
lighted with the profped of a fettlement in his 
country ; and feemed to think there could be no 
impediment to prevent it; for though he ac- 
knowledged that he had never feen the fea clear 
of ice at the mouth of the Copper River, yet it 
did not occur to hibi, that this mud prevent iliips 
from approaching their territories. 

The ^i'hole party of the Copper Indians, not- 
withftanding they had never feen an Englifh*- 
roan before, were extremely civil and obliging; 
and our traveller made them a prefent of fome 
fucharticlaashehad, to conciliate their affedion 
the more. They pronounced him to be a perfed 
human being, except in the colour of his hair 
and eyes 5 the former they faid was like the Gained 
hair of a bufFaloe's tail ; and the latter like thofo 
of a gull. The whiteuefs of his (kin they thought 
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no omamisnt ; and compared it to flefh fodden 
in water. However, he was confidered as a 
great curiofity, and treated with much refpedt. 
WKen iie combed his head, they alked for the 
hairs that came off, which they carefully wrapped 
/up, faying,..** when I fee you again, you fhali fee 
this.*' Hence it fecms, that among the civilized 
and uncivilized, a lock of hair is regarded as a 
proof of affcAion, or as a memorial of friendfhip. 

/Matonabbee now difpatched his brother and 
feveral Copper Indians, to Copper- Mine River, 
toannounce the arrival of the ftrangers, and the 
objcifts they had in view ; and that they might 
meet with a more welcome reception, tobacco 
and other trifling articles were fent by the fame 
conveyance, to be diftributed in prcfents. 

• As it was refolved on to leave all the women 
at this place, and to proceed to the Copper-Mine 
River without them, it was neceffary to continue 
here. a few days ro kill, deer fufficient for their 
fupport, during the period of abfence. Though 
game was moft abundant, fo large was the daily 
<X)nfumption, that it was fome time before they 
could procure an adequate fupply for the women 
and for themfelves. Meat, cut in thin dices and 
dnedy is not only very portable but palatable ; 
and, with care to air it during the hot weather, 
will keep for a year without injury. 

Notwitbftanding the hofpitable manner in 
which the Copper Indians behaved, in fpite of 
Matonabbee*s exertions, fome of his party made 
free with their young women, clothes, and bows j 
a eircumftance very diftreffing to our author. 
The chief, indeed, did not feem to think there 
was much harm in monopolizing the women; 
■ but he endeavoured to reprcfs the depredations 
A a 3 " of 
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of bis followers on other kinds of property, with- 
out making a due equivalent. 

That a plurality of wives fhould be the univer- 
fal cuflom among thefe tribes, is not much to be 
wondered at, when it is confidered that they arc 
the greateft travellers on earth -, and as they have 
neither beaft of burden nor water carriage, every 
good hunter is under the neceflity of having per- 
foqs to carry his furs to market -, and none are fo 
well adapted for this work as the women, who 
are inured to carry and haul heavy goods from 
their very childhood j fo that he who is capable 
of providing for three, four, or more women, is, 
cpmparatively fpeaking, a great man. Jealoufies, 
however, will fometiraes appear among them, 
notwithftanding habit has familiarized them to 
their fituation ; but as the hulband is always ar- 
bitrator, the difputes are foon fettled> and fub» 
miffion muft be paid to his commands. 

The northern Indian women are the mildeft 
and mofb virtuous of the North American na- 
tives ; while the fouthern Indian females are re- 
markable for the diflblutenefs and indecency of 
their manners. In fa6t, they are fo far from lay- 
ing any referaints on their appetites and paflions, 
that they indulge themfelves in all the groflhefs 
of fenfuality, and even of inceftuous debauchery. 
No accomplifhments whatever, in man, can con- 
ciliate their afFedions, or preferve their qhaftity. 
But though the northern Indian women are 
incomparably the mod virtuous, it is no unufual 
thing for their hulbands to exchange beds with 
each other for a night. This, however, brings 
no difgrace j but, on the contrary, is coniidered 
as the ftrongeft cement of friendfhip between fa- 
nliesi aad in gafc of the death of either of thq 
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men, the other thinks himfelf bound t6 fupport 
the children of the deceafed, and is never known 
to . fwerve from the duty of a parent. Thus we 
fee how nearly virtues and vices are allied. 

Though the northern Indians make no fcruple 
of having tWo or three lifters for wives at the 
fame time 5 yet they are very particular in ob- 
ferving a proper diftance in the confanguinity of 
thofe whom they admit to their beds. The fouth-r 
crn Indians, however, follow the moft inceftuous 
pra6ti.ces, without any fenfe of impropriety. 

By the ift of July, they were ready to proceed 
on their journey; and having determined the 
latitude of Congecathawhachaga to be 68 deg. 
46 min. north, and long. 118 deg. 15 min, weft, 
from X-ondon, they fet out. At firft the wea- 
ther was extremely unpropitious, and they made 
little progrefs. On the 4th it became more 
temperate, and they walked over the Snowy 
Mountains, as they are called. At a diftance, 
they refembled a confufed heap of ftones, utterly 
impaifable > but under the guidance of the Cop-' 
per Indians, who knew the beft track, they pafT* 
ed them, though not without being obliged to 
crawl fometimes on their hands and knees<^ 

By the fide of the path, in feveral places, were 
large flat ftones^ covered with many thoufands of 
fmall pebbles, which the Copper Indians inform- 
ed them had been gradually, colle^ed by palTen- 
gers going to and from the amines, Of courfe they 
added to the heaps, * . - 

As the fnov<^, fteet, and rain, fell without inter- 
iniifion on the 5th, they halted ; but next day 
they were able to advance about eleven miles to 
the north-weft. Perceiving, however, the ap- 
proach of a ftqrm, they looked out for Iheltei? 
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among the rocks^ as they had done the four pre* 
ceding nights $ having neither tentd nor poles to 
ert€t them with. 

Next morning feveral of the volunteers defcrt- 
ed them^ being quite fick of the hardfhips they 
endured. For fome days they had not been a 
moment dry 5 even at night, the water was con- 
/ilantly dropping from the rocks that hung over 
them, and formed their fole (helter from the in- 
clemency of the weather^ Except to light their 
pipes, it was impoflible to kindle any fire. 

Early on the morning of the 7th, they crawled 
from their recefles, and as the fun was hot, it 
foon melted the recent fnow ^ and towards night 
they reached Mufk Ox Lake, fo called from the 
number of thofe animals they found on its mar- 
gin. The Indians killed feveral of them -, but as 
the fleOi was lean, they only Gripped the bulls 
for the fake of their hides. 

This was the firft time they had feen any of 
thofe animals, (ince they left the fadtory. In the 
high latitudes, however, many herds of them may 
be feen in the courfe of a day*8 walk: The num- 
ber of bulls is very fmall in proportion to that of 
cowsi fo that there is every reafon to believe 
they kill each other in contending for the fe- 
males. In the rutting feafon it is extremely 
dangerous for man or beafl to approach them. 
They delight in the mod flony and mountainous 
parts of the barren ground. 

Though of coniiderable magnitude, and appa- 
rently little adapted for agility, they^ climb the 
rocks with the facility of goats -, and like them 
too feed on every thing, mofs, herbage, or browfe. 

The muik ox, when full grown, is about the or- 

lary iize of Engliib black cattle -, but their legs 
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arc fhorter and thicker. The tail is fhort, and al- 
"ways bent inwards, fo that it is entirely hid in 
the long hair of the rump and hind quarters. « 
The hunch on the fhoulders is not very promi- 
nent } thje'hair, on fome parts is very long, parti- 
cularly on the bulls, under the throat, where it 
appears like a horfe's mane inverted, and gives 
the animal a very formidable appearance. It is 
of this hair that the Efquimaux make their muf- 
ketto wigs. Towards the approach of winter, ' 
they are provided with a fine thick wool, or fur, 
which grows at the root of the long hair, and 
ihields them from the intenfe cold of that feafon, 
in this dreary climate. This covering of nature 
falls off on the return offummer, and immedi- 
ately a new one begins to appear. 

The flefh of the mufk ox refembles that of the 
moofe or elk ; the fat is a clear white, llightly 
tinged with azure. The calves and young hei- 
fers are good eating ; but the flefh of the bulls 
fmells and tades fo Rrong of mufk, that it is aU 
mofl intolerable. Even the knife that cuts the 
flefh of an old bull, will fmell fo flrong, that no- 
thing but flowering it can remove the fcent. 
The organs of generation, however, and parts ad- 
jacent, are mofl ftrongly impregnated. 

The weather being fine and moderate on the 
8th, they walked about eighteen or twenty miles, 
and meeting with fome deer, they kindled a fire, 
and made a better and more comfortable meal 
than they had done for a week. Their clothes 
too were now dried by the fun and wind, and 
they felt themfelves in paradife, compared with 
their late fituation. 

That night they lay near Bear Grizzled Hill, 
which takes its name from the number of thofe 
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animals that retire hither to bring forth their 
young in a cave. Our author having heard fo 
much of this fpoty had the curiofity to view it. 

He found nothing, however^ to reward his la- 
botlr, but a tumulus of loamy earth, in the mid- 
dle of a marih. There are feveral little hills of 
the fame kind ; but the higheft is not more than 
twenty feet above the level of the ground. 

On the fide of Grizzled Bear Hill b a large 
cave, which penetrates a confiderable way into 
the rock, and may probably have been the labour 
of the bears, which have made numerous deep 
furrows in fearch of ground-fquirrels and mice^ 
which conftitute a favourite part of their food. 

The weather being very favourable on the 9th, 
they walked a great number of miles, and by the 
way faw plenty of deer and mufk oxen. Next 
day, about noon, it became fo hot and fultry, that 
walking was quite irkfome ; they therefore put 
up on the top of a high hill, and as the mofs waa 
then dry, they lighted a fire, and would have 
been comfortable in other refpeds, had not the 
mofquitoes fiung them in the mofl intolerable 
manner. 

The fubfequent day was alfo very. fultry. Af- 
ter walking about ten miles, they fell in with a 
northern Indian leader, named Owl-Eye, and his 
family, in company with feveral Copper Indians, 
killing deer with bows, arrows, and fpears. Mr. 
Hearne fmoked his calumet with thefe ilrangers, 
and found them much lefs fociable than their 
countrymen, whom he had formerly feenj for 
though they had plenty of provifions, they would 
not part with a mouthful ; .but on the contrary 
tried to rob and plunder them of every thing. 

The 
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The I2th was fo fultry^ that th^ did not move; 
but early next morning they let forward^ in. 
hopes of reaching Copper-Mine River that day. 
However^ having mounted a long chain of hillB, 
at the foot of which they were told the river ran^ 
they found it to be no more than a brandi of it, 
which fell into the main ftream about forty miles 
from its influx into the fea. 

At this time all the Cqpper Indians weredif-- 
patched different ways^ lo tlut none of them 
knew the neareE road. Direoing their courfe, 
however^ by the fide of this rivulet^ in hopes of 
coming to the main flream> they fell in with fe- 
veral fine buck deer, which they killed, and feafl* 
ed on with great glee. 

After regaling themfelves, and taking a few 
hours reft, they once niore fet forward^ and af- 
ter walking about ten miles, they arrived at the 
long-wifhed-for fpot, the Copper-Mine River. 

Scarcely had they arrived here, when they were 
joined by four of the natives with two canoes* 
They had fecn all the Indians who had been fent 
to announce their approach, except Matonabbee's 
brother arid party, who had fet out firft. 

Mr. Hearne was not only furprifed, but morti«« 
ficd, to find the river fo very different from the 
dcfcriptions of it given at the fa^ory. Inftead 
6f being navigable for (hipping, as had been re« 
prefented, it would fcarcely fwim an Indian ca- 
noe, being every where* full of fhoals and fre- 
quent falls. { 

Near the edge of the ilreain> which might be 
about one hundred and eighty yards broad> were 
foine kinds of wood; but though if feet^ed to 
have been more plentiful formerly, there was vc- 
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ry little in the vicinity, and none fit fbr any other 
purpofe than the fire. 

Soon after their arrival, three Indians were 
difpatched to look out for any Efquiraaux who 
might be on the banks of the river; and every 
. precaution was taken to prevent an alarm, that 
the defined vidtims might fall into their hands 
without apprehenfion. 

On the morning of the 15th of July, Mr. 
Hearne began jjis furvey, and proceeded down 
the river, which- was every where full of fhoalsj 
and in fomc places vaftly con traded in its breadth. 
Next day he advanced about ten miles farther, 
and found it the fame. 

Soon after they fufpended the furvey for the 
day* the three fpies returned, and reported that 
they had difcovered five tents, in the moil favour- 
able fituation for a furprife. All attention to the 
bufinefs' of the furvey was now fufpended j the 
whole thoughts of the Indians were abforbed in 
planning the beft mode of attack, and of *fteal- 
ing on the poor favages, when afleep, and killing 
them all. 

Having crofled the river in canoes, and got all 
the weapons in order, each painted a part of his 
ihield with fome figure, generally the fun, moon, 
or fome bird or beait of prey; in which they plac- 
ed their reliance for fuccefs in the intended en- 
gagement. , ^ 

From the hurry in which this bufinefs was exe- 
cuted, and the deficiency both of Ikill and colours, 
xnoft of the paintings had little refemblaiice to any 
thing in heaven or earth j' but they fatisficd the 
artiils, and that was fuffieient^. 

This piece of fuperftition being completed, 
they advanced towards the Ef^uimaux ten ts^ with 

the 
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the ntmoft caution and filence ; and though an 
xindifcipUned rabble^ and by no means accuftom* 
ed to war, no fooner had they entered on thif 
horrid fcheme> than thej afted with the utmoft 
tiniformity of fcntiracnt. There was neither al- 
tercation nor contending opinion ; all were unit^ 
ed in the general caufe> and as ready to follow as 
Matonabbee to lead. 

Never was a reciprodty of intereft more^enc'*^ 
rally regarded ; and if ever the fpirit of dinnter'^ 
€stttd frlendihip animated the breaft of a north- 
em Indian^ it was here difplayed in glowing co- 
lours. Property of every kind ceafed to be pri* 
vate : each was proud of an opportunity of fupply* 
ing the wants of his neighbour. 

The attacking party was judged to be quite as 
nucnerous as the Sfquimaux^ in their five tents^ 
could poOibly be ; and belides^ being fo much 
better equipped, nothing lefs than a miracle was 
likely to fave the poor favages from a general 
maflacre. 

The land was fo (ituated, that thejr walked und^ 
oover of the rocks and hills^ till within two hun- 
dred yards of the tents. Here they halted^ to 
watch the motions of the enemy, and would have 
perfuaded our author to remain till the engage- 
ment was over. 

But though he difclaimed having any interft- 
rence in the deed of death, he thought it more 
prudent to accompany them$ and the Indians 
were not a little gratified with bis promptnefs to 
be of the party. 

The laft ceremonies were now performed^ 

which confified in painting their faces; fome 

black, fome red, and others a mixture of the two* 

They next made themfelves as ligh( as poffible 
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for running, by almoft Gripping themfdves nak* 
ed. Mr. Hearne, fearing he might have occafion 
to run with the reft, pulled of his flockings and 
cap, and tied up his hair as clofely as poffible. 

It was now near one in the morning^ of the 
17th, when, finding the Efquimaux all dill, thtj 
rufhed from their ambuicade, and fell on the un- 
fufpeding favages, who did not perceive their 
danger till it was too late to avoid it. 

The fcene was (hocking beyond defcriptioo. 
The unhappy vidims were furprifed in the mid- 
dle of their (leep ; men, women, and children, to 
the number of twenty, ran out of their tents 
flark naked, and endeavoured to £y ; but the In- 
dians had poifeffion of the land (ide ; and as th^ 
did not attempt to throw themfelves into tbie 
river, the whole fell a facrifice to unprovokid 
barbarity. 

Their (hrieks were moft dreadful j but no part 
of this bloody affair filled our author with deeper 
horror, than the fate of a young girl, apparently 
abou,t eighteen. She was tabbed fo near him, 
that {he fell down at his feet, and twided round 
his legs J fo that he could fcarcely extricate him- 
felf from her dying grafp. He fc^icited hard for 
her life; but the murderers made no reply till 
they had transfixed her with twofpears. They 
then looked fiemly at him, and in ridicule^ aiked 
him if he wanted an Efquimaux wife. 

Though the poor wretch was twining round 
their fpears, they continued their taunts; when 
Mr. Hearne begged they would at leaft releafe 
her from her mifery. On this one of them pierc-* 

• It is proper to obferve, they were far within thejtr&k 
circle, where the fun never fcts at this feafon of the year. 
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cd her thrcmgh the breaft. The love of life, how- 
-cvcr, prompted her to attempt to ward off the 
blovir^ which, in her fitoatioDi was the extreme of 
mercy to infli^. 

" My iituation," fayi our author, *« and the 
terror of my miDd^ at the fight of this butchery, 
can neither be conceived nor defcribed. Though 
I fummoned up all my refolution, it was with 
difficulty I oould refrain from tears : evea at this 
hour, I cannot refled on the.tranfadions of that 
horrid day, without the moft painful emotions/* 

But the brutality of thefc favages, to the bodies 
they had deprived of life, was Itill as (hocking, 
and certainly more inexcu fable. Their indecent 
cariofity in examining the conformation of the 
women, which they pretended to fay differed 
fiom their own, made nature revolt at the idea. 

When thefe people were all maiTacred, feven 
other tents, on the other fide of the river, attradt- 
ed their notice 5 but providentially for the Ef- 
quimaux, the baggage and canoes had been left 
fome way up the river, and there was no other 
way of croffing it. The river here was about 
eighty yards over ; and to alarm them, if they 
could not kill them^ they began firing. The 
poor Efiquimaux, though on the watch, were fo 
much unacquainted with the nature of firearms^ 
that they did not attempt to fly. When the bul- 
lets firuck the ground, they ran with a vacant 
curiofity to fee what it was. At length one of 
them was wounded in the leg, which immediate- 
ly threw them into confufion. They ran to their 
canoes, and were foon* out of the reach of the 
northern Indians. 

Having plundered the tents of the deceafed, 

of all the copper utenfils. they could find, they 
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aiTetnbled on the tbp of an adjacent hilly and 
forming a circle with their fpears ere€t, claib* 
ed them together^ and gave many ihonts of vi6to* 
xy ) frequently calling out tima ! tima I or ^^at 
cheer, by way of derifion to the> poor furviving 
Efquimaux, who were Ending almc^ knee deep 
in the water. 

After parading for fome time^ they ^ ont for 
their canoes, and failing und6r cover of the 
baok, they approached the other tents, where the 
£fquimaux, thinking probably they were gone^ 
had returned, and were bufy in tying up bun- 
dles. Thefe were feized, but the owners for- 
itunately efcaped again in their canoes, except one 
old man, who was too intent on his buiinefs, and 
^ho fell a facrifice to their fury ; iot not fewer 
than twenty had a hand in his death. * 

As they were retreating from the firft icene of 
bloody they found an old woman, fitting l^ the 
£de of the river, killing falmon, which lay very 
thick at her feet. Whether from the noife of the 
fall, or a great defe& in £ght, flie had not beeo 
apprized of the murder of her companions, 
though not more than two hundred yards diftant 
from the Asene of blood ^ nor did (he difcover her 
.enemies, till they were juft within reach of her. 

To fly was in vain. She was pierced through 
iKrith numerous fpears, with the moft marked and 
£udied cruelty. 

The only inflrument that this poor half-blind 
^wretch had to catch falmon with, was a light pole, 
armed with a few fpikes, which (he put under 
water, and pulled up with a jerk. Some of the 
Indians tried this method of £fhing ; and fo ex- 
tremely numerous were the falmon at this place, 

thH 
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that they feldom brought up lefs than two at a 
pall. 

Thcfc fifli, though very fine and beautifully 
red, were feldom more than about fix or fevcn 
pounds weight 5 but their numbers were almofl 
incredible, and equal to any thing related of the 
ihoals in Kamtfchatka. Indeed the Efquimaux 
have fcarcely any other means of fubfiftence than 

After having plundered the fecond encamp- 
ment, the northern Indians threw the tents into 
the river, and deftroyed a large ftock of provi- 
iions, merely from the infernal fatisfadtion of 
doing all the mifchief in their power to the un- 
happy Efquimaux, who were Handing on a dif- 
tant (hoal, the woeful fpe6tators of their lofs. 

This bufinefs being completed, they refre(hed 
themfelves ; and then told Mr. Hearne, that they 
were again ready to aflift him in the furvey. He 
therefore inftantly fet about it, and purfued it to 
the mouth of the river, which was in every part 
fo full of (hoajs and falls, as not to be navigable 
even by a boat. The tide happened to be out, 
and a bar evidently obftruftcd the very entrance 
of the dream. At the eftuary of the river, the 
fea is full of illands and ihoals, as far as the tele<* 
fcope can reach. The ice, though it was the 
17th of July, was only partially broken up round 
the ihores. 

Finding, after all his labour, that this river was 
unfit for being the channel of any commercial 
intercourfe ; and a thick fog and drizzling rain 
coming on, he did not wait to take an exadt ob- 
fervation for determining the latitude, but im- 
mediately fet out with his attendants, on his re- 
turn to the fouthward. 

B b 3 ^^ -^^^^^Wever, 
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However, before we proceed, it will be proper 
to give a more particular account of the river and 
the country adjacent. Beiides fome Unnted pines, 
there are tufts of dwarf willows on the banks^ 
plenty of what is called wiibacumpuckey, fome 
jackafheypuck, and a few c^nberries aijid heath* 
berry bumes ; but not the leaft appearance of any 
fruit. Even this fcanty vegetation decreafes as 
the river approaches the fea ; and, for the lal| 
thirty miles, nothing is to be feen but barren 
bills and marihes, ibme patches of herbage, and 
at the foot of the hills fine fcurvy-grafs. 

The general dire6Uon of the river is nearly 
north by eaft, and its breadth varies from twenty 
to four or five hundred yards. The banks are 
generally a folid rock -, both fides of which corr 
refpond, and furnifh an irrefragable proof, that 
the channel was formed by fome violent convul* 
£on of natin'e. 

Some of the Indians pretend that the Copper* 
Mine River takes its rife from the north fide of 
J^arge White Stone Lake, which is diftant three 
hundred miles in a flraight line ; but our author 
cannot think that its fource is fo remote, other- 
wife he conceives its volume muft be infinitely^ 
greater than it is. 

The EfquimauY, who refide on this river, are 
rather low in flature, and though thick fet, are 
neither well made nor flrong. Their complexion 
Is a dirty copper colour, though fome pf the wo- 
men are more fair. Their drefs refembles that of 
the Greenlanders in Davis's Straights, except that 
the woman's boots are not fiinened out with 
whalebone, and the tails of their jackets are much 
fliorter. 

Their arms and fifhing tackle exactly refemble 
bofe of their nation in Hudfon*8 Straights^ but 
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for want of edge-tools, are inferior in 'wrorkman- 
Ihip. 

Their tents are made of parchment deer ikins 
in the I]|aj,r, and are pitched in a circolar forixL 
la Mrinter, however, thjey have huts half under- 
ground, rifing and pointed like a cone: tbefe 
are always ereded in the nooft iheltered iitaatioas. 

Their domeilic utenfils confift of iione kettles 
and wooden troughs $ diihes, fcoops, and fpoons 
made of the horns of the muik ox. Some of their 
kettles are capable of containing five or fix gal- 
lons, and are hollowed out in the form of an ol>- 
long fquare, with no other inftrument than a 
harder ftone to work with. 

Their hatchets are made of a thick lump of 
copper, abotit five or fix inches long, and about 
two inches fquare, bevelled away like a mortice- 
chiiTel, with a handle about a foot, or- more, ih 
length. Neither the weight nor the Iharpnefs 
will adroit of the tool being ufed with much fuc- 
cefs by itfelf, and therefore it is generally appli- 
ed to the wood like a chiflel^ and driven in with 
a heavy club. 

The fpears and knives are alfo made of copper, 
and among the fpoils of twelve tents, only two 
fmall pieces of iron were found. 

Thefe people had a fine breed of dogs, with 
ftarp ered ears, iharp nofea and bumy tails; 
They were all tied to fbones, probably to prevent 
them from eating the fifh that was ipread out to 
dry on the rocks. The Indians did not meddle 
with thofe animah; but after they had retired, 
lamented they had not brought off fome of thetn 
for qfc. 

Though there appeared fcarcely any difference 
between ihefe people and die natives of Hudfon'a 

Bay, 
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Bay, in their general appearance and domeftic 
economy, yet as the former had all the hair of 
their heads pulled out by the roots, they might 
fafely be pronounced of a different tribe. 

Near the mouth of the Copper-Mine River 
they faw many feals on the ice, and flocks of ma- 
rine fowls flying about the fliores. In the adja« 
cent pools were alfo fwans and geefe in a moult- 
ing flate, and in the mar flies fome curlews and 
plovers. 

That the muflc oxen, deer, bears, wolves, wol- 
verenes, foxes, alpine hares, and various other 
quadrupeds, are the conflant denizens of this 
coafl, is a fa6t that may be depended on. Mr. 
Heame did not fee any bird peculiar to thofe 
parts, except what the Copper Indians call the 
Alarm Bird. It appears to be of the owl genus j 
and its name is faid (t> be well adapted to its 
qualities. When it defcries either man or beafl^ 
it direds its flight towards them, and hovering 
over them, forms gyrations round their head. 
Should two objeds at once arreft their attention, 
they fly from the one to the other alternately, 
making a loud fcreaming, like the crying of a 
child. In this manner they will follow travel- 
lers for a whole day. 

The Copper Indians have a great value for 
thofe birds, as they frequently indicate the ap- 
proach of flrangers, or condud them to herds of 
deer and muik oxen, which, without fuch affifl- 
ance, they might pofllbly mifs. 

Unfortunately, however, for the Efquimaux, 
th^ do not feem to place the fame faith in the 
alarm bird. If they had, they muft neceflarily 
have been apprized of the approach of the north- 
ern IndiadSi as all the time they lay in ambufli, 
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before the maflacrc began, a flock of tfalem was 
continually flying about^ and alternately hover- 
ing over the tents of the affailants. 

But to return. Having walked about thirty 
miles fouth eaftward of the river, they came to 
one of the copper mines, if it deferves that ap- 
pellation. It is no more than a jumble of rocks 
and gravel, which have been rent by an earth- 
quake, and through which rolls a fmall flream. 

The Indians, whofe partial accounts gave rife 
to this expedition, reprefented the mine as foim- 
znenfely rich, that a fhip might be ballafled with 
the ore inftead of ftone, with perfei6t facility ; a»d 
that the hills were entirely compofed of that me- 
tal, all in portable lumps. After a fearch of four 
hours, however^ Mr. Hearne and his attendants 
could find only one piece of copper of any fize, 
and that did not weigh more than four pounds. 
Yet it feems proba^ble, that this metal has for<^ 
merly been in much greater plenty, as the rocks 
and ilone^ are every where tinged with verde* 
gteafe. 

There is a Angular tradition among the natives, 
that a woman fir ft dlTcovered thofe mines, and 
that {he conduced her countrymen to the fpot 
for ieveral years fucceffively ; but as fome of thena 
attempted to behave rudely to her, ihe ipade a 
vow of revenge, and being reputed a great con- 
jurer, fhe put it in ejfFe6t. When the men had 
loaded themfelves with copper, Ihe refufed to re- 
turn ^ and faid (he would (it on the mine till ihe 
funk into the ground with all the copper. Next 
year, when the men went for their annual fup- 
ply, £be had funk down up to the waid, though 
ftill alive, and th^ copper was vaftly diminiihedj 
and on their repeating their vifit the following 
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year, flie had quite difappcarcd, and all the prin- 
eipal part of the inioe with her^ fo that after that 
period, nothing remained on the furface but a 
few froaH pieces*. ' 

Before Churchill River was fettled by the Hud- 
fon's Bay Company, the northern Indians had 
very little iron work among them : almott every 
implement was made of copper ; and to this fpot 
they annually reforted, till this metal began to 
fail, and they found other refources, of a fuperior 
kind. Yet to this day, the Copper Indians prefer 
their native ore for almoft every ufe> except that 
of the hatchet, the knife, and the awl. 

The Copper and Dog-ribbed Indians, lying (6 
remote from the fa6fcory, generally ufe the inter- 
mediate tribes as brokers or chapmen; and in 
confequence pay very dearly for every European 
article they Hand in need of. Several attempts, 
it feems, have been made to induce thofe diftant 
nations to traffic immediately with the Hudfon's 
Bay Company, at the fort } but though liberal 
prefents have been given to thofe who had the re- 
solution to venture fo far, both for themfelves 
and their chiefs, the northern Indians have con* 
ftantly plundered them of every thing, before 
they could reach their homes. This hard treat- 
ment, added to the many inconveniences that at- 
tend fo long a journey, are great obftacles in their 

♦ In this tradition the circumftanccs of the copper mine* 
appear to be ingenioufly veiled. At Arft, large lumps of me- 
tal were found on the furface of the earth $ by degrees that 
was carried away j and afterwards none was to be had, except 
by digging in the bowels of the e^rth. From our author's de- 
fcription, there is little doubt but that there are rich mines to 
be tound here ; but of what ufe would they be, when there is 
no means of conveyance for the oie ? 
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way 5 .and will ever prevent a dire6k aud regular 
comtnuDication between the Engliih and them. 

Soon after they left the copper mine, a thick 
fog, with rain, and at intervals, heavy fhowers of 
fnow, came on. This kind of weather continued 
for fome days, and rendered their progrefs very 
flow and unpleafant. 

Early on the morning of the 22d of July, they 
were overtaken by Matonabbee's brother and a 
Copper Indian. They had vifited the Copper 
River, but met with no remarkable incident 5 and 
obferving fignals, which had been left for their 
return, they had travelled one hundred miles 
withput flopping. The whole party immediate- 
ly fet out, and proceeded homewards upwards of 
^rty miles that day. 

The weather now became hot and fultry ; but 
this did not occaiion any delay in their march ; 
and they made fuch good ufe of their time, that, 
on the 24th, they reached Congecathawhachaga, 
^^ere .the women had been left ; bqt, to their 
great mortification, they found that they had 
crofled the river, and were gone on. 

Obferving a great fmoke to the fouthward, 
Mr. Hearne and his party immediately proceeded 
towards it, and when they reached the place, they 
again were difappointcd 5 for though the women 
had been there a few days before, they had left 
it, and fet fite to the mofs, which was ftill burn- 
ing. Their track, however, was vifible, and ear- 
ly on the morning of the 25th they came up with 
them, by the fide of Cogead Lake. 

From.the time they had left the Copper-Mine 
River, they had travelled fo hard and with fo lit- 
tle intermi(fion, that Mr. Hearne*s feet and legs 
were confiderably fwcUcd, and. his ankles wero 

become 
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become qoite ftiff. The nails of his toes were 
likewife fo much injured, that feveral of them 
dropped off; and before he came up to the tents 
of the women, almoft every flep wis printed 
in blood. £ven the natives began to complain; 
but none of them were nearly fo bad as he 
was. 

As foon as he arrived at the women's encamp- 
ment, he immediately fet about bathing and 
cleaning his feet 5 and by the afliftance of a com- 
mon drefling and reft, he was likely in a fliort 
time to get well. Refl, however, fo elTential to 
his recovery, was not to be procured j for, after 
halting a day, the Indians again refumed their 
march, and he was obliged to follow them. 

On the 31ft they reached the fpot where thr 
greateft number of the women^ and all the chil* 
dren, were tOsWait their return. Here they found 
iieveral Indian tents } but none of Matonabbee's 
party had arrived. However, a fmoke being f(^n 
to the eaftward, two young men were fent in 
queft of them i and on the ^h of Auguft, they 
all joined, with a number of other Indians, fo 
that they now filled forty tents. Here the for- 
mer hudsand of one of Matonabbee's wives^ who 
had eloped, brought her back again; but the 
chief had the magnanimity to take no notice of 
)>er, and bade her depart ; obferving that if fhc 
had refpedted him as (he ought, ihe would not 
have left him, and therefore ihe was free to go 
where ^e pleafed. The woman afieded concern 
end reluctance, though moft aifuredly it was not 
fracerc. She returned to her firft huibands tent, 
and probably both were happy. 

Several of the Indians being indifpofed, the 
conjurers^ who are always the do&QVB, began to 
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tiryllicir {kill to efFcd their recover}'. No medi- 
cixie> favc charms, is ufed for any complaint, 
vbether external or internal. In ordinary cafes, 
ibcking the difeafed part> blowing, and iinging 
te-itj fpitting, and uttering much unintelligible 
jargon, compofe the procefs of the cure. 

For complaints in the bowels, it is common to 
ice tbofe jugglers blowing up the anus till their 
eyes are almoft ready to ftart from their fockets ; 
and this operation is performed without regard 
wage or fex. The accumulation of fo large a 
quantity of wind is apt, at times, to occafion fome 
extraordinary emotions in the patient; and it is 
a laughable fcene, in fuch cafes, to fee the dodor 
and the iick perfon ; the one blowing up wind^ 
and the other eafing nature, perhaps at one and 
the fame moment. 

When a friend, for whom they have a particu- 
lar regard, is fuppofed to be dangeroufly ill, they 
occafionally have recourfe to another very extra- 
ordinary piece of fuperftition, namely, fwallow- 
iog hatchets, knives, or the like. 

On thefe occafions, a conjuring houfe is ercft- 
ed, by driving the ends of four fmall poles into 
ihe ground, the tops of which are tied together, 
and then cohered with a tent cloth, with a little 
aperture at top to admit the light. In the mid- 
dle of this tent, the patient is laid 5 and fome* 
limes five or fix conjurers, quite naked, enter; 
and feouring the door, kneel round the ikk, and 
begin to fuck and blow the part affefted. After 
a 2kort procefs of this kind, tbey iing and talk asr 
if converting with familiar fpirits, which they 
pretend adtoally appear to them in the fomr of 
beafts, or birds of prey. 
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Having finiftied this ideal conference, they call 
for the hatchet, bayonet, or the like, which is al- 
ways prepared by another perron,and has .a ftring 
fattened to one end, to aflill in drawing it up 
again, after the) have fwallowed it ; for they do 
not pretend to be able to digeft, or pafs it. 

Our author now faw an experiment of this 
kind. A man being dangerouily ill, and fome 
extraordinary experiments being judged ncccfla- 
ry, one of the conjurers confented to fwallow a 
broad bayonet. The houfe was ere6ked as before 
mentioned, the invocations took place j and the 
bayonet being called for, it difappeared in the 
twinkling of an eye. Mr. Hearne fays, he is not 
credulous enough to fuppofe that the juggler ac- 
tually fwallowed Jt; but he confefles, he could 
fee nothing but the fmall piece of wood at the 
end of the ftring, or one fimilar to it, between 
his teeth. 

The juggler then paraded backward and for-- 
ward for a Ihort time, when he feigned to be 
greatly difordered in his ftomach and bowels; 
and after many wty faces and hideous groans, by 
the help of the ftring and fome tugging, he af 
length produced the bayonet, apparently from his 
mouth, to the no fmall furprife of the fpedators. 
He then looked round with an air of exultation, 
and retiring into the conjuring houfe, renewed his 
incantations, which he continued without inter- 
mi (lion for the fpace of twenty-four hours. 

Our author admits he was not able to deteft 
the deception, more particularly as it was per* 
formed by a naked man ; and the natives them- 
felves fecmed to exuH at this triumph, as they 
fuppofed it, over his former incredulity. The 
lick man foon recovered; and, in a few days 
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Jthey proceeded to the footh-weftj while the 
greated part of the ftranger Indians left them. 
. On the 19th, they reached the fide of Large 
White Stone Lake, which is about forty miles 
IcMig. This is fuppofed by feme to be the fonrce 
of the Copper-Mine River j a ciicumftance which 
J^Ir. Hearne can neither verify nor c6ntradi6t. 

They found deer plentiful the. whole way j and 
many were killed for the fake of their Ikins only. 
The great deflru6tion which is annually made 
among thefe animals is almotl incredible) yet 
there appears no diminution of their numbers 5 
but, in fome places, they are even faid to be more 
plentiful than formerly. 

It requires the prime part of eight or ten deer 
(kins, to make a complete fuit of clothes for a 
^rown perfon, during winter; and all muft be 
procured in the month of Auguft, or early in 
September, el fe the hair will drop off with the 
flighteft injury. 

Befides the ikins with the hair on, each perfon 
wants feveral others to be drefled in leather, for 
.ftockings, (hoes, and light fummer clothing. Se- 
veral more are alfo employed in a parchment 
flate, to make thongs, or netting, for various 
purpofes ; fo that each individual expends, in the 
courfe of a year, upwards of twenty deer ikins, 
in clothing and other domeflic ufes, exclufive of 
tent clothes and bags. 

Indeed, during winter, the fpare Ikins produce 
a number of warbles, which the natives pick out 
and eat as common food. Some of them are as 
large as the joint of a finger; and the children, 
in particular, are very fond of them. Mr. Hearne 
fays, that, except thefe warbles and body lice, he 
has tailed of every diih in ufe among the natives; 
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but though he did not pretend to be over A^Hi* 
cate, he never cou]d bring himfelf to eat them. 

The month of Oftober is the rutting feafon^ 
after which the bucks feparate from the does : 
the former proceed to the woods, and the latter 
keep in the barren ground the whole year. 

The deer, in thofe regions, are indeed geneniW- 
ly in motion from eaft to weft, or from weft to 
caft, according to the feafon, and the prevailio|^ 
winds. This is the principal reafoii why the 
northern Indians are always ihifting their fta- 
lions ', for as deer are their chief food, and their 
ikins are indifpenfable, it is impoOible lor theot 
to exift long at a diftance from their game. 

After leaving Stone White Lake, they proceed- 
ed to the fouth-weft, at the rate of about twelve 
miles a day 5 and, on the 3d of September, arriv* 
cd at a fmall river conneded with Point Lake. 
Here the weather was fo boiilerous, that it was 
fome days before they could venture to crofs it ia 
their canoes ; but the time of the Indians was 
not loft by this interruption, as they killed nam:* 
bers of deer, as well for their ikins as their fleih. 

In the afternoon of the 7th, they pafled the 
river, and fliaped their courfe by the (ide of Point 
Lake to the north-weft. After three days eafjr 
journeys, they came to a fcrubby wood, which wa« 
the firft of any magnitude they had (ben for up- 
wards of three months. 

One of the Indian women, who had been fome 
time in a lingering ftate, was now become fa 
weak as to be incapable of travelling, which, 
among thofe people, is the moft deplorable fitua* 
tion to which a human being can be reduced. 
No expedients were tried for her recovery, whe* 
ther for want of friends, pr from the fuppofed ia» 
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ubility of it^ is unknown; and (he was inhuman- 
ly left, unaffiftcd, to her fate. 

This, it appears, i$ a common pra6ticc, (hock- 
ing as it is ', and they juftify it by faying, that it 
is better to leave one who is paft recovery, than 
for the whole family to (it down and (tarve in the 
fame place. On fuch occadons, however, the 
friends, or the relauons of the (ick, generally 
leave fome viduals and water, and often a little 
firing, with plenty of deer (kins. They then walk 
away crying, without mentioning the road they 
mean to purfue. 

; Inftanccs have occurred of fuch deferted per- 
fons recovering, and regaining their friendy. The 
poor woman, juft mentioned, thrice came up to the 
party ; but at lad her ftrength totally failed her 
— Ihe dropped behind, and was noticed no more. 

A cuftom fo unnatural is not often found 
among the human race; but the northern In- 
dians are certainly not the only favagcs in this 
refpe^lj and they have a better excufe, from the 
iiece(fity they are under to be a6tive during the 
favourable fcafon, than any other people who are 
guilty of this violation of all fecial feeling. 

The early part of September gave indications 
that winter was approaching; and being now got 
among the woods, the Indians purpofed halting 
for fome time, to drefs their Ikins for winter 
clothing, and to furniih themfelves with tent 
poles, fnow ihocs, and temporary fledges. 

Towards the middle of the month, the weather 
becanie. more mild and open, and continued fo 
for feveral days; but they had almoft inceflant 
rain. On the 28th, the wind (hifted to the north- 
weftj and blew ib cold) thiit in two days all the 
. . . :< C.C3 ^ . , laker 

jitized by CjOOg I 



2Q& |UBARNB*S JOUSNBT; 

lakes and ftanding waters were frozen over, hard 

enough to bear them without danger. 

Odober commenced with heavy falls of fnow 
and much drift. On the 6ib, the wind blew 
with fo much violence as to overfet feveral of the 
tents> and, among the reft, that in which Mr^ 
Hearne lodged. By this misfortune, his qnadrant^ 
though well fecured, was fo much damaged as to 
be entirely ufelefs ; and he, therefore, divided its 
fragments among the Indians. 

On the 23d, feveral Copper and Dog-ribbed 
Indians arrived at the tents, as it appeared, bf 
previous appointment, and fold their furs for fuch 
articles of iron as the northern Indians had in 
their poffeffion. One of the Indiansy in Mr. 
Hearne's party, got forty beavers' Ikins, and (iKtf 
martins', for a lingle piece of iron, which he had 
found means to purloin the lad time he vifited 
the fort. 

One of the ftrangers brought forty beaver 
(kins, with which he intended to pay Matonab* 
bee an old debt 3 hut one of the other Indians 
feized the whole, notwithftanding he knew for 
whom they were defigned 5 and this irritated the 
chief fo mttch> that he renewed his refolution of 
retiring to the Athapafco Indians. Our aathof 
did not now much interfere in his determination, 
though he told him that he thought fuch beba« 
yiour uncivil, efpecially in a man of his rank and 
dignity 5 but h£ difcovered afterwards, that th«y 
all intended to take a huotine expedition into 
that country, &>r the fake of tEe moofe and the 
beaver, which are either vtiry fcarcc, or never 
ihtn in the northern Indian territories. 

Indeed, ejtcept a few martins, wolves, qaick- 
iatebcs, foxes, and otters, are the chief furs to be 
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met with in thofc parts ; apd, out of fotnc fopcr- 
fiitious notion/few of the northern Indians chufe 
to kill either the wolf or the quickhatch, which 
they fuppofe to be more than common animals. 

By the end of Odober> all their clothes and 
winter Implements were ready, and they once 
inofe began to move. From the lH to the 5 th 
of November they walked over the ice of a large 
lake, which, as it had no appellation before, our 
author called No Name Lake. This (beet of 
water, or rather of ice, as it then was, is about 
£fty miles long and thirty-five broad. It is faid 
to abound with fine fiih ; and in the ^ate it then 
was, the Indians caught fome fine trout and 
perch. 

Having paifed this lake, they ihaped their 
courfc to the fouth-weft, and on the 10th reach« 
cd the commencement of the main woods, when 
, they prepared their proper {ledges, and proceeded 
again to the fouth-weft. No game was killed' 
for fome time, except a few partridges; how- 
ever, they had by no means exhavffted their flock 
of prorifions. 

After palling Methy Lake, and walking near 
eighty miles on a fmall river that iffues from it, 
cm the 20th tiiey reached Indian Lake. This 
piece of water, though not more than twenty 
nulesover, is celebrated for producing plenty of 
£ne fifli even in winter ; and accordingly the In- 
diana fet their nets with fuch fuccefs, that la 
about ten days they laded the women's iledges* 
with roes only. Tittinaeg, barbel, and pike were 
the only fiih they caught here. Two ponnd» 
weight of roes/ well brui fed, will make- four gal** 
Ifma of excellent foop, very pleifant to the eye^ 
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The land round this lake is very hilly, and c6n« 
lifts chiefly of loofe ftones and rocks. However, 
there are fome parts well clothed with poplars, 
pines, fir, and birch. Rabbits were fo plentiful 
here, that feveral of the Indians caught twenty or 
thirty in a night with fnares 5 and wood partridges 
were no lefs numerous in the trees. The flefti of 
the latter is generally black and bitter, from their 
feeding on the bruih of the fir tree. 

During their Clay at Indian Lake, a man being 
entirely palfied on one fide, the dodors, or rather 
conjurers, fet about curing himj and the perfon 
who had fwallowed a bayonet in the fummer, 
now offered to fwallow a piece of board, as large 
as a barrel ftave, for his recovery. 

After the ufual preparatory ceremonies, the 
board was delivered to the conjurer, who appa- 
rently {hoved one-third of it down his throat, and 
then walked round the company, continuing to 
fwallow it, till no part was vifible, except a foiall 
piece of the end. 

As our author had doubted the former trial of 
his Ikill, the Indians, to core his unbelief, gave 
him the moft favourable ftation for feeing the ex- 
ploit performed} but ftill, though he could not be 
convinced of what was in itl'elf impoffible, he 
was unable to deted the impofition. 

Soon after, being queftioned as to his opinion 
of the per^Drmance, as he was unwilling to offend 
by 6wning his fentiroents that it was a juggle, he 
only hinted at the impolfibility of fwallowing a 
piece of wood, longer than the man's whole back, 
and twice as wide as bis mouth. On this fome 
of them laughed at him for his ignorance; and 
l^id, that the fpirits in waiting fwallx>wed, or 
Other wife conveyed' away, the ffick^ and only left 
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tiie forked end apparently dicking ont of the 
conjurer's mouth. Matonabbee, thoogh a man 
of fenfe and obfervation^ was fo bigotted to the 
reality of thofc feits, that he affured Mr. Hearne 
he had feen a man fwallow a child's cradle with 
as m^uch eafe as he could fold up a piece of paper 
and put it in his mouth. 

Though they pretend that the whole is done 
by the intervention of fpirits, and that each con* 
jurer has his familiar to afiifl him, who appears 
ifi various forms, there can be no doubt of the 
deception ; but fiili it is admirably performed. 

As foon as the conjurer had finished the fwal- 
lowing remedy, five other men and an old womaut 
ail proficients in the art, flripped quite naked, 
and entered with him into the conjuring houfe, 
where they began to fuck, blow, iing, and dance 
round the poor paralytic; and continued this 
farce for three days and as many nights, without 
intersniiBon, or taking the leafi refreihment. 

At la ft, when they came out, their months 
were quite parched and black, and they were not 
able to articulate a fingle fyllable. They laid 
themfelves on their backs with their eyes fixed, 
as if in the agonies of death ; and for the firft 
day were treated like young children, by being 
fed by hand. 

The paralytic, however, had not only recover- 
jtd his appetite, but was able to move all the 
fingers and toes of the fide that had been fo long 
dead. In three weeks he could walk : and at 
the end of fix went a hunting for hir family* 
After that he accompanied Mr. Hearne to the 
fort, and frequently vifited the fadory during the 
following years. But his nature feemed quite 
changed; for. from being lively, benevolent, and 
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good natared^ he became pen five, quanrelfome, 

and difcontcnted ; and never recovered the look 

ofhiealth. 

• Though the reality of the deception performed 

by the Indian^ conjurers mull be unquedionable, 

the apparent good effeds of their charois on the 

fick and difeafed, can only be accounted for oa 

the principle of faith in the patient, which fcts 

the mind at eafe, and infpires hope^ fo eflential 

to the well-being of man. 

As a proof of the implicit con^dence which is 
placed in the fupernatural powers of thefc jug- 
glers, even Ihe threat of revenge on any perfon 
that has offended them is often fatal. The veiy 
idea that the conjurer poflefles the means of de- 
ilrudion, preys on the fpirits of the unhappy Tic- 
tims of his ill will, and foon brings on a diforder 
that terminates his exigence. A whole family 
has fome times funk into the grave, merely from 
the fancied dread of a conjurer's refentment. 

Mr. Hearne fays, the natives always thought 
him polfeffed of this art 5 and, accordingly, he 
was once folicited to kill a man, who had oflTcnd- 
ed a chief, and who was then feveral hundred 
miles off. To pleafe his friend, he drew fome 
rude figures on a bit of paper, and gave it to 
the Indian, who wiihed for the deftrudion of his 
enemy. But what was our authors furprife to 
hear the next year, that the man, who was then 
in perfeft health, being acquainted with his de- 
£gn againft him, almotl immediately iickened, 
and dietf. He was frequently afterwards impor- 
tuned to execute revenge on others; but having 
once edablifhed his charaAer by this fatal in- 
fiance of Indian credulity, he never complied, ia 
future, with fuch requefts. However, this gain- 
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ed bim credit with the natives, and ferved to 
ke^p them in awe, when he was afterwards chief 
of the fort. 

They left Indian Lake on the 1 ft of December, 
and directing their courfe to the fouthward, they 
arrived on the north fide of the great Athapufco 
Lake, on the 24th. In their way they faw many 
deer and beaver, plenty of which the Indians 
killed. The days now were fo <hort, that the 
fun only took a circuit of a few points of the 
compafs above the horizon 5 but the brilliancy of 
the aurora borealis and the ftars, even without 
the afliftance of the moon, made fome amends 
for that deficiency, and were fufCcient to enable 
them to hunt the beaver, though not the deer or 
moofe. 

In the high northern latitudes, every variation 
of the colour or pofition of the aurora borealis is 
attended with a ruftling and crackling noife, like 
the waving of a large flag in a frefh gale of wind. 
As this phenomenon is folved on the principle of 
eledricity, it is fufificient to notice it, to make it 
intelligible to the fcientific. 

Indian deer, as they are called, the only fpecies 
found in thofe parts, except the moofe, are vaftly 
larger than thofe which frequent the barren 
grounds in the territories of the northern Indians. 
Their hair is of a fandy red colour during winter; 
their horns, though fironger, arc lefs branching 
than the other kind ; and their flelh is more 
coarfe, but ftill excellent food. 

The beaver, however, was here the grand objeft 
of thelndians attention, both on account of itsflefh 
and fur. Much as F.uropeans have heard about 
this animal, which, according to fome, is almoft 
a rational being, Mr. Hearne has fet the public 
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right In various particulars refpeding it ; and de- 
teded the ignorance, or intentional faifitjr, of other 
writers on this fuhje^, in numerous instances. 

He fays, the fituation of the beaver houfes is 
various. Where thcfe animals are very plentiful^ 
they are found to inhabit lakes, ponds^ and rivers, 
as well as the narrow creeks which connect the 
lakes. In general, however, they prefer the rivers 
and creeks, on account of the advantage of the 
current^ to float the materials for their habita« 
tions. 

Such as build their houfes in fmall rivers and 
creeks, which are liable to become dry, fhew ad 
admirable indiqd in providing againii this cala- 
mity, by throwing a dam quite acrofs the dream; 
and in nothing do they (hew more ability and 
forefight than in this, whatever fagacity fome are 
ready to allow them. 

Thefe dams are conftruded of drift wood, green 
willows, birch, and poplar, mud and dones, ov 
whatever materials can moft readily be procured. 
Their houfes are alfo made of dmilar articieiB, and 
always proportioned in fize to the number of in- 
habitants, which feldom exceed four old, and fix 
or eight young ones. It is a midake, however^ 
to fay; that they have different apartments for 
their neceflary conveniences ; all that the beaver 
ieems to aim at, is to have a dry place to lie on. 

It, indeed, frequently happens, that fome of 
the large houfes have one or more partitions^ 
but between the inhabitants of thefe, no more 
than a focial intercourfe is kept up; nor have 
they any common communication but by water. 

The accounts we read, in fome books, relped- 
ing the manner in which the beavers build their 
boufes and d^ms, Mr. Hearne a0ures us, are mere 
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fi£BoB9. They can neither drive piles, wattle 
their buildings, faw trees, nor nfe their tails as a 
trowel. Yet their fagacity is not fmall ; and they 
perform all thafc can be expeded from animals of 
their fize and flrei^h. 

Their work is entirely executed in th« night, 
and they are fo expeditions in completing it, that 
our author lays, he has frequently been aftoniih- 
cd to fee the quantity of mud they had colleded 
in one night, or the progrefs they had made in a 
dam or houfe. 

The chief food is a root refembling a cabbage 
llalk, which grows at the bottom of lakes and ri- 
vers^ and which is acceffible to them at all fea^ 
fons. They are alfo fond of the bark of trees 
during the fummer, and fuch kinds of herbage 
and berries as the vicinity fnpplies. 

When the ice breaks np in the fpring, tho 
beavers quit their habitations, and rove about 
during the fummer, probably in queft of a more 
favourable iituation; but if they cannot fuit 
themfelves better, they return to their old habi- 
tations foon enough to lay in their winter ilock of 
woods. 

NotwiihAandIng what has been repeatedly re- 
ported, in regard to their forming towns and com- 
oaonwealths, Mr. Heame fays he 13 confident, 
that even where the greatefl number of beavers 
are aflembled together, their labours are not car- 
vied on jointly, nor have they any mutuality of 
interefts, Except in fupporting the dam, which is 
common to feveral houfes. In fuch cafes they 
luve, no doubt^ fagacity enough to (ee that what 
as of utility to all, fhould be repaired by the la- 
boars of eadu 
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The beaver is capable of Iceeping a long tim^ 
under water 5 fo that when their houfes arc 
broken up> and their retreats cut off, they gene- 
rally retire to the vaults in the banks, as their laft 
refource ; and here the greateft number of them 
are taken. 

In winter they are very fat and delicious eat- 
ing, and their furs very valuable; bat in fummer, 
during the breeding time, and when they are 
roving about, neither their flefh nor their ikins 
are of much confequence. They produce frona 
two to five young at a time $ and though feveral 
varieties of them are mentioned, it is mod proba- 
ble, that the difference of feafon alone occafions 
the apparent didindion '^. 

The beaver is a remarkably cleanly animal; 
and is capable of being, in a great meafure, do- 
mefticated. Mr. Hearne kept fcveral of them, 
that anfwered to their names, and followed him 
and fondled on him like dogs. He had a houfe 
built for them, and a fmall piece of water before 
the door, into which they always plunged, when 
Ihey wanted to eafe nature. In winter they lived 
on the common food of the natives, and were re- 
markably fond of rice and plum pudding. They 
would even cat partridges and venifon freely j and 
were theconjlant attendants on the Indian women 
and children, for whom they (hewed a great par- 
tiality, and were always uneafy in their abfence. 

After appropriating feverai days to hunting 
beaver, they proceeded acrofs the Athapufco Lake, 
in the beginning of January 1772, and arrived on 
the fouth fide of it on the 9th. From the befl 

« Linnaeus defcritcs three fpcciu of beavers, which appear 
to be diftm^. 
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laformatioQy this Idke appears to be about one 
bundred and twenty leagues long, from eaft to 
.we(l, and twenty wide, from north to fouth. It 
is fullof iilands moft of which are well clothed 
with trees, and (locked with Indian deer.. 
, This lake produces vail quantities of fifh, fuch 
9s pike, trout, perch, barbel, tittameg, and me- 
thy: the two laft fpecies pf fiih are peculiar to 
this country^ and the fliees, a fifli refembling a 
pike, to this lake only. 

The trout here weigh commonly from thirty- 
five to forty pounds. Pike are alfo of an incre- 
dible fize. 

. On reaching the fouth fide of this lake, they 
found the fcene very agreeably altered. Indead 
of an entire jumble of rocks and hills, they en- 
tered on a fine champaign country, where icarce* 
ly a done was to be feen. 

Buffalo, rooofe, and beaver were very abund- 
ant ; and in many places they could difcover the 
tracks of martins, foxes, quickhatches, and other 
animals of the fur kind. The three former anU 
mals, however, were the fole objeds of the In- 
dians purl'uit, perhaps principally on account of 
the excellency of their fletVi. 

The buffaloes ' appear much larger than the 
Engliih black cattle, particularly the bulls. Their 
Ikin is of an incredible thicknefs, particularly 
about the neck 5 the horns are black, fhort, and 
almoff ftraight, but very thick at the bafe. The 
tail is only about a foot long; and the hair of tbe 
body is foft and curled, generally of a fandy 
brown colour. 

The flefh of this animal is entirely free from 

any dilagreeable fmell or flavour^ and is equal to 
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the fineil beef. Tbe hundi is reckened t rery 
delicate bit. The tongue alfo is much «fteemed. 
. Tbe mooGs dejcr often exceeds the largeft borfe, 
both in height and balk { but the length of tbe 
legs, the ibortnefg of the neck, and tbe difpro*^ 
portionatie fizeof the head and ears, give them a 
very awkvard appearance; and prevent tbem 
from gramig on lev^ ground like other animals* 
In fumnier, they bn>wfe on tbe tops of large v&» 
getables, and the leaves of trees $ and in winter^ 
they fubdift enttrdy on the fmall branches of the 
willow and birch trees. 

They are the mod inofFenfive of all animals^ 
and never attempt reiiftanoe. It is nothing un- 
vtAial for an Indian to paddle his canoe up to one 
of them, and take it by the poll without ^oppofi^ 
tion. They are ea€ly tamed j and Mr. Hearne 
fays, he has fcen fome of them that would follow 
their keeper, and in every thing obey his voice. 

The fleih of the moote is good> though rather 
coarfer and tougher than other venifon. Hid 
nofe and tongue are peculiar delicacies. All the 
external fat is foffc, and when put into a bladder^ 
is as £ne as marrow. 

In all its adions and attitudes, the moofe ap« 
pears very uncouth ; its gait is ihambling, and it 
is both tender footed and fhort winded. The ikin 
makes excellent tent-covers and fhoe-leather, and 
is dreHed for various other purpofes. 

On tbe 1 1th of January, as fome of the Indians 
were engaged in hunting, they difcovered the 
track of a ^ran^e fnow ihoe, and tracing it, they 
came to a little hut, where they found a young 
woman alone. She proved to be one of the weft- 
em Do^-ribbed Indians, who had been taken 
prifoner by thofe of Athapufcoi in the fummer of 
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1770> ^nd had eloped from them the following 
feafon, when they were in the vicinity, with an 
intention of returning to her own country 5 but 
the diftance being fo great, fhe had forgot the 
track, and had^ therefore, built a hut for her 
protedtion, in which fhe had lived about fevea 
moons, without feeing a human face. 

During this time (he had fupported herfelf by 
fnaring partridges, rabbits, and fquirrels. That 
ihe had not been in want was evident from her 
appearance, and the dock of provifions flie had 
ftill by her. Of a real Indian, (he was one of the 
fineft women, in our author's opinion, of any he 
ever faw. 

She had (hewn infinite ingenuity in procuring 
a livelihood. When the few deer finews, fhe had 
carried off with her, were all expended in making 
fnares, and fewing her clothes; ihe had ufed 
thofe of the legs of rabbits with much dexterity 
aud fuccefs. Of the Ikins of thofe animals, ihe 
had likewife madeherfelf a complete and neat fuit 
of winter clothes ; and it was evident, fhe had 
extended her care beyond mere comfort, as her 
d<:efs exhibited no little variety of ornament. 

Her leifure hours had been employed in twid- 
ing the inner rind of willows into fmall lines, of 
which fhe intended to make a fifhing net. Five 
or fix inches of an iron hoop ferved her for a 
knife, and this, together with an awl of the fame 
metal, were all the implements in her pofleflion* 
She lighted a fire by rubbing two hard fulphure- 
ous l^oncs again ft each other, and when a few 
fparks were produced, fhe had touchwood ready 
to receive them. 

The comelincfs of her perfon, and her approv- 
ed accomplifhmcnts^ occafioned a firong contefl 
D d 3 . among 
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fiuxiong the party who ihouM have her to "wife i 
and (he was adually won and loil by almoft ten 
men the fame evening. Matonabbee/ though he 
had no lefs than feven, women grown, and a 
young girl about twdvc years old, wilhed to pat 
in his claim for her : but one of his wives (hamed 
him from this, by obferving, that he h^d women 
enough already. This piece of fatire, however 
true it might be, irritated the chief fo much, that 
he fell upon the poor creature, and bruifed her fa 
exce (lively, that after lingering fome time> iho 
cicaped from his tyranny and life. 

It appeared that when the Athapufco Indiana 
furprifed the friends of the young woman, they 
had butchered them all, except herfelf and three 
other women. Among the vidims of their barba<« 
rity w^re her father, mother, and huiband. She 
had a child about four months old, which ihc 
concealed in a bundle of clothing, and carried 
with her; but, when they joined the Athapufco 
women, one of them fnatched it from her, and 
killed it on the fpot *. Her new hulband, (hc^ 
faid, was remarkably fond of her, and kind to 
her; but this piece of barbarity (he could never 
forgeti and took the firft opportunity of eloping 
from the murderers of her infant. Afle^ing as- 
this (lory was, and told at the fame time with 
correfpondent feeling, Mr. Hearne fays, bis par- 
ty only laughed at it, and turned it into ridicule. 

Continuing their cour(e to the fouth-weft, on 
the l6th they arrived at the Grand Athapufco Ri- 
ver, at a place where it was about two miles wide, 

"* Dirgraceiul as it is to the female cbara^r, our author 
infarms us, that it ii ufual for the womeo of the fouthera In- 
dians, when their hulbands are gnin^ to war, to beg that they 
will brine a flavc fer them to kiU. r- 



The furroandifig woods were very laxunant| 
and the banks of the river were nearly one hun* 
dred foet above the ordinary level of the water. 
The foil was rich and loacny>and fome of the pines^ 
that grew here, were large enough to make mafts 
for (hips of the firft rate. In the river are fcv%-- 
ral idandSf much frequented by the moofe deer. 

Agreeably to Matonabbee*8 propofal, they con* 
tinqed their march up this river for many day8> 
in hopes of falling in with foroe of the natives > 
but though they faw feveral of their former en* 
campments, they did not difcover one of the peo« 
pie. Thus difappointed in their expedations, it 
was refolved to fpeod as much time in hunting^ 
the moofe, buffalo^ a&d beaver, as could be al- 
lowed, confident with their purpofed return to 
the fort, by the ufual period of the ihips* arrival 
from England. 

Accordingly, on the 27th of January^ they di« 
reded their courfe to the eadward ; but as game 
was very plentiful, they made frequent halts. 

About the middle of February, they walked 
ftlong a fmall river, which empties itfelf into 
Xake Clowey, where they had built their canoes 
the year before. On the 24th, they were joined 
by a northern Indian leader and his followers^ 
who prefented Matonabbee and our author witb 
fome roll tobacco, and about two quarts of bran* 
dy. The tobacco was very acceptable, as theiir 
ftock of that article had been long expended. 

As this vicinity abounded in game, many dayi 
were fpent in hunting, feafting, and preparing 
fuch a quantity of flefh, as might ferve them foif 
fome time ; well knowing, from experience, that 
a few days walk farther to the eaftwardi wouki 
deprive them of the living animals* ^ , ' 
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The ftrangers^ who had left the fort, about 
November 177 1, ^oon proceeded on their journey 
to the north-weAward 5 except a few who had 
been lucky in hunting, and refolved to accompa- 
oy than back to the fadory^ to difpofe of their 
fiirs. 

On the lad day of February, they refumed their 
journey ; and foon after the Indians fell in with 
« party of poor inofFenfive people, whom they 
plundered of all they had, add even carried off 
tome of their yourig women. Thefe repeated 
ads of violent and unptovoked aggreifion, ferved 
to increafe our author*s indignation ; and he felt 
very fenfibly for this in particular, as it was com- 
mitted on a fet of harmlA creatures, who were 
almofl fecluded from all other human fociety. 

It appeared that for upwards of a generation^ 
one fimily only, as it may be called, had taken up 
their winter abode in thofe woods, which are fo 
much out of the ufual track of the other Indi- 
ans, as to be very feldom vifited by them. The 
fituation, however, was mod favourable for game 
of every kind, at the different feafons j but the 
general dependence was on fifli and partridges. 
Thefe advantages had tempted this iimple race 
to take up their abode here; feveral hundred 
miles from the reft of their tribe. 

By the ift of March, they began to leave the 
l^vcl country of the Athapufcos, and to approach 
the ftony mountains, which bound the northern 
Indian country. On the 14th, they difcovcred 
the tracks of more ftrangers, and next day came 
i^p with them. Among them was a perfon who 
l^d carried a le^er from Mr. Hearne to Prince 
of Wales Fort, about a year before ', and no^ ac* 

. ^cideptally 
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etdentallf met him^ and returned aa anfwer^ dat« 
ed in June 1771. 

Tbefe Indians having obtained a few furi> 
joined tbelr party, which now con lifted of about 
two hundred perfons. Our author found great 
reafon to lament the lofs' of his quadrants, as h6 
, was unable to afcertain diftances and fituations, 
however defirable it would have been both for cu* 
riofity and information, in a country which no 
other European ever traverfed* 

On the 19th, they took up their lodgings nenf 
3Large Pike Lake, which they crofled next day, 
ijvhere it was not more than feven miles wide* 
The fubfeqoent day they paffed Bedodid Lake> 
which is abcmt forty miles long and only thred 
broad ; fo that it has the appearance of a river* 
The Indians faid it was (hut up on all fides b^ 
high lands, coN'eredwith pines of vaft magnitude^ 
compared to which, the European firs are only 
like fruit trees. 

The thaws now commenced, and from the lat- 
ter end of March to the middle of April, they 
were coniiderable about noon j but it commonly 
froze at night, and walking was by no meanii 
pleafant. The moofe deer now began to become 
very fcarce. On the 12th of April, they faw fe* 
veral fwans fiying to the northward, which being 
birds of parage, were confidered as the harbingers 
of fpring. 

On the 14th, they pitched thdr tents on Thee- 
leo-aza River, where they found fome families of 
Grange northern Indians, employed in fnaring 
deer; and fo poor, that they had not a gun 
among them. The villaini, however, in our aa^ 
thor's party, fo far from adminiftering to thedl 
rdiefi robbed them of every ufeful article, and"^ 
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a))ufed fome of their youhg women in a manner 
too (hocking to mention, J n fpitc of all the rc- 
inonftrances he could make. 

Deer being plentiful near this fpot, they halted 
))ere ten days, in order to prepare and dry a quan* 
tity of the ficfti to carry with them. 

The thaw now was fo confiderable, that fome 
bare land appeared 3 and the ice on the iireania 
b^gan to break up. 

On the 25th, as the weather was very^ inviting, 
they again fet out ; but on the ift of May, a hea- 
vy fall of fnow came on, attended with a bitter 
gale of wind, which increafed to fuch a degree, 
that they were incapable of (landing upright, 
and the cold was extremely piercing. 

The 2d proved fine with warm fun-ihinc ; and 
Slaving dried their wet clothes, they proceeded to 
the place where it was intended to build their 
canoes^-'but in confequence of a difpute between 
Matonabbee and fome^of his countrymen, he de- 
termined to travel farther to the eaftward before 
they fet about this nece(rary duty. 

For fome days the weather was hot and plea* 
fant. On the 6th, they fell in with fome flrange 
Indians, wh6 were proceeding to the fa^ory with 
their furs ; and on the invitation of Matonabbee^ 
they joined company. 

After a reft of four days, it was agreed on to 
leave the elderly people and young children here, 
in the care of fome Indians, till the return of 
their relations from the fort. Matters being thus 
iettled, they fet out on the 11th, at a much 
britker pace than before j and in the afternoon of 
the fame day, overtook fome more Ifldians laden 
with furs. 
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The l^h was fo warm, and the water fo deep 
on the top of the ice, as to render walking on it 
not only unpleafant but dangerous. It was, there- 
fore, found neceflary to conftru6t their canoes 
without delay 5 and this bufinefs being accom* 
pliihed by the 18th, they proceeded through 
fwanips of mud, water, and wet fnow, which 
froze to their ftockings and ihoes in fuch large 
crufts, as to render travelling very laborious, and 
to e&pofe them to the danger of having their 
limbs froft-bitten. 

The weather, on the 21 ft, was fo fharp, that 
the fwamps and ponds were once more frozen 
over; and.they found it tolerable walking. This 
day feveral Indians turned back for want of pro<« 
vifionsi which now began to run fcarce, and no 
new fuppUes were to be found, except a few 
geefe. 

The following day they had the good fortune 
to kill two deer^ but the party was now fo large, 
that four of the northern deer were not more 
than adequate to a iingle meal. 

On the 25th, feveral more of the Indians aban« 
doned the journey, for fear of famine; and as they 
had travelled hard for fome days, all heavy laden> 
and in great diftrefs for want of food, fome of them 
beeamp^ too weak to carry their furs any farther, 
and it^any others, being deftitute of guns and am- 
munition, were no longer capable of "bearing them 
company., 

Mr- Hearne, indeed, had plenty of both, but 
felf-prefervation obliged him to referve it for the 
ufe of his immediate attendants; efpecially as 
geefe and other birds were the only game they 
had to expeft till they reached the fort. ' 
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Thcf? !26tb.wa8 £ne and pkafantj and afia^ 
tiraiking aboat fore miles, they fell in with avd 
killed three deer, which, as their numbers wrro 
confiderably leflened, ferved them for two or three 
ineals^ with little expence of ammnnition; 

They croffed Cathawhacbaga river on the dOtk 
of May» on the ice, whieh broke up (boa after 
the laft of the party left it. Symptoms of bad 
weather now appeared ; and it was not long be« 
fore the rain descended in torrents, and obliged 
them, in the middle of the night, to retire for 
ibcurity to the top of an adjacent hill, where the 
irioleoce of the wind would not permit them to 
ered their tents. In this dreary (ituation, they 
x#mained> till the 3d of June, without the leaft 
Idfreflimentf in the courfe of which time the 
wind fhifted all round the compafs, and the/* 
changed their pofition with it. 

On the 4th, the ftorm abated; and hunger 
compelled them to advance, wet and exhaufted as 
they were. In the courfe of that day*8*;Journey 
they killed fome geefe, but barely fufiicient to 
keep them from Harving. 

On the 8th, however, they were fortunate 
enough to kill five deer, which put them all in 
Mgh fpirits; and from the numbers they faw, they 
l:^gan to indulge the hopes that moro^lentiful 
times awaited them, during the remainder of 
their journey. 

On the 9th, as they were continuing their 
courfe in the diredion of the factory, they' faw 
feveral fmokes, and fpoke with different parties 
of northern Indians.; but anxious to get on, they 
did not lofe much time in converikdon. 
, For many days after, they foimd plenty of pro- 
Tifions } and as the weather was remarkably fine 
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and pleafant, their circumftanccs were vaftly al- 
tered for the better; and they almoft forgot their 
former fufFerings. The thoughts too of apppoach- 
ing the fort gave them new refolution, and mo- 
derate diflSculties were overlooked. 

On the 18th, they arrived at Egg River, frorat 
whence Mr. Hearne difpatched a letteir to the 
chief at Fort Prince Wales, to inform him of his 
being fo far advanced. Here they halted a day 
to prepare food to carry with them. 

Early on the morning of the 2§th they arrived 
at Seal River ; but the wind blew fo ftrong, that 
they could not venture to crofs it in their little 
canoes, before the afternoon. 

On the 28th, as they were croffing Po-co-thee- 
kis-co River, they were joined by fome Indians 
from Fort Churchill, who brought them a little 
tobaccoj and next morning^ey had the fatisfac- 
tion to arrive fife at Fort Prince Wales, after an 
abfence of eighteen months and twenty days. 

'*' Though my difcoveries," fays Mr. Hearne, 
*' are not likely to prove of any material advan- 
tage to the nation at large, or, indeed, to-the 
Hudfon*s Bay Company, yet I had the pleafure to 
think, that I had fully executed the inllrudions 
I received ; and that this journey has put an end 
to all difputes refpeding a North- weft Paffage 
through Hudfon*s Bay. It will alfo wipe off the 
ill-grounded and unjuft afperiions of fome voy* 
agers and travellers, thrown on the Hudfon's Bay 
Company, as being averfe to difcoveries in this 
quarter." We ihall now conclude this very inte- 
refting journey with fome additional remarks on 
the northern Indians. . ' 

In their perfons they are generally above the' 
middle fize, well proportioned, ftrong, and robuft; 
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.but ate lef^ volatile and active than fome ef the 
other Indian tribes. Their complexion i$ of ^ 
dark copper cad^ their hair blacky loDg, anj 
firaight j and few of the men h^ve naturs^Uf ^y 
beard, and what tbej have they qarefully ^j^tir- 
pate. , 

Their peculiar features, are very ^ow foreheads, 
fmall eyes, high cheek bones, ^on^au notes, full 
cheeks, and in general long broad chins. Tbeic 
ikin is foft and polifhedj^ and when they are cleaa 
drefTed^ they arc quite free from any ofFenfivc 
fmell. They mark their cheeks with three or 
four parallel black ilrokes, which is performed 
by running a needle under the (kin, and ruUWog 
powdered charcoal intp the wound. 

Morofe and covetous, the name of gratitude is 
fcarcely knowp among them. They feeco to take 
a pleafure in enumerating their wants, even 
where they have no profpeft of having them re- 
lieved; and frequently laugh at the dupes of their 
infincerity. 

Harrti uncourteous ufage feepis to agree better 
with theip than kiodnefs } for if the leaft refped 
' be (hewn then?, they hpcpme intpler^bly infolent. 
Ifet, as in all countries and among all people, 
there ar^ iome \vho are capably of euimating in- 
dulgence without trefpafling top. far. 

To defraud the Eurppeans, ^nd^ to overreach 
theni in trade, are their pleafure and their ftudy. 
They difguife their perfons, change their names; 
in (hort, any thing to efca^p paying tteir lawful 
debts, or to enable them to contra^ new ones. 
' Notwithft^nding thofe bad qualities, they are 
one of the miideft of the Indian tribes, the mod 
fobpr, and the luoft pacific, 

i r- 1 Thougli 
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Though jealoufy i^ a general padion among 
the men, marriages are contraded without cerc^ 
tnony, and frequently diffolved with as little. 
Young women have no choice of their own. 
Their* parents match them to the man who feemi 
beft able to maintain them, regardlefs of age, 
perfon, or difpofition. 

Girls are generally betfothed, when children, to 
men grown up. Nor is this pradice deflitute of 
policy 5 where the very exiftence of a family de- 
|)ends fometimes on the induftry and abilities of 
one man. In cafe of a father's death, the poof 
femdle children would frequently be in danger 
of darting, did not thofe early contrads takfe 
place, which are never violated on the part of the 
man, till after confummation at leaft. 

From the age of eight or nine, girls are flriftly 
tt^atched and clofely confined > deprived even of 
innocent and cheerful ^mufements, and cooped 
up bjr the iide of old women, employed in do^- 
tneftic duties of every kind. But the conduft of 
the parents is by no means confident with thefe 
rigid reffraihts. They fet no bounds to the free- 
dom of their cofiverfation before their children. 

Divorces are pretty common for incontinency, 
bad behaviour, or even the want of fuch accom- 
plirtiments as the hulband wiflies to find in a wife. 
This ceremony confifts in nothing but a good 
drubbing, and turning the woman out of doors. 

Providence has mercifully denied the womea 
the fame fecundity as in more genial climesl 
Few produce more than five or fix children j and 
thefe generally at long intervals, which enables 
the parents to bring them up with greater facili- 
ty, than if they had feveral very young children 
to take care of at once. 
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At periodical times, the men and women have 
feparate tents; and this cuftom li fo univerfal 
and fo ftri^y obferved, that if a woman chufea 
to be fulky, (he will make ufe of this privilege^ 
as ihe pretends, and abfent herfelf from her huf- 
"band^ perhaps twice or thrice within a month, 
without his daring to examine into the circum- 
fiances of the deception. A woman in this date 
is never permitted to walk on the ice of rivers 
and lakes, or to approach where the men are 
hunting or fifhing, for fear of preventing their 
facccfs. 

For want of firings rather than choice, tbefe 
poor people are frequently obliged to eat their 
];neat raw, particularly in the fummer feafon, 
when on the barren ground; nor do they ever 
feel a^iy inconvenience from this. Mr. Hearne 
fays, he has been frequently one of a party, who 
has fat down to a frefli-killed deer^ and aifiiled in 
picking the bones quite clean. 

Their poverty is fo great, that not many of 
them are able to purchafe a brafs kettle ; fo that 
they are under the neceflSty of continuing their 
briginial mode of boiling their visuals in large 
upright veflbls, made of birch rind. As thefe 
tvill not admit of being expofed to the £re, the 
defeft is fupplied by red hot ftones, put into the 
water J which fpecdily occafion it to boil. Thev 
have various diHies^ at which the delicate Homack 
pf an European would revolt. The paunch of a 
deer, with all its contents, the parts of generation 
of all animals, both male and female^ the womb 
of the buffalo, elk, and deer, are favourite viands 
among the northern Indians. 

Bows and arrows, their original weapons, are 
now fuperfeded by the ufe of firearcQs^ ci^cept 
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^mong the very pooreft> or when they wifli to fave 
ammunition. Deer are ft-equently killed daring 
the fummer feafon with arrows; but from difufe, 
the Indians are not very dexterous in the ma- 
nagement of thofe weapons. 

Their fledges are of various fizes^ according to 
the length of the people who are to haul them* 
Some are not Icfs than twelve or fourteen feet 
long, and fifteen or iixteen inches wide ; but> in 
general, their dimeniions are much lefs. They 
are compofed of boards, a quarter of an inch 
thick, and about five or fix inches wide^ fewed 
together with thongs of parchment deer fkin. 
The head^ or forepart, is turned up, fo as to form 
a femicircle of about a foot and a half diameter. 
This prevents the fledge from diving into light 
fhow, and enables it to fiide over the inequalitiea 
of the furface. 

The trace, or draught line, is a double f!ring 
made fad to the head; and the bight is put acrofs 
the fhoulders of the hauler, fo as to reft againfl 
ihc bread, which allows the greatefl exertion of 
firength with the leafl toil. 

Their fnow fhoes are fomewhat different from 
the generality ufed in thofe regions, as they muft 
always be worn on one foot, the inner fide of the 
frame being almoft fbraight, and the outfide hav** 
ing a large fweep. The frames are commonly 
made of birch wood, and the netting is compoi- 
ed of thongs of deer fkin. 

Their clothing principally confifis of deer fkin- 
in the hair, which fubjeds them to vermin ; but 
this is far from being confidered as a difgrace ; 
and, indeed, a loufy garment form^ in their efii- 
mation, a delicious repail. Difgufiing aft this 
Qiay appear^ it is^ perhaps, no more indelicate 
\ thaa 
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than dh European Epicure feading 6ft tlife thiit^ 

in cheefc. 

The track of land inhibited by the northern 
Indians reaches from latitdde 5g id 69 deg. and 
is about five hundred ttiiles iti width. Th^ fur-* 
face is frequently corered With a thin fod of 
roofs } but, in g^rieral, it is no mdtt th^n onc^ 
folid maft of rockfe and ftonc^. It produces fome 
Cranberries, and a feWbthdr ihfignificant flirub^ 
and herbage j atld in the tnarflies are fouttd dif- 
fereftt kinds 6f grafs: but naturfe has be6n very 
fparing in her ^ifts in the vegWablri clafs. 

There is a kind df ttidfs 6f a black, bird, 
trumply appearance, growirig oft <he rofcks and 
large ftones, which is of infirilt* ferVice to the na- 
tives, as it fometimes furnifhes them with a tem* 
poriiy fUbfiftence when ho other food is to bd 
procured. When boiled, it turns to a gummty 
confiftence, and is tieither unpalatable hor tm- 
Wholeforae. Fifh and deer, hqwtvtt, conftitutrf 
their {Principal fupport j and thefe zrt!, in ttioft 
places, fufficiently abund^lnt at the proper fcafons. 

When two parties of tliofe Indians ttittt, they 
ftwke a fiill hrflt Within a feW yards of each other, 
^lld, in general, fit or lie dowti for a few minutes. 
At length otie of them, commonly one of the el-^ 
d^s, breaks filence, and when h^ has made bl^ 
oration, the fpeaker of the othfcif paf ty begins Mi 
reply. 

They have few diverfiorisj and in a coufltiy 
#here want can only be warded off by conftant 
diligence, it is not to fee ^xpefted that they 
fliould Ihine in ifelegant amufements. Dancing, 
howe\'er, is not unknown amourg them ; and thiff 
^xercife the men always perform naked. The 
iironoen, Onlcfs they arc commanded by their bnP, 
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|>an4*s« or father*?, never ibare la it, and then al- 
ways by themlelvcs. 

A fcorbutic eruption, con fqmpt ions, and fluxes, 
gre their (;bief d.ilorders. The firft, though very 
troublefpTOe, is never of itfelf fatal ; but the two 
latter carry off great numbers of both fei^es and 
^11 ^gts. Indeed, few attain to longevity^ proba- 
bly owing to the rigours of the climate, and thp 
great fc^tigues they incelfantly undergo. They 
never bury their dead, but leave them to be de- 
voured by the birds and wild Beafts. 

The death, howxver, of a near relation affeds 
them moft fenfibly. They rend their clothes, cfit 
their hair, and cry alraoft inceflantly for a great 
length of time. The periods of mourning are 
regulated by moons ; and they feem to fympa- 
thize with each other on their refpedive lofles, as 
if poflefTed of the fineft feniibility; yet there is 
certainly much of habit in this, and the emotions 
of nature have only a partial (hare, either in their 
for row or condolence. 

Religion, as a rule of life, has not yet begun to 
dawn among the northern Indians, fuperftitious 
as they are. Yet they think and fpeak refpe6t- 
fully of the devotion of others; and fome of them 
are not unacquainted with the hiftory of the great 
Author of Chriftianity. Matonabbee, who, our 
author fays, was one of the beft informed and 
fenfible men he ever knew among them, gave 
the follbwing account of his countrymen. " Their 
only objed is to confult their intereft, inclina- 
tions, and paflions; and to pafs through this 
world with as much eafe and contentment as 
poflible, without any hopes of reward, or painful 
fear of punilhment in the next." Thele are the 
fentimeuts and the obje&s of the irreligious in all 
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countries, however much policy may teach them 

to difguife their thoughts. 

When the aurora borealis is very bright, and 
varying much in form, colour, and fituation, they 
fay their deceafcd friends are very merry j but 
the immortality of the foul is by no means a ge- 
neral belief among the northern Indians; though 
their fouthern neighbours have certainly fome 
faint ideas of it. Yet they are very fupcrftitious 
with refpcd to th^ exiftence of feveral kinds of 
fairiesj^whom they call Nant-e-na, and whom 
they pretend fomefimes to fee. Thefe are fup- 
pofed to inhabit the different elements; and to 
fome one or other of them, every change in their 
fircumftanccs is ufually afcribcd. 
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